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eantions mieasures.  On (he 200h, he ordered o large party to land and
take up 4 position, by which a 5u o might ceented, Om several
saeerssive davs he ovdeved oul boals o examme siher paris of the ialand,
o diseover il it wos inhabited.
The parties et Wikl it astomizhing variety of lirds, which SUrpTise 1
them by their tameness, and their submitting 1o be taken by the haod
= Fhex |i,l-.'l-'|-'l'l'-i g abundance of water and the most luxurions vege-
'] Lalion On the shore was Fowed about theee buodeed  weight of wox,
i : i-|||.‘.r eeseif wilh Greskh charpclers, a hanging stage. thie | i rap Ean,
and @ large yard, evidently the relies of some unlforfunale vissel Lhnt had
hern wrocke 0 the peizhhourhoad No lrace of haman he -
- b e ornible,  Alier returning-thanks, the Vice Admiral named
i the island Manritius.e afler Coont Maurice of Nauszai, then Stad=
tholder of Holland, and the porl Warwick Taven.o alter himself. He
= however formed no establishment apon it, but, contenting himsell with
. Wlazoming e Dalch g i an esrutehooan allixoed Lo n free, &
: of zrownd surrounded by oo enelosure, ilter refre
he ook lis depar lure.
i The istand does not appear o hoave boen visited from thiz peoiod il
i the 42h August 1638, W A nsnin, ull the b, scni o
yacht to take o more minute survey ofit.  The ¥y petarned with a
Frini AT i fier pseamine with some comrades from Ma-
e lacca in an open it, had arcived at the tsland, wheee he was subse-
F | -|||||-||IE abhandoned by his companions, on his refasing 1o continme the
3l hazardous vavage,
= The dateat which the Duteh Torime i pernaanent establishment mnst
ever remdin unknewn s by some it 15 govan as I3E—lrom numoerons
1 autherities it wonld appenr, howaver, Lo havi o wreed i 1055, AL ths
date they arestated 1o have lixed upon the Soutl Easteen Porl for thieas
vl first Colonization of the =lamnd
y rat Governor was Yandar Mester, who, résolving upnn an enr-
lication of the resources ol the island, neeiying that 1 e
b new Colony Wak CramipHe I in jis cnergics liy the dificieney ol Talour, sent
31 aovessel to Madagasear Lol pur hitse a1 r ool slaves 1o supply Al
e watit, The request wasacegd o br Pr 5, thedrench Guaye ",
E ¥ who [ Ma nelhi whi Jeadd I unider his pin-
el el ol th rh vt e eatie of Botly
|'-'" i need dn the evesal e nalives I g
thatsinteen women af the rac the 1 iniihs woare amoiz the cap-
Iives,. Mo sooner were tl vanriius, than aturs pad N
o the wands, and the athers, harsh teeatment 1lhiey recni
el =oon fullowed (he -1:||'|:.-:|- This wgz ridsed tp o body of men cull
i
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ed marons, who, urged by the pangs of hunger, or the desire of revenga,
were ever on the wateh to insult and sttack their oppressors,

Horrassed on one side by these depredators, amd checked in all prive
gress by the parsimony of their E. 1, Company, the Dutch were compelled
to abandon theisland. The marons fearing therr return molested  every
vessel that visited the jsland for refreshments, and frequently surprised
and cut off the rrews.

To remedy such disasters the Duteh resolvad on the re=seltlement of
the island. Three establishment weore immedinstely formed. One on
the North West, onother on the South East side, and a third a1 Black
River. Mr. La Mocius was appointed Governor. State crimivals from
Batavia and other Dotch Colonies were now banished t Manritivs.

M. La [Mocivs was syccceded by M. Rodolphe Diodati, a native of
Geneva, bul a man of very indiferent characier,

According to Frangois Leguat,—who areived in the island in ao apen
boat from Rodrignes during the administration of Disdati. and feepived
harbarons treatment from the lotter,—the pringipal building of tha
Dutch consisted of a fort at the S.E. port, named Frederick Henry, huilt
in stome in 1685, alter having been hurned down by the Blacks., This
fortress wag armed with 20 picees of ecannon, sarcigoned by about §0
soldiers, and surrounded the Governor's house, the magazines and prin-
gipal huildings of the Company .,

The inhabitanis consisted of about forty Camilics seatierad nver tha

present. Flagg cistrict, where o garden was: estoblished from which
the Company obtamed the vegetables and fruit it required for the sp-
port of the gurricon ;o few al the Jorth West harbour called the Cemp ;
and three or Tour families near Black Biver, in the district of that IAIE,

whose principal oecupation was the coltivation of tobaceo,

About the commencentent of the cighteenth century, the Putch, being
unnbile Lo render their 1'_::[..:;:. of any advaniage. resalved npan s second
wilhdraw'nl, which l""-'Elll" B ought ofl, ond with the troops conveyed lo
the Cope of Good Hope, Duteh connesion with Mauritius was altogethng
terminated,

CHAPTER I1.
FRENGH E. 1. COMPANY,

To whatever canse Lthe abandormant by ihi Diich may he attribuied,
it appears clear that the Islond was tatally desected, ex ept perhaps by a

band of maroan Negraes, who conecanled 1hom: alves, when 3r, Dulresne,

Eaptain of the Chassenr; greived and Look pissession of it uader the names

- A a2 |




- S ————

XHI

"“ of 1sle-of France, on the 20tk Septomber AT13, - Bat inspite of the fors
mal act of possession drawn up by the French who then visited it, ne

" regular settlement was made till towards the end of 1721, On the 23rd
i September of that year, the Chevalier Jean Hapl iste Garnier de Fougeray,
s Commanding the «Tritonns of S1.-Malo, repeated in the name of the
fa French Fast Tndia Company, the act of possession, probably ignorant of
the existence of a !arl‘\.'iuu.-_- nct on the part of bis countrymen,
o Mr  de Beauvillierz, the Governor of Bourbon, which the French had
g possessed since 1064, at this lime senl aeyeral Colonists from that island,
i which had become populons 3 gud on the 44th October of the same year
ke | Mr. de Nyon, a knight of the order of St.-Louvis, wos formally invested
with te Licntenant Governorship of the new Colony, in which he arrived
. in January 1722, and commenced his administration by the estahlish-
ment of a provincial Council, composed of six of the principal inhabitants,
| The only residents hg found consisted of a Tew familivs from Hour-
n-npu hon, anda parly of Frénch who were sived from the mpssacre ol Fort
FI"' Dauphin, in Madagascar, who without any form of Government bad gra-
& dually assembied together at the South East Port, In order to sERure &
H:I' prompt and more general setilenient, the East India Company held out
L 45 o mitans of inducement, an offer of sssistance to all respectable fami-
A8 fies who would resort to the Island. The measures adopted were sue-
vesalul, several respectnble fomilies emizrated from Si.-Malo and per-
manently established themsSelves,
i This ohject heing attainod the next point Lo which the Government
kid tarmed its regard was the cultivation of spice plantsy and in the aels of
i all concessions of lands, the ebligation te carry oul its views in this res-
T pect formed the pringipal alipulation.
i, The first settlement of a couniry offers few delails of resl mierest
The only evenis which marked the Goyermment of Mr. do Nyon, weré an
= attempt on sedition by a parl of the troops, which was soon appeased,
ol and the penalties which were attached Lo « Marronage s increased in jls
i violence by the addition of the slayes recently imported to the marons,
. who had been 1efi by the Duteh,

Mr. Domas was appainted on the 20th Augost {720, Governor-General
of Both islandz : but as he selected Bourhon for his place of residenve,
the sources of the Isle of France still remained undeveloped, Indesd,
thie company long sorupled to. retain an island, which, ns nflaira were
conducied, bromght nothing but expense with il, and had more than onee

g determined Lo leave it to the marens; as the Duich had donw before bt
" s event ot other had alwaye occurred o hinder the destgn Mr.
o Dumas was suceceded in October 1728, by Mr. de Maupin, who, like his
1 predecessor, wis Governo of hoth islands.
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The most violent hurricane, us vet experienced by the Colonists, hop-

pened daring his administration, and its horeors were in no degeee di-
minished h‘- i |I|||'1|_I|=r!l,'|| IFTHpinnn of the matons, who deave Lhe in-
halitants from the district of Flacqg.

During the sdministeation of Mr. de Maupin, the East India’ Company,

¢ utility, directed Mr. de

pdvising themselves to regder the island of som

Cossigny, an officer of the Engineers, to make o minule inspeetion of 1t,

fpon the account rendered by this oflicer, the Company al once per=

ceived the adyants

Fastern eommerce ol the position ol the sland :
and in November £535, Mahe de o Bourdonnai=, who had already yisited
the island, was appointed Governor of it and Bourbon, with foll pawer

to carry out the views of the Company.

On his arrival in June 4738, his fiest ohject was to ascertain its re=

sourees, Finding the disadventages of the Seuth East port a5 o seab of
Government and centre of external commerce, he 6l opee determined

upon Lhe

VORI R i

The exampie of the Dutch had. been followed by the subseguent set-

=Sl I‘:-li'l-ili.i:-lll'.';.' themselves on that portion ph the Island, althouzh

the anfir of its port as compared with that of the North West was

practically ohyions.

Onee seftled at the Tatter |-||.-“-'. Me. Ia Dourdonnms .i|g-]...|_:..-,-| to the

esl extent his wishog Lo meet tha vii

the Company.

Instead of an enterprising, energetic, and o

1g Colony, he found the

jnhabilants in a state: of apathy—tbe isfand without commerce. The
Company lind sttached 20 much importance (o Bourhan from itz heing
lenger cetablished, and the henefit  derived. from its coilee plantations,
that the new acquisition was, as it were, Forgotlen.

Luring e twelve vears of La Dourdonnais® adminisiration the whale

Gspect was chonged.  Trevious (o his areival the different

sivicls of the

siand counld with dificolty commun o wilth each other, of the town.

iramaport wes alinost impracticable.  There were no barracks @ the
srmy lived in cottages which could afford no resistance ; mor were thers
any means in the island for withstanding a hoestile attack. The eo

mercial shipping had no place for repairing disasters ai sea. Under his

energelic endeavours; these serious inconveniences were almost i

i
¥

diately removed; rosds were estabilished, forts roi

ged, and from an in-
genious invention of his fertile mind. & mode of repairing vessels was re

sorted 1o, Ahe wost simple and most efeclive that could be o

He established a o Conseil supdrienr, s re-organised the administro-

ten, anda T'“F}:"rl the I-"'I“T':\' of the marons = el were its b e By
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his oxample and assistance, be aroused the inlnbitants from the apathy

into which they were fullen.  The sugar canc and indigo plant Were now

firsl prown, smlmanior, hronght by him from Brazils, wos nataralized

in the islnnd.

o only hospital in the fsland was @ large hat, built of stakes and
palisadoes, which could not contain more than thirty beds. He ordered

Gion of # large and commodious one in which from four (o [five

hundred beds might be conveniently placed.

1t would be needless Lo enter into a detail of “all the various buildings

ks presied by M. de Lobourdonnais in tha coursa of his Governs

and wo
ihey consisted not only ol magazinest

for the officers

prvie thst

ment -

anid barra

arsenels, batterics

shiops, canals; and ague-

and soldiers; bul

wensable both for ex-

as 16 his arrival, waler

istence and clennliness) had Lo besoueght ata distonce of & {eague fiom
and when discovered, the means of conveving o quanialy suffi-

the supply of the inhabitents were so inadequate, that there

was 4 constont deficieney for the rost MECESEATY uses. The agueduct
wiiich he construcled was nearly s thousand vards in lengih, and the
ruins which oxist (o this doy bear Lestumony Lo the superierity ol the
work, 1t conveyed water Lo thie port and huspitals, and was of inexpras—

nts snd the shipping.

All the gigantic entevprises and all the emiergetic endeavours of  Mahe

is anly served, howeyer, Lo raise up the voiee of calumny

de Lo Bourdo

vinst Tim, apd misrepresentations were m yde npainst him owall sides

The death of his Wile oecurring in 1750, he lefvthe Govermment in 1he
hanids of Mr. de 5t.=Martin, nmi sailed for France: but instead of meet-
pe ahEeryed an unRecoun-

ini with gratitade onthe part of the Company, !

e prevailed agaiast him in the minds of all, and soon afted

tahle praju

Iis arrival he was catied wpon 1o ju=tify his condier ! Being Tolly ex-

ool with the Naval Command of & squadron

o for Tndin,  anid set sail on {he $th April 1751, for the Isie ol

onoeatod, Lo wasnext char
destin

Frawee, wheee lig AFTICed o0 the Léth Augost, aml s d hig Iest cnidea-

vours lor itg perfect fortilicaton,

In 1752 he pyecubed the project af o minute visit of the |i|']|.'|||1|=!‘.-.'i|'-'..

the Sevelheles 1siands was during this expedition  nam-=

e ufter him.

Duicigetlis last administralinm of In Bourdonnais, in AT4%. aecur el e
(e Se=Geran, which gyeul has  Deon dnlerestingly nterno-

il r
witvk ok
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ven with the history of Paul and’ Virginta, the author of which, Beroarding
de St.=Fierre, subsequently vigited the isfand.

War being declared, on the 17th March 1746, Labourdonnais, léaving
the Govermment in the hauds of Mr. St-Martin, took his departare for
Pondicherry with o fleet equipped principally from the resources of the
island.

The limits of this historical summiary will wot admit of followiny this
wonderful man in his career; suffice it to-soy that on bis retuen Lo (e Jale
of France, he found his post occupied by Mr. Duevid, who, in COnSeqRenoe
of further ealumnious reports which had been made 1o e Tndia Com-
puny, had been senl out 1o make an inquiry into his conduct,

Mr. David, however, so far from considering them as founded, plar=
ed under the commond of la Bewrdonusis the vesscls destined  for
Europe. Nearrived ot Mortinique wherd he took a passage in & Dutch

btll.j.l for Framee; but on his way homit, he was taken prisomer by an

English vessel, and conducied to England.  Instead ol bemng treated as
& prisoner, e was shortly alterwards permitted, o parale; 1o retorn Lo
his eonntry,—to by thrown lnlo the Bastile as o reward for his services.
After rémbining in 2 dangeon lor three vears be was aciuitted, and turn=
ed penniless dnto the world,— 10 survive his imesreerstion hut three
years,

1t has remained for His Excellency onr present Governor Mr. Higzinson
Lo execule d project so long deferred, that of erecting a statue to Uie
memory of the illustrious ruler whose great merils have been briefly
descanted wbove,  He bos proposed to place has own name at the hiead of
& subscription for the purpose, and i is needless fo invite every Colonist
to follow him in his laudahle example, the memory of Lahourdonnais
betug to this day revered by all,

The adminisfration of Mr. David from 4756 to 1750 presents very little
of imporlance. In 1746, Baron Grant relates the misforiunes of e
planters in most plaintive terms: & hurricane had ravagel every Lhing
cansing several fatal aceidentss L was succeeded by a cloud of locusts
which laid waste all (he rest of the crops, and the island was in want of
everyihing, An ineMectosl attempt was made by the Eng

lish in 1758 1o
take possession of the Island ;

but a mere presence of resistance deluded
the Commander of the Squadron, Admiral Boscawen, inte the iden of an
hmpossibility of soceessy and after a few shots, fie withdrew his 28 ves-
sels From the intended point of attack, o Petive Riviereso and continued
his crogse,

Mr. David was suceoeded by his brother-in-law Mr, Loxi

e Bouvel in
1500, wider whose Governiment, 18t Aj

wil 1753, arrived. 1o est ablish the
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geographical position of the island, the Abbé de la Caille, accompanied by
M. d'Apres Mannevilette, the celebrated Hydrographer.

In 1784 the small pox broke out, and the island was again devastated
by a violent hurricane,

In 1758, Mr. Magon de St.-Elier, arvived as Governar, and the resiric-
tions against the indiscriminate clearing of the forests wers al onee re-
moved, the bad effeets of which act were soon denouneed by the Com-
pany.

Thi following three years were devoted to preparations for war, The
last Governor far the Company, Mr. Desforges Boucher, replaced Mr.
Magon in 1758, His principal attention was devoted to the enltivation
of Rédnit, which had been founded by Mr. pavid, and where a Botanical

Garden had already been set on foot under the direction of Mr. Ollatte. _I

The hurricane of 4760 is eited as one of the most violent that ever he-
fell the Tsland.

Up 1o 1767, the commercial retrospect of the Island gives every proof
of violent restrictions on the part of the Company Lo every offort of the
inhabitants 1o individual advancement. Instead of allowing fres com=
merce. we find the Company menapolizing every agricunltural benefit, It
is true that grants of land were easily procured, the number of acres
ceded amonnting to no less thon 459,007, hut only 6,385 were in culli-
vation.

In réturn for agricultural produce, the rate of which was fixed as low
as possibile, and the purehase monopolised Ty the Company, paymenl was
made in Enrapean merchandize at an advonee of ong hundred per cent,
or Indian merchandizeat (Y.

In spite of such measures, adopled by the Company throughout their
Eastern possessions, the war lisd so teducod their finances that they foand
themselves under the olilization to renounee in favour of the King, their
possessions o the East, including the Isles of France and Bourbon, in
order to meat the demands of their ereditors; and we: find the island
reverl to the Crown in 4767,

The popualation at this time, aceording to abhé Raynal, consisted only
of 3403 whites, $87 fece people, and 15,022 slaves ; the prodoce not, #x-
ceeding in yalue £ 105,712, and about fwenty bales of colton 3 the whele
value of producebeing infrancs s follows - wheat 320,600;—rice §75.000;
—maize, 1,570,000 ; haricol,a kind of bean, 142,700 ;—oals, 135,500.

CHAPER 1IL.

ROYAL GOVERNMENT OF FRANCE UNTIL 1790,
Nosooner had the King taken over the Isle of France, than a total
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chonge was eMacted in thie mode of e sdmimistration of 08 Government.

On the 13th of July 1705, Mr, Dumas and Mr. Poivee, the latter of
wihom had already passed some years in the Island, ond introduced spice
plants inte it, ot considerable peesounl risk, arrived, under Royal Com-
missions, the ang as Goveenor, the other os Commissioner and President

ol the Superior Councils,

From the origin of the Colony, and in virtue indeed of the Charter of
the Company in 1065, the custom of Paris was the fundamental law, by
which the civil rights of the Inhabitants of the Golony, wers regulated.
The principal ordinamees of the mother-country were ebgerved, namely,
that of 1667, on Civil Procedare 3 of 1681 relative 1o the Marine | of 4050,
upon Griminal Procedare ; that of 4673 on' Commerce ; and that of 173
g5 Lo Legacies, On the King taking over in 1707 the Sovercignty of the
Isle. of France, the laws put in foree  were st e Costom of ‘Paris ; 2ond
those laws and ordinances made for the home country in general, which
were ordered 1o be registered and published in the Colony ; Svd the Laws
amd bye-Laws made expressly for the 1sland, and whick are comprized

in the Code de Laleu,

An ordinanes of the King, promuolgated immediately after the arrival
of Mr. Dumas, established the Mture administrative organization of this
jsland and ‘Rourbon. 1t i inserted inthe first of the legal Codes that was
published in the Colony, (Code de Laleu No, 3, p. 2.)

The sisteen months of joint admimistration of Mr. Bamas and Mr.
Poitre were passed inhostile discussions betwean themselves, which re-
sulted in te reesil of Mre. Domas, who was replaced Lemporarily by Mr.
Steinaver on Uhe 27th Sovember 4768, The acting Governor relaned Whe
reins of Government 1l the arrival of Mr. Desroches.

The most remarkable events of the admimstration of Mr. Destoches
were the deepening by M, Fromelin of the Hacbour, which bhad becopae
already obstructed in many places 3 and the further introduction of spiee
plants, due Lo the zeal of Mr. Poivre.

In 4574 the Colony was afllicted with the small pox; which misfortune
was foMlowed Ly the burricane of 45t Morch 4772, wmowhich the Vere Ga-
lant wassunk, and the Admbulants wrecked in the pass al Moroe Bra-
bant. which bas since borne that name.

About o month afier the last introduction of spice plants, the Chevalier
de Ternay and Maillard Dumesle arrived, the former as Governor-Gene-
ral, the latter az Intendant, to veplace Mr. Desroches and Mr. Poivier
who handed over the Government on ile 21st Augost 4772

Mr. Dnmeste’s arvival wos followed by the establishment of a weekly
pounrnal, which e mereasing population aond extension of commerce then
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rendered necessary. The Island was reduced Lo 8 Districts in lien of 11 88
fized by Ordinance dated fih August 1768. Additional Administrative and

'; Police Regulations were enacted.

: It thie nightof the 9—10th Aprik 1353, a more violent Hurricane than

: had hitherto hoppened, declaved itself, In A few hours the Lempest, which
hegan al about @ o' clock, so ravaged the coaniry, that, the next duy,

d hroken and uprooted trees were scattered on all sides, and every trace of
the crop had disappeared. The Town af Fort Lonis was ohstructed on all

g gides by the rains of more than 300 liouses, and 32 ships lay stranded on

:' {he banks of the harbour,
|ﬂ‘ By the precauiion al oned taken. the disasters were shortly repaired,
3 and a new Church was commenced, the old one having fallen in, crushing
L several persons in its fall.
wd 1o 4774 the Powder Mills exploded, with great loss of lile to Lhe mili=
i tary stationed there ; amil in the same year the ship Mars was, from want
L] of precaution, burot in the Harbour.
ol Under the joint administralion of Mr. Poivre, the King's Garden al
Pampleimousses wis fisy established, and in {7745, while wnder the dirée-
Wl tion of Mr. Cérd, the spice planls introduced hy that enbérprising inan
his produced fuil, 1o Ul greal satisfaction of every ong. Al this day, the joy
i ilien fellis unappreciable, as the clove trees which wers in Comsequence
propagated m the several districts of the [sland, bave been whmost all
| destroved Lo maké room for the Sugar Gane |
it Mr. Ternay, who was much more feared than loved, was relieved by
Mt the Chevalier de Guirau La Briltane on the 2ud December 1770,
e Friasteatéd by the inbabitants in all his intentions for their good, after
Lwo Years of inquietude the new Governor died, and was huried accom-
» panied to his grave by almost no one.
A
engaged when il Vieomte of =outllac,

o Tha war in which France was
Govarnor of Boutbon, arrived fo feplace Mr. dela Brillane; so far from

proving a check 1o the prosperity of the 1ale of France, brought there on

- Uhe coplrary a crow 4 of vessels, hoth mational and foreign, Fhaah i Th-
i {roducing abundance, chianged into habils of luxury the hitherto simple
. maanners of The people.

geconded in the first place by Mr, Fourcault, {ntendant since the 17th

hier wovember 1577, afterwards by My, Cheveean, whao ceplaced the former
ol on the 15th Jaly 1981, and lastly by Mr. dolais de Narbonne, Comnis-
Chevreau on the 4240 Ot toher 1784, the

e gary Grenel al. whosuceeeded Mr,
ants of the squadvonol Me. Dorves and

vicomle de Seudlae supplicd the w
thlr aufiren and the armae o0 Mr. Ducheniemn and Dubussy s0 eflectnally that

thta
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the eyes of the French were al once opened Lo the imporiance of the Co- ::
lony, which they had hitherto givem but little attedtion to. e
The old E.1. Company having been dissolved, the enjoyment of a ono-
Iy of trade between Frange and the East was accorded to the néw Con- wt
pany with & simple exception, that a permission 1o trade with the East e
Indies was conceded to the Isle of France and Bourbon, s
This measure rendered the colony a vast entrepdt between Europe and L
Asin, giving rise toa factitions prosperity, ™o the neglect of agriculture.
The war kindled by the American Revelution extending it=elf to Fran-
ewy Lhe Forees which the latter destined Tor the East were copcenirated at
the Bsle of France, in order that every opportunity might be availed of by
the centrical position of the island for bursting on the Tadion Peniosula. LL
- ;
The Vicomte of Soaillac, whose pame is perpetuated by a village at it
Savanne, salled for Indin the Sth April 1786, leaying the Government in ﬂi:
the hands of Mr. de Fleory. b
e
The island, which had now been 43 vears without a Hurricape, was Tk
again visited by that scourge in 1786, .
he latter port of the Government of Mr, de Souvillac and the Lwo years -
ol Mr.l Entrecastesus, wha arvived the Sth November 1787, were FI—&'\-\.HF"(! 1} m
tranquillity.  The only cause of inquietade during the administration of N
thedatier was the visit of another hurricane during the night of 31st De- i
cember 1788, inwhich a [rigate,lhe Foris, perished with ifteen children &
of the best Tamilies of the 1sland, who had been embarked in it for Fran- P
o, wihere their parents intended they shoold lGuish their education. o
Mr, Dupuy, as Intendant General, succeeded Mr. Motais de Narbonne |
the 17th August 1780, and on the $8th Movember of the same vear, the Mg
Comie de Conwoy, refieved Me, &' Entrecasteaus, and made the 15land the |- &
chiel seal oF Goveroment lor the French possessions in these seas. L TE
The II-E'\-:JI:I.!- rumonrs which at I||i~|. time reached the Island 1 dative 1o iy
the tronbled state of France, although exciting the attention, do notap-
pear for a time to have affected the passions of the Colonists ; and itwas =
not uilil thearrival of a vessel from Bordeaux on the st January 1790, f
that those signals for revolution were given, Lo which e colooy would b
have fallen a victin, but for the firm and pradeént conduct of the more h"
intelligent of ifs inhabitanls. This vessel hrought the exciting news of the b
greal power usurped to itself by the Natiooal Assembly ot Paris, and as =
the captain, cfficers, and crew wore the tri-coloured cockade, o simila I

emblent was,in spite of the epposition of the Governor-General, soon
E*'I1'l.'Fi.1||_'|'.'|.|.|l|'|'ll':‘Ei by the colonists, and advertisemenls posted. in the
strcets, myiting all the cilizens to form 1hemselves into Primary assent-

blies, after the ¢ 11|-|||ip|_._. of thos ewhicl Lad taken |:'|--.|'.'.' in all e com=

[T B W B




o

e e = S — =

XXl

muues of France), in order to draw up memaorials’ of complaints and
demands. A most tumulluous meeting took place at the Church on the
4th February 1790,

Genersl Conway senl some soldiers to arrest the young men who had
caunsed the placerds 1o be posted up ; but the people collacted on Ahe Place
d'Armes, liberoted the prisoners on their road o Uhe gaol, and compelled
M. do Conway himsell to wear the revolutionary emblem.

CHAPTER 1V.
COLONIAL ASSEMBLIES,

The day alter this revolt (27th April 1790) the inhabitanis of the lown
of Port Louis united in a primary assembly tor the whole Colony, after the
example of those in France. It was composed of filty one menbers who
were freely selected from among the inhabitants” according to the pew
electoral ystem, and it estahlished the different constituted awthorvities,

4o whom it confided the interval Goverament of the Colony,

Arriving in the island during this state of commolion, Mr. de Macoa-
mara, Commandant of the French Maring in  the Indian Ocean, could nol
conceal his aversion tosuch revelulionary procecdings: The soldiers of
the 407th-and 108th regiments, who formed the garrison of the island,
following the army in France, bad abandoned themselves to the cause of
the revolutionists, Mr. de Macnamara, however, deemed it his duly 1o
give an account of the defalcationio the minister, His letlers heing in-
tercepled, he was sccused of betraying hostile feelings to the Colony, and
those who condemned the acls of the assembly were meluded in the
blame. Fruitless were the measures taken by the Superior Couneil to
maintain peace and tranguillity, and the arrival on the 17th June of the
Stanislas with the Decree of the Sth March, only served momentarily o

tranquilize the general fecling.

A post and lanthorn were caised on the 18ih June 1790 on the Placa
d'Armes for all adversa to the new principles.  Mr, Macnamara al once
took lis departure, but was pursued and overtaken by some schooners
despatched for him by the sssembly. After an unsuccessful sttempt to
blow out hie brains, be was browght ashore and escorted by 3 or 400 na-
tional guards Lo the church, where e Assembly was sitiing, Governor

Conway accompanying him Lo lhe place.

On this oeeasion, by the power of his eloquence, this hrave man re-
coived the greatest applause from his judges, was at opce liberated, and
elotlied in the costume of the national guard, conducted back 1o Govern-

mient house
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Inlieti 60 at onee leaving the island, Macnémara remained on the sta-
tiim: to fall & wvictim to his improdence.  In the Gazetteof the 28th Of-
tober the name of Macnémara appears, announcing his departure for
November. The soldiers excited by the person who had denounced him,
threatened him wilh vengeance ; and (o execule it, the grenadiers seized
upon the boats and canoes, and proceeded to the fag ship to seize the
persan of the admiral.  De Macnémara at oncé ordéred the cunnon to be
Ioaded and pointed ; bul the moment the grenadiers: approached, and
hailed the seamen in 2 republican style; the latter vefused to defend their
commmander, snd he was conducted by the grenadiers as a prisoner Lo the
assembly then sitting in the Chureh, who after a few interrogalories,
ordered him to be conveyed Lo prison, leaving him, however, unfortu-
pately to bie cotiductid thither by Hie soldiery.

The admiral on arciving at the éntramée of Royal Stréel, perceéiving
the danger he ran in approaching the lanthorn hung up-al a shorl dis-
tance from him, escaped from his guards, and rushed into the house of &
watchmaker of his acquaintance, BRelying on his agility, e hoped to
escape by the roof and reach the harbour. On the: top of the stair,
finding the door shut, ind ong of his pursiers al His heels, le turned
couiitl and diined lig pistol at him. The pistol Aashed in thie pan, and the
jifurinted soldier felled Wi down with his sabré, The rest arriving,
qiiickly despatehed the prostrate general, and severing his head from his
body, carried it in on & pole through the toWn: His mulilated body, af-
tet being dragged (o Pont Bourgeéois,was abanidoned, and aflerwards car-
ried Lo the burial grovnd and interced by-a marine.

This erime was unpunished, in the troubled stale of the time it being
thought advisable to countermand the orders given for bringing the per-
petrators of it Lo justice,

Thie Comie dé Cofiway unablé to réconcile his principles with the feel-
ings of the times, placed on the 29th July 1790, the reins of Govermment
into the hands of Mr. de Cossigny.

The Colonial Assembly was annuaal, ard the membérs enrolled at it
second formation, the 4 4th Janaars 4791, shawed fa geeater forbearamca
and moderstion than that evinced dn the whole by the first organsted
mssembly ; and although it wds oppused by the Government and the
Municipalities; with the exception of prépostérius demands on the part of
the troops, the remainder of the yesr fidy he said, comparatively with

thie troubled state of the times, to haye passed off in tranguillity.

The Yedr 1702 brovght with it a séiirge, the small pox; which earried
off i a space of thrte months, fio less than 5,000 persons, exclusive of its

ravages in the garrison
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-
i During the troubles thus sceasioned, avcived, on the 15th June, the
li Trigate Fidele, o ith the new Governor, Mr. de Malartic, on hoard., He
& was sccompanied by four commissioners, and brought with him the act
# of the National Assembly of France dated 48th May 45794, which rali-
& fied the acts of the Colonial Assemblies, and gave those bodies per-
' manemce.
_" The affairs of the island might have now gone on quietly, but that the
er news of the power of the Jacobin Clubs in France gave a stimulos to the
1] discontented. and & Jacobin Clab, ealled the Chawmitre, was established,
] and soon rivalled the constituted anthorities,
i Such was the power of this Club that it forced M. Malartic 1o grant them
& vissel tp carpy 400 men Lo the contiguons Isle of Bourhon, for the
™ | arrpst of the Governor, Civil Copmissary and commandant of the maring
& of thet island, whowhere thus conyexed ag prisoners tn the Isle of France,
@ on the charge of having corresponded with the English. These high
1 functionaries were landed at Port Loujs; conveyed mnder an escorl of
l: Clulibists 1o the Chaumpidee, then silling, and the President {fosmerly a
o police officer), gravely said Lo them mihe people aocwse you, and the peo-
b ple will judge you 10 —they Were then fettered apd conducted Lo g dun-
i geon, where they remained six montls.
1]
" A guilloting was established by arder of the Chawnsidre, and but for
o the Coloninl Assembly inordering thial the prisoners of the Jacobins should
| be judged:only by acourt martinl, named by all the eitizens of the colony,
anited in Primary Assemblies each o his own dlstrict, much blogd
il would, undoultedly, bave been shed by these unthinking and inforigted
P men : the delay, howeyer, gave the Assembly time Lo coneerl logether,an
arder Lo contrive that the choice of members of the Commission should
ik fall wpon upright persons, Inspite of these precautigns, the procecdings
- of such @ clal would have rendered the gaillotine more than an objeet of
terror, but al this moment an acegunl arrived of thi French Republic
abolishing slavery in sil its colonies and settlepenls.
"‘:! In 8 cominumity of 59,000 persons, where upwards of 49,000 were
m: slaves, such & summniary deevee, wilthout & word aboul pecuniary com-
K p-,-n<.;1|inn_ may well be suppoesed Lo lave created alarm | the docobin Glub
i was annihilated, the guillotine removed from the pullic square, the pri-
e soners sot at Hiberty withouta trind, and the prineipal jacobing, Lo lhe num-
ber of 30, arcested, and instantly senl on hoard a ship bound Tor France,
The planters, with the news of what was oceuring at 5t Domingo conti-
L nually arriving, knew nol wliat steps to take : some propesed to declare
i the colony independent of the French Bepublic, and others sought totem-

porize, and 1o stay the !n1n|;|LL:|;::|.1iu1l ol the decreg,
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Mr. de Malartic profited ably by the influence and authority he still
possessed, snd taking sdvanlage of the opportonily inmduced the Asseambly
1o pass a resolution forbidding the exeention of any lews emanating from
France, unlessthey had been previonsly examined sod sanctioned.

While deliberating {(18th July, 1706) a squadron of our frigstes, under
Vice Admiral Serecy, with two agents from the French Diréctory (named
Baco and Burnel), arrived at Porl Lotis ; the colonists protested in vain
against the disembarkation of these agenis, who, however, dressed in the
directorial costume, landed in state, and proceeded to the Colonial As-
sembly, to take on themselves the government of the colony, in which
they were Lo be aided by 800 men of the revelulionary army, and two
troops of artillery, all bronght from France. Before three days had elap-
ged, the menacing tone of the agenis was such as Lo alarm the whele
colony ; they threatened to hong the governor, and proceeded Lo other
severe measures without promulgating their intentions respecting the
slavea ; otwenly young créoles; » says Baron Grant in his inleresting
acconnt of the Tsfand, « devoled themselves to the welfare of e colony,
and vowed the death of those instruments of republican despotism 5 »
and, in fact, the agents owed their lives to the Governor and Assembly,
who eaused them 1o be conveyed on board a ship (e Moimea) which
was ordercd to conmvey them tothe Philippine Islands, a5the place most
distant from France.

Asan instance of the moral power thatl the agonts of Lhe French Re-
volution had over the people, it may he stated that on the day after the
Muineaw sailed onher route towards the Philippines, the agents dressed
themselves in theiv directorial costumes, harangued the ship's company,
induced them to mutiny agamst the orders of the caplain, and return to
France.

The Colonists now gave themsclves up to rejoicing for the dangers
they had escaped, and the soldiers who had stood by the Assembly were
honoured and caressed in every place, while money and largesses were
liberally bestowed on them; bot the troops of the agenls were soon
found dangerous, as they resolved on freeing the negresses who lived
with them, Governor Malartic contrived, however, to ship them off for
EBatavin. under pretence of assisting the Dulch against the common ene-
my, the English. There now only remained in the island theskeletons of
the two ald regiments before mentioned, and the colony remained iran-
quil motil May, 1798, when these iroopsalse furmed a plan of proclaim-
ing liberty Lo the slaves; in order (o frustrate which, the Colonial As-
sembly obtained an order from General Malartic, for the two grenadier
companies to embark on beard the frigate la Seine, then ready o sail on

a'crmise.  Those Who desived Lo stic up insurrection in the colony  repre-
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seniled Lo the troops that this order for embarkation was either 1o place
themi in the power of Tippoo Sultan, with whose erueity they where well
an:'qluini_n!i'q!, ot Lo expose Lhem to the destructive climate of Batavia. The
grenadiers, influenced by these suggeslions, refluged 40 obey the orders
for embarkation, and induced the other companies to muting, 1o toke
arme and seize the field pieces which were in their quarters, as also 1o
lireak open the doors of the armoury where the cartouches and cariridges
were keph. Fortunately the oflicers of the regiment were men of the »..rhl
regime, who restrained the fury of the men, and kept them (rom cowing
out of their quarters inarms.  In this crigis, the Colonial Assembly were
not idle, they summoned every freeman capable of bearing arms, from
all parts of the island, and al da y-break, ou the 25th of April, every man
at beatl of «druom was al the post agsigned him; & battery planted wpoi &
hi'l commanded the Conrt where the soldicrs had been under arms Lhe
whole night, and twelve field pieccs supported by the young National
Guard of the colony, advanced in four columns to attack the troops in
their quarters. General Malartic then advanced at the head of the Na-
tignal Guard, and again commanded the grenadiers to embark, which
however they refused Lo do: the malehes were lighted, amd a blaody
conlest wason the eve of commenting, when the Committes of Fublin
safety of the Celonial Assembly suggested that the two regiments should
embark for France inthe Seine frigats amd a merchentman, granting
them until moon to make up theie linen snd knspeacks and depart
after some hesitation the soldiers consenled, and the same day ol noon,
the tsland was freed from 800 armed stipendiaries of the French Re-

public.

The colonists pow sought for and cxpected peace : they had freed
themselyes from the agents ond troops of the French Directory, and the
Assembly, rencwed évery year by the nomination of the citizens of the
colony, was linked, as it was thought, with the happiness and prosperity
of the colonists. Bul dispilles now arose respecting the laws about to
be establiched for the repayment of debls eontracied in paper currency,
the :I;-[;r--q-i:ni-nua'l'v-h'u;h ragisaned by the administrators of the French
Republic) was so great as 1o be hul a thensandeh part of the sum it

nominally répresented |

A5 soon s the:intelligence reached Maurilios, respecting the laws
which the iwo governing conneils of France had deeread, relative Lo the

payment of he debts contracted in Ahe paper currency, the creditors,

who were greatly favourcd by these laws, demanded e execution of

ihem: the debtors, on the other hand, represented with greal force nnd
truth, that the circumstances in general, under which the dilferent con_

tracts had been made in the colony being dilferent from those which hid
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taken place o France, it would evidently Le unjust to apply the Sanme
laws whew there was an apparent difference hoth in the manner, sittation,
and cortraets of the colony, ‘The Colonial Assembly, acting on the prin-
ciples of justice, was on the point of arranging these differences, when
the ceeditors, in order to Trustrate the aims of the Assembly, raised o
conspiracy on the ith November, {79 —seized on' the gons, and lowdly
demanded of General Malartic to dissolve the Colonial Assembly. This
demand the General was obliged to comply with, in order to save the
mist distinguished members of the Assembly from being murdered,seves
ral of the conspirators having rislied forward,and obliged them lo cscape
by the back doors ; hut disselving the Assembly did nol satisfy the mal-
contents,hey compelled the General 1o sign an order for theimprisonment
of twelve different members of the Assembly, with a view of preventing,
by any 1,|.-,\.-'-iin'lilz-', the passing of a faw, the purport of which was the
rrimbursement of the debis comttacted during the course of a depreciated
paper curreney.  The Sans Culotles now formed themselves into armed
aszsociations, and the eredilors, who had aded jin dizsalving the Colonial
Assembly, became in tarn Frightened, when they perocived e mareh of
the conntry people towards Pore Lonis Lo rescue it [eom the dominion of
the Sans-Colotles: the latter, finding themsclves abandonded by the
creditors, nnd 1ike bod men in o had caase, weakened by internal dis-
sensions, made no forther resistance Lo the eptry of the conntry national
guard into’ the town': the disturbanee was conchuded by shipping ofl the
principal eriminals for Franee.  The Cotoriial Assembly having been dis-
solved. the Governar-Genéral Malartic was aided by the primary Assem-
By (2% members), fess nomerous than the former (1 members), whose
pumbers were Tound a source of much inguictnde; the members were
in the proportion of 1% for the country. and seven for the town, who
woere: nominated by the primary Assemblies of each district of the
islani.

ju the miiddle of all these trombles, edncation was not enlirely neglect-
ed, In Janwary 470, the Assembly fonnded the Colonial {new Reyal)
Colleze, which wos attended by ne less than 400 pupils at one Lime,

Governor Malartie, after eight years of tourbulent administration, died
on the Zith July 4800, e learned to merit, in every dilficult crisis, the
esteem and affection of the colonists; bis funcral was celebrated with
much pomp, and his remains were deposited in the Champ-de-Mars, the
only public walk of the inhabitanis of Port Louis. The execulion of a
momument, in the form of a2 cenotaph, was begun by the inhabitanis, but
its completion was not cifected antilthe administiration of Sic W, Gomn,
when the necessary funds were raised, Lody Gomm, by means of & Faney

Fair, having brought 1o & completion the work whick during almaost Glvy
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years had been allowed 1o remain as an nncompleted testimony to the
virlues of an ur.lmpl:tr:'-' ruler.

Mr. de Malartic was immediately succeeded by the Comle Magallon de
Morhére. The new Assembiy, though it had been réconslrocled one
principle which apparently precluded any violent ebulitions of republivan
fury from within, found itsell constantly impeded by the remnant of the
republican party, Measures were therefore taken in 4801 for the trans-
portation of 108 of their pumber Lo France; bul the vessel that conveyed
them Foundered off the shores of that countey,and the majority periched.

CHAPTER V.
GENERAL DECAEN.

Meanwhile a strong and energetic Government had heen established in
France; and under its influence the cquivoeal independence, Tor some Line
maintained by the isles of France and Bourhon, soon bogan Lo Loller Lo
its fall.  After he had eMectually stifled the hiberties of France, Bonaparte
next tacoed his altention to the destruetion of those of the Colonies; by
the décres of the 304h Floreal an 10 (200h May 1802) which passed alinost
unnoticed in France, but subjected: the Colonies to a mest arlilrary

T ",ﬁ'l 1.

To expcute this law in the isleof France, the Gonzul General expedited
& squadron under the orders of YViee Adwmiral Linpis. The fect of the
Admiral, on bosrd of which was Mr, Decaién, with the title of Captain
General of the isles of France and Bourbon and power 1o execule the new

decree, contained a large garrison for the defence of the islands.

Mr. Decaen disembarked on the 28th of Seplember 480, took posses-
sion of the Government, dissolved the Colonial Assembly, which had
lasted for twelve vears, abolished the whole existing system by a procla-
mation of twelve lines, and promulgated the new constitubion formed fon
the Colony by the Consuls,—in virtue of which all the executive, legisla-
tive, and judicial powers were committed Lo three high funclionaries,
styled the Captain General, Galonial Prefeet, and Commissary of Justice.

At this time the isles of France and Bourbon were the only relics of
French dominion Lo the East of the Cape. The favorable position of
those islands for the equipment ond victualling of Ships-of-War and
privatears, rendered them of incaleolable injury to Brilish commeroe
wilh India. Disasters at sea were immediately repaired sl Port Louis.
The Creoles of the island, moreover, menof an active and adventurous
spiril, delighied in e npost perilons enlerprises, and-ably scoondoed the

operations of the French fleets by the eqmpmend of & large nemher.ot
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privatesrs, with which they cruised suceessfully i the surrounding seds
that hecame the theatre of most sanguinary conflicts with English vessels
and theirown. Among the most remarkableof the corsairs of the limes
[the captures made by whom can be seen in the archive office) were
sureond; Tréhouart, Perrol and Thomasim.

10 o word the jsle of France was the centee for the freehoolirs of every
nation to fit out privateers and commit dep redations on English property.

in 4809, when the injurics sustained from the enemy had exceeded all
bounds, when the East India Company bitterly complained of the loss of
their richest vesselzon the one hand, and the reclamations of the mer-
chants eould no longer be slighted on the other, when the British Mavy,
though everywhere trimmphbant, could nol correct the evil, either by a
blockade of the 1sland,or by bringingtheir slups to action, the IndianGo-
vernment considered the subject as worthy of its attention, and resolyed
on the conquest of the Colony, Since the depariure from ludin of the
Marguis of Wellesley, who had long before insisted on the step, the mea-
sure hiad been |nm'ral:~hnat1'd'. which may be parily altributed o the
gact of General Decaen, who used every endeavour to conceal the real

state of the defences.

The Indian Government being, however, al lengih able to-spare a sul-
ficient body of men for the eoterprise, a delachment of the 56th Regi-
ment and a strong hedy of Sepoys under the command of Lieut.-Col.
Keating were embarked at Bombay early in 4809, with orders 1o take
possession of the isle of Rodrigues, in order to alford ocensional aid Lo the
squadrons, and harrass the enemy’s quarters,  Viee Admiral Bertie, sta-
tioned at the Cape, was ordered to enforce a vigorous blockade.  In Sep-
tember, learning from Commodore Rowley that an advantageous attack
might be made on Beurbon, Colonel Keating readily joined in the enler-
prise; and Coptain Corbett of the Nértide was from his koowledge of the
coasts amil defences, employed in bringing the army and nayy to thei
destination,

On the 245t Seplember a suceessiul descent was made near St.-Paul's
al Reunion and Government stores were destroyed to the value of  a mil-

lion steeling, besides a considerable hooty being carried away.

The landing of Captain Willoughby at Black River and Jacoté was
perhaps ong of the most brilliant actions of the war, from their cool in-
trepidity and daring, No attempt had been hitherto made (o land on
the island, Croising off Gope Brabant, in the Otter Sloop of 18 guns,
that officer attemipted to cut oul, in spite of a smart resistance, o brig and
two other small vessels Iving under the protection of the batleries a

Black River. Two boats were sent Ao secure the brig, which was carried

i
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' in the fage of a leavy fice of musquetey from a parly of seldiers drawn
: up bodefend her.  The batteries being however alarmed, the English,
: were compelled to abandon the vessel, Lut they carricd oul the lugger in
J defiance of a heavy fire, with the loss of one man only.

On attempting Lo cul oub o large vessel al the end of April 1810 at
! anchor at Jacoté, before the boais conld reach the ship the alarm was
] given, so that by the time they approached the shore, the batterics and
1 two field pieces were playing upon the enky spot where the troops could
J land. Iu spite of every obsiacle a landing was effected, the batteries

dashied upon and laken possession ofin less than ten minutes and abiout
70 regular troops put to flight, leaving their aMfeer and feld pieces in the
hands of the assailants. 1t was mext imperative to take the ballery on

[}
4 the Souillac side: of the River des Gallets, which was almosl impassible,
J The river was crossed, and the party giving three cheers, charged wilh
g | the bayonet and carried the hill and batteries in a brilliant mannet.
T Alter destroying the gun carriages, spiking the guns, remoying the
fleld pieces on board the (rigate, and again pulting to fight the enemy
al who had rallied. the English carried off the Schooner, and re-cmhiarked
with the loss of one man.
8 [n the succeeding months, attacks weremade wilthu disproporlionate
- mccess 8t Belombre and the Cap de la Savanne. Bourbon had been
. shandoned, and the enemy in tranguillity aw aited a reinforcement.
bt About 4,000 men (ball Sepoys) being dispatched from Madras on the 10th
" : June 1810, Grande Chaloupe and St-Marie were soon taken, and on the
- +  Oth July that island surrendered, and Mr. R, T. Farqubar was lefl with
- a great portion of the troops as lemporary Goyernor.
th {n the following month, the isle de la Passe (ofl Grand Port) on which
Al there was a civcnlar fort and barvacks to command the entrance of the
be barbour was stormed and taken in the night by Capt. Bym of the Syrins
i frigate, who leaving a strong force on ile de 1o Passe, and one of his
wessels in the porty lefk for 4 craise round the istand,  Informed of this,
i General Vandermacsen rallied the inhabitants and with them and the
| regular lroops, vushed with eagerness Lo (e quarter menaeed.  The tide
' of success turned on the side of the French whase position now appeared
i ineyery way precarious,
1]
= A strong squadren, under Capt. Duparré, afier criising. in the neigh-
- houring seas with sueoess, arcived with three prizes laden with troops 6ff
" Grand Port an the 20th August,  Allured by the Erench signals which the
™ English had procured, Duperré deemed il prudent Lo puk ir, and bore up
1 for the harbour, the Victor corvette (which had been taken from the En-
o glish in a cruise) leading the way, and the Bollone ol ¥, Capt, Duperss
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hringing up the rear.  In the interval the erew of the Néréide, which had
remained al Grand Port, had been posted at their guns, and awaited: the
order Lo fire, and a party of the 33rd and 68th regiments uoder Capt,
Dodd were cqually ready at the batteries on the islot. When on the
point of doubling the Nérdide, the Vielor was called upon to strike,
which refusing, a broadside immediately compelled obedience. The En-
glish Nag now futtered in the wind in liew of the French. Tao late 1o
rally, the Minerve and Ceylon (prize] which had followed the Fictor wore
compelled to pass through the narrows, amidst o raking fire from Lhe
Mirvéide and the fort, which was returned by them with spivit until they
reached the anchorage at the bottom of the bay. Secing this, Duperré
resolved on forcing the passage with the Bellons. Entering the pass un-
der easy sail, he retwrned the fire of the fort and frigate with a vigo-
roug broadside under the stern of the latter, and tacking about, entered
the harbour and gave the signal to the Windham, which was belind, to
follow his example, but the Capt, preferced remaining out at sea, While
the atlention of the Néréide was distracted by the attack of the Ballone,
the Ficlor, previously taken, took advantage of the moment and escaped
from the English into the bay. By this manweuyre the whole of the
French fleet had been enabled to place itsell under the protection of the
batteries; where it arranged itself in a crescent.

On the 2ist, shells having been thrown by Capt. Willonghby, the
frigates were compelled o approach nearer shore.

The Windham, East Indiaman, which had declined entering the port,
was in the meantime taken at Black River and dispatched to Iste Bona-
parte by the boats of the Syrius,~which had received intelligence of the
altack al Grand Port, and given notice to the Magicienne and Iphigenao
frigates which were cruising off the noeth-west port.

On the 22nd the Nérdide was joined by the Sieiug, to which Capt.
Willoughby made signal that ke weas prepared for action ; thal the “ene-
my was inferior in force Lo the two British frigates sapporied by the
fort ; while the master of the Néréide assured Capt. Pym that ha eould
lay him alongside the Beflene. Yo steering for the purpose the Sirius
grounded and could not be got off till the next doy at noon which for that
day frastrated the design.

Reinforcements were in the meanwhile pouring into Grand Port; and
every possible advanlage being taken of the proximity of the land. Troops
were distributed among the whole of the French vessels.  The English on
their gide received additional support by the arvival on the 23rd at 5 ».
s, of the Magicienne and Iphigenia [vigates, Capts. Lambert and Curtis,
who bad previensiy been warned by Capl. Pym. The planof sttack was in-
stantly arranged, and the British squadron agoio stood in.  The English
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frizates divected their course, one for the Minerce, a second for (h®
Ceylon, and the other two for Duperré's frigate and the Victor, with in-
tent of attacking them at anchor. A well directed fire from the French
ships and batteries began the attack. In steering for the Bellone the
Sirins grounded for a second time, in sucha position as to he unable te
return the fire of the enemy.

The Magicienne also grounded along side the Mingrve, and was ohliged
to restrict her fire 1o three guns and musqueiry. The cables of the
Minerve and Ceylon (which now struck her colours) werecul away; but
before nboat conld take possession of the latter, they both dtifted on
shore with their broadsides towards the Bellone, and their fire becama
almost useless, The Hellone, to escape being lonled by her consoris,
eut her cable snd ran aground, bul preserved an excellent posilion. 5o
far the English seemed to have the advantage; as they had two frigates
left to appose Lo the Pellone and the hatteries,

At this juncture, the Néréide Capl. Willoughby seeing whal hiad befallen
the Sirius,in spite of the raking fire poured on hev,steered for the Rellone,
and hetween these ill-matched vessels a forions eannonade commented,
in which the Victor took a part. The Néréide, within a half pistol shot
af the Lwo latter was subject Lo a tremendons five feom both and the cross
Bte of thie batteries,  The Ipkigenin, separated by o shoal, endeavoured
fn vain (o run Lo her assistance.  The ellect was soon visible, her spring
being <ot away, she swung round with her stern to the Bellone.  The
eable of the Nérdide was eut to bring her stavhoard guns tohear.  Being
severely wounded on the head; the gquarter-deck mast and fore-castje
guns dismounted ; the deck guns disabled ; and the rest of the sgquadron
on the rocks : running aground astern where she was hulled by the ships
and batteries: amd five hours having elapsed without the arrival of a boat
from the squadron, Capt, Willoughby ovdered the five of the Néréide to
cease, and the survivors o take refuge in the hold. A boat was despalch-
gd to Copt. Pym to apprize him of the defenceless state of the ghip, leay-
ing him 1o say whether it was practicable to tew hor out of the reach of
thie enemy's shot ;. or whether he should set her on fire. The hoat re-
turned with orders to repair on board the Sirius, which Capt. Willough-
by refused to do.

A boat was nextsent to the Bellene to inform herthat the ¥éréide had
sirnck.

The fire from the other English frigates ceased, excepl the Tphigenia
while the broadsides of the Fellone became more vigorous, fed as they
were by assistance of sll kinds from the Minerve, which was aheltersd
from captare by the Iphigenia only by the interyention of ashoal
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At the very moment when his viclory appeared complete (115, 10 m
p, ) Commodore Dupereé was wounded on the head by o grape shot.
Capt. Bouvet of the Minerve ot omee replaced him.  The French continu-
ed their fire on the Néréide during the night.  Although the batteries: and
the Bellone had been hailed times withont number to say that the Nerdile
had struck, e Gre Crom the former continued to be poured spon that
ill=fated vessel, which had sunk as low as the shoal would perntit.

Tuwas not till nearly four o'clock of the 26th that the French, ceasing
their fire; boarded the Néréide,when they found a most frightful seene ol
carnage. The decks were covered with the dead and dying. Nearly
every Officer and Seaman had been killed or wounded. Not a part ol
the ship bad been shelterad,  GCapt. willonghby himself was found re-
clining on the capstan, his arm dangling out of its socket and one of his
eyes hanging on his check, singing alomd = Role Britannia.w  Ihe even
then struggled, wnder =ome npulse of mental aberration, until over=
powered,  Around were 140 of the crew lying dead, and many of Lhe
wounided afterwards breathed their last. Tt is stoted Uhat the continua-
tion of the fire of 1he French after the Fellone had been hailed to say the
Névéidle hod strack, was occasioned by the Union Jack being still fiying,
having been nailed to the mast, which had nota cord remaining by
which toascend : and that the firing ceased only on the mast being cm
down. No sooner had the French hoisted their own colours on the
Nirdide, than the Battery on the Islede la Passe directed its five upon
that veszel and forced (hem to abandon Wer. From this time till after
midnight on (e 24th, the French fire was directed upon the Magicienne,
until 2 o'clock, when after firing a few last random shots, the English,
having lost 8 men and having many wounded, set fire to and abandoned
her. She Blew np at 1L b 30 m. p.om.  The crew reach in safety the
islot and Uhe Tphigenia, which had scarce taken any port, in the action,
and was able by three o'elock 1o get to lachoard of the Magicienne, and

endenyoured [or some hours to get the Siriws afloat, but in vain.

On the marning of the 23ih, the lire of the Freneh was torned on the
Sirius, which being ill-able to return it, was at 10.o'clock ®. 3., aban-
duned and set fire to. ‘The Rames, fanned by the evening breeze, offered
to the conniless speciators on shore o resplendent and yob.a horrilile
spectacle. At 11 v the powder magazine blew up and destroyed what

remained of the gallant vessel.

The Iphigenia, on board of which were 4,000 men without water or
pravisions, alone remaining intact, hastened 1o make her escape under
the guns of Tle de la Passe: the Betlone followed herin the rear {0
cruwn the victory ; when the division of Commaodere Hamlin, consisting

of the Fenus 54, La Manche 50, Astrée 50, and Entreprenant coryvette
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suddenly appeared in the offing on the 2300, awd kg hedr fuisibiom m

thie van. lel 1o the English no means of escape.

General Deeaen digpatehed an officer with o summons fo surrender, to
whicl Captain Lambert, after fattering himscllin vain » i the hope ol
a resenie, his ammuonition being almost cxpended, a1 leagth consented,
with the promise that the officers amd men should be sent Lo Uhe Cape
@il a month, which was not done.  The prisoncrs nunihered 10
vaval and military oflicers and 1,600 soldiers, seamen, officers and
IATInGS

The loss of the French in the action was also considerable. The
Bolione bhad 57 %illed gnd 142 wounded, and the other Frigates aulTered
severely,

But it wust be remembered that the English weee still in possession (113

Réunien 1sland, snd that otlier Englishi vessels were afloatl on these seas.

Commadote Maraelin, whose opportane arvival ot Geand #ort, was o be
atiributed to the vemoval of the Fuglish Meet Tromn e blockade of Part
Louis where it was previously shut up, swoceeded only in reaching ihat
prorl, when the Enalish under Commodore Rowley shiewed themselvis,
bl were uunbie 1o approach the land before thur countcymen lad
yialded.

Thi several engagomems which eecorred from this time 1ill the taking
ofF Ui islamdd . the limits of this workswhich are already exeerded, will not

permit of being enumerated, and Hie particulars of the last gveul most

therefore conclude Uhis portion of Ve epitome,

Vear after vear had the project of reducing this powerful possession of
the enemy been contemplated, hul post poned. Lord Minte, the Governot
General of India, having oblained the perfec subjection of the native
Governments, coupled with the eveals in Euvope, dispatchied a body ol
progps sufficient 1o cruzh all effectnal opposition.  Ta s emd Bengal,
padras, Hombay, Buurbon, Ceylon and the Cape respectively Turaishid
their guota of Iroops. The land army, consisted of 11,000 men {(iIrmes-
pective of the Capr division Gf 3.5000 o small portion of cavalry, ond »
formidable teain afflight and heavy artillery. The combined Meet, nuden
vice Admiral Bertie, consisted of 27 ships of war, besides B0 Easlt Tl ivi=

men and Wansports.

The Meet arcived in sight of the istand on the 20th, and at 10 oelock en
the movning of the 2ist the whole feet anchored at Grand Bay, The
enemy immediately retired from thal portion of 1he coast, hlowing. ap
the Torl in she vicinity. Before the cvening 10,000 men werd ahle o

fond withouw! acoident or pesistance. Thefleel was in the meantime
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diereted o migintain e biockade of Port Napoleon, to profect (e con-
vioral the anchorage, il o thard ol v to Keppoap a commanicalion w il
the army on shoee, o5 il advaneed, 1o fariish the necessary supplies,
Lient, Col. smvihe bhewog bett to cover the landing place, i was necessary
bor the sty Lo mdvonee For abanl five miles through o weod, 1o preyent
its avenpation by the enemy. On enterimg the wood it wos met and lir-
el wpon by the retreating corps from Grand Bay, by which Cel. Keating,
Lient. Ashe and o Few of the men were wonnded.,

faving regained the open country without further opposition, and had
timg to vost, belore day brenk the apmy resuimed 112 march with Lhe m
tention of halting ne more 1l 1 aroeved heloee Port Napobeon, but Eronm
the deprivaiicn and eshawstion of the |1m-|-e-l.'.r'|1|'1;|| Abhercrombie was
compelled to Gialt st Powder Mills;, five males distant, At 2 o'clock (ie-
neral Decarn, sodne monnted ofific ere, Al abonl B0 husaar I.“.'I-'-i.l'--l‘llilrll
ed within 100 ¥ards of the British line, after swrpeising and eutliong (@
picces a small piequetin (he wood, e was pursaed by the lizht com-
pomies of the 12th apd 5h, o few of big men were Killed, and be limsely

received o ol hrough Bis hut and woas shightls grazed on Uhe leg,

Enrke the nogt naorioe Lieel, Col. Moaelecd ook [ LLEE AT | williogk
lll.IFlIl'lili.lltl- of The batteriecs ol Baie des Torfoes aud Tombean Lo Ll'u'p L
o commpmrteaton with Ue Mot AvBoolock the army advanced, el by
B oreseryve of Lhe 39t under Major General Warde,  On penetraling sboug
204 paves o waid which bad (o bepassed . a desaltory fire was commen
ced by the light droops of Che eneiy . Severs] wien were steack down, bag
thie Enghsh troops evidently  offered o more eMeciual opposition. o res
tinng the French began (0 desteoy o bradge, w iieh was however lelt svill

passable to the troops, amd (he aetillery teaversed the river itself

I this charge the English lost Lient. Col. Campletl. and Sajor o' Keele
of the 12tk A corps now ascended the sumal mouvtaw, aud placed ihe
Engliehi Flag upon it their cheers reverherating from the surrounding
hills.  Inthe eowrse of the forenoon, o position inthe fromt of the lines
wons laken, irl“li'lll-lll. the veach of cannon shot, and the Ay |||"r;m| bo dio-
play. which the Freoch perceiving they opened fire from the Datiery
Dimas with beavy ordoonee, buat with Fittle elfect.  The AFTY C01Ee-
quently vetived'a few paces.  During the pight o party of warioes arriv-
ing from e squadron, were mistoker for the enemy, smd some shol s

were fired Ly which & lew wore wilfortunately Kitled and several wonnded

The enemy's line, voder. General Vaodermaeson, abaowt 3,800 sirong.
wilh fiell pieces and howiizers, was stationed to the Eaat of Pieter Bolh
mouwntsin, slmnost patallel to the woml, about 200 s From il and

reaching o habitalion on the lefe, |||..-1-|.-||}- I:".'i.ll-ﬂ. FH'I'HHl'ElJ!}' |||u._|‘|.! for
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waking an impression o the Eoglish as they should cmerge from 1l

n narrow road Lo e town.  From e signal post al Moumam Long every
movement of the British was Welegraphed.  The '\_-i.i,if“'ul.h.“:l's cottinned
by wnfil the battalions uider Licul.-Col, Contphell of the 230l emerged (rom
:: the wood aml F!.rl'lll'h:_‘d themselves, ITIw ememy's line then gave a con-
fused volley. and while the corps which followed were heang formed, 1he
| column was exposed to o shower of grape, which fortunately was mach
A, too elevated. The grepadiers of the $9th now arviving, roshing to the
vharge, the enemy retreatod procipitately leaving their field pieces, am-
T munition, with the Killed aml wounded behind them,
y A falee alarm likewise disturbed the enemy ; the patiosal guards be-
Nl vame irrdsolule, the Cape division aml a reinforeement of troops landed
Nk al Petite Biviere,  These circemstances indaced Goeneral Docaoy 1o prio=
Ml pose lerms of capitulation; and a Nag of truve was senl, whils arrasiz-
U ynents were still going en for a gencral stiack of the town, The ar-
At rangements were only stayed on Geoneral Decaen rey Bing The articles of
LT vapilulation, which being dune, the trealy® was signed by the Gommis-
{7154

=ionees appointed by vach party, at ene o'clock in the morning of the 2rd
'h Pecember 1810,

] The loss on cach side is Stated a1 about 70 Killed and 200 woumded,
I‘I:"JI'I The French souadron was delivered up. and Vhe Astrde 55, Bellone 15,
il Wy s ) 2

r La Maneke 45, La Mincree 32 thie Vietar corvelle ol i, the }-.rr'l're',lll'l'u_

i ¥
24 ethl amd another of 18 guns each, all Yive vessels, hesides 34 sails of ships
L amd brigs el into the hands of the English.  The Tphigenia and Néredde
- wore alse recaplyred.
dad ) -
sl CHAPTER VL
e

» THE BEITISH.
i i
gl Agreeably b Uhe eapitubalion, the military posts were lo be given up
|.r.l.F w Lhe course of the 1|.|'! ol the Jvd December 1810 10 His Britann Ma-
ML jesty. The inhabitants weee surprised Lo find he troops eiter the fowe
y bl withowt disorder asthey anticipated,  The aoly i1 dome by them on their
’j.hl' raile 1o Porl Lowis was inevitable ©: hut thie proprictors whosullered apd
et claimed the prolerred mdemnity, bad their losses pyade aond a lvw davs
‘#r alter by the Governmment.
l“. Althoagh the French garvison was nol voulined. an cxample was made
,ql'r I seveval refugee Trashmen who bad secved uniderthe French enlours, and
i - e e T : e e

¥ A transtation of the avt of capatoletion: s inserted in tlie Almanack

yilf -
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for
ennditions ol f'-|]||||.'l1il|i"|-||.

whot ne sfipulatiog was inserted by General Decacn id friming (he

The Governor of Bourhon, Mr. B, T, Farguliar, arriving o few days
afterwards, at onee ascumed the chiel power of the island, and dieectod
iihabitants to follow their usual occupations and ohey the erders of
until the arrongements of the new Goyernmen shiould

1hie
their snperiors,
Fe completed.

& disevission shortly afier arose belwoen Magor Warde and Mr. Far-
quliar, from the fact of the commission ol the latter not having arrived,
and Mr. Farqohsr retuened (o Bourbon, o continue the separate Go-
vernment of (hat istand.  General Warde thus temporarily held the reins
of power, and i the Proclamation of St April 1811, stmounncing his ap-
pointument, he ehanged the nhme af « 1l de Franéew into tlmt oF oddu=
ritins.s which Talter (he istond has ever singe horne.

i thie 200h May 1812, expired the ten years for which the Consuls had
saspended the constilution. 1 the year before L4LE July 1811, Mr. Far-
quhar roturned to Madriting, amd resomed his office as Goverpor of itand
of Bouthon dand the rh"Fll'!':dll'I:h. ItE.

in the month of Fehruory 1813, alarge boa constrictor, measuring 1§
feet long, was Killed in the cascade at Reduit, by Messrs, Flenriot and
Cazeleus,

In 1844, the colony wasdefinitively ceded to Great Britain by an article
of Ltk Treaty of Paris. . Bourbon was under the same trealy restored to
Franee, and in 4805 wes taken possession of by the Comunissicners of
Fouis the XVIUL.  The hopes which had hitherto heen gourished of Ma--
ritius being restored to Fronee were thus for ever dispelled.  In the year
following, diplomatic and commercinl Telations were entered into be-
tween the Manrition Governmeant and Radama, King of the Ovas, wh,
froma pelty chieltain in the porth of Madagzasear, had graduoally extend-
ed his anthority over a great parl of the isia nd, by means of his saperine
courage and sagacily. The twosons of Radama wers sent (o Enghand
For their education, passing at Muauritius on their ;‘-'u‘_-'. The King on lis
part engaged o disconntenance ond suppress the stave tradein his do-
minions on 1he paymoend of an apnual subsidy,  Missionervies had heen
previously introdueed, through whom with tie aid of o few English me-
ehamics, somie of the ats of eivilized lile weee introdoced mto Madagas-
var. ‘To thistended in no small degree (he aclive ce-operation of Mr.

Mastie, Evervthing appeared to promise Radama the swiay over thie

umited empire, when death prevanted its aceomplishment.
O e return of Governor Favqubar to England in 1817, he was visfod

By tliat olicer, & mark ol attention with which he was greatly  delghitod.
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h & similar convenlion Tor fhie suppfestion of the slavi (fade was comeluded
with the Imaur of Museal.
_"‘ A few days afler the 200k :‘E-ﬂ[rll'-ml'-rr {814, the Governor presided al &
- sumptuows ftle hekd in commemeration of the taking of possession of Lho
o island by the Erenchin 1718 The joy manifested on this occasion was
b quickls to make place for the deepest Teelings of sorrow,

I On the 25th September, a fira broke out in the howse of Mr. Deshayes
Lk in Hospital Street, and before it could he oxtingnished, it extended from
Bt the neighbouring houses to Uthe whole of that side of the Town, which was
itk ahnost immediately in a blaze, (he sireets obstrocted  with people and
b gouids thrown ahont in the utmost confusion. Disorder was ils lighest
".", point, and; bul for the encrgy of the betler elass of the inhabitants whe
{8 were the most ta soflfer, thie town of Part Lounis would have (nrmed a

single heap of ashes. By their labonrious exertions the Goyernmient
LN house, aftéer repeatedly taking fire, was saved, and the vourse of the des-

tructive eletent confined By Roval and Desforges Streels,  These (hus
'tlu. burmed ot lost abmost cvery tRing bat e efothes they esedped i, the
o faeniture and valaables thrown into the strecishaving beei i many cases

carried away without a trace being left, or destrayed by the Mames; and
==l had it not been for the prompt measires of Governmenl at once after
. the disaster, a famine must have declared itself.

On the 8th Seplember 1817, a Counvil of Commmne; a kimd of Munici
bt pal Institution, was established by Governor Fargubar in each district of
ol the istand, the objects to be deliberated on by which were (0 be poiited
il oul by the Governar.

o The vear 1818 was one of he most disastvous for the Golony, shich
Ll was then visited by one of the masl violent hurricanes ever Fell; and &
o diseaze of the ihreal which Jocing seme months Uled seversl Familles
oA with consternalion and dismay. In the month of March the port was
L closed 1o Foreign vessels, and the harricane alluded (o touk place on tha
o night of the 281k, duting which the Lareimcter deseended successively to
~5¢1: D, §, 6. Nselfets were disasteous inevery part of the istand
i
i}.i The steps then taken Tor the suppression of the slave trade were rigul
W il Wlie mtreime 3 pooone was foee from suspicion, and even persons of Hhe
=1 st iereproachablie character were nnwisely subjected todomiciliary and
T pven pocturngl visits under the pretence of being accomplices in the in
Lih troduction of slaves!
! b Fo Major Genecal Ball, acting as Governor from the time of the depai
fure of Mr. Farquhar, 12th November (817, sheh extraordinary prod eril-
o mgs are o be attributed, nor did Wis arbitcary acts end there: He sos-

pended the Chiel Judge, the Procureur General, the Gurator ol Intestate

1.
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ol Estitcs, several other [ineliniries, gid the suppression of the ofives
sdants of Districts, and e jirojected wilitia were-an evidence

ol ol
of his ohjeel being Lo averthrdw e gaod aetions of Mr. Fatqubiar. Gom-

plainis were consequently seént agaitzt him to England, which wore fi-
vourably listered 1o by the Mivister. Mr. G, Smith was conseoquently
reinstalled in hiz ofice as Chiel Jodge, Colonel Braper,” in his previous
oflice of Collector of Custonts, d#nd Major Wangh as Hegistrar in Admiral-
Ly,

O the 10t Decemiber of the same fear Gendral Hall ook his deparivre
from the istand, leaving Colonel Balesinplé to officiate wntil the arrival of
Major General Darliig. - The most remarkable acts of the administration
of Colonel Daleymple, duving the two dionths ke held the reiis of power,
were bis reinstating Mr. Yirieus, the Procureur Geperal, in oftice, and
ihe re-estoblishment of the Comifiandants of the Districts.  On the 2500
Junuars 1819, anollict violent huieicanéd was lelty which imjored the
Ru:l-'rl'll College (o such &n exlinl thiat the huiliding was removed scveral
inches from ils place, Iwo coasters were sunk in the harbour, aud sia
other vessels steanded,

The impression made by this new disaster was nol effaced, when Major
General Darlings named as Acting Govertior and Commander of the
Troops,arrived on the Mh Febroary,

The new Govarnor bronght with him hopes of the re-opening of the
porl, saligited with eagerness since 1817, and atnouneed his good inten-
tions by o Proclamation.  Bat the praise his good qualities might other-
wize have sarned for Bim was silenced by unloward circumstaness,

In the month of November 1849, the cholees morbus saddenly broke
otil in Port Lowis, and spread with frightful vapidity inte the :'1|llll1r'r

districts. The general beliel was (hat it was introduced by the Mrigate

* A eorions fact connected witl this decision of the Minister with ro-
gard 1o Colonel Drager, il may be pormitted o the writer Lo insert in thiz
place,  That gentleman whose temporary removal from oflice mas he
Iooked upon as ane of the most arbitrary and capricions steps of the Ael-

©ing Governor, was [rom his  youll notorionsly addicted (o the amuyse-
menits of the tuel, of which e was considered the o Father s in Mauri-
bims. On the day of his receiving intelligence of his re- apgmment 1o
office, A racor which he had sent for from Uhe Cape,arvived,—to which L
gave the name of Restorafion. For upwards of 05 vears Uhis beast wase
ghe pet of the Colonely and ran wilh sdcoiss vearly om the conirse. an
which it expired during o well contested struzgie o the regret nol onlv
of the Colonel himsell but of every loyer of the sports of the e,

A ==
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T.-:_ful.:- which arcived om the 20k Octaber, and dizssntislaciion was dgi
once shown at the acls ol e Govermor, sl was rivprone led with ol

having enboreid due regacd Lo the Quaramine lows,

According o Baron D' Cmienville, the Topaze anchored in Port Louis
on the 20Mh Octaber, having several cases of sickness on boand, and com-
mimication with the lamd was permitted, withont any attention being
praid toothe order that was given to boen the clothes of the crew which
had peen deposited at Coopers’ fsland. The Blacks were the first fo
suffer, the disease having broke out amongst them a short time afters
watds, aud on the 10h Kovember il was deelaved 1o be the eholera mor-
bus., Demands were aleeady made 10 send away the frigate, 1o which
the General did not comply, but ordered a meeting of the ficulty 1o as-
eeviain their opinion on the disease, which inereased jie ravages daily on
all ehasses of the population.  The opinion of the board was that the di-
SEAsC Was nol conbagions nor dnleoduced from abroad.  The wown be-
eapie deserled, the people seeking refuge in the most isoloted parts of
the conmtry.  All paymenls were al once stopped.  Convmunication

with Bourbion was |"ll|||.hill'ii ||:h the Govermor of thatl island.

Deatly stalked in every district, and the police did not suffiee for the
interment ol the dead.  The eall fer returns of mortality was without
effizet.

During the montl of Janwarv, however, the disease happily alated i
violence: and in the montl of February the Governor called nn pesem-
bly of the o Conseils de Communess Lo consull with iliem as to the
means of repairing, as far as possible, the bad result that might wtliep-
Wise fiave been anticipated.  The Governor unwisely alivibuled the pes-
tilenee which bad just hefallen the Colons 1o 8 vigilation of heaven, con-
sequent on the illieit traflie instaves which had in o few cases boen car-
ried on.  This sccusalion was vielently replied 1o by thie Conseils di
Communes, in o letler where more werimony than logiwe aod [l v
was showi,

The vesult was the immediate dissolotion of those bodies, alier e
Governer's assuring himsell of their full adherence to the seniients
they liad L'\.irl'q'-i.-l:'d,

The lpss by the Chelerd was greatly exaggerated ; the most moderare
fved i it From 40 fo 15,000 slaves, bul the nomber did pot exeerd 6,000,
which with the losses cinsed by the Fice of 4816 amd the subsequens
burricanes of 1818 and 1819 were more than sullicient 1o place the Do

lony i a most I.t-u'ilnlulnrll]llr s,

Gy e Tl i"il.1l|_ll1lil| whose  refwrn had Dbeen .|||\||||.|_-.|E. awaloed by the
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1820, and awnoanedd

gubilic. arived Lo resame his ofice on the St July

Ulaail Uliie prard was e apened Lo forengn vessels unded cerlain restrictions,

Aller having rendersd many impartant serviees Lo the Colony, that
aficer vetived from the Government, anid was-sueceeded by Siv Galbraik
Lowrs Gale on e 4200 June 1825,

measures of the highest impovigpee 1o the Coleny. A series of de-

The new Governor was Uie harlingers

vaslaling purricanes had laid waste the erops: of the planter, destroying

the support of ils inhabitants, angd leaving the island ins stake af poventy

bordering on insalyenes, whilo the oppressive duly on sugar, s staple

product, excluded it Feonn Uie market, to which it could most nalurally
anil profitabily look willisut apering thai of France. An msurrection of

the slaves of Port Lonis, wos atle wipled on the aapl Felruary 1822, by a

Malneaihe ouleast pamoild Ratsitalane, who calling togetlier a Few af tlae
slaves his counteymen took refuge on the moulai, Bring denounded
by oue ol his Tollowers pamed Laizaf, az enlpable a5 himself, the whole
were captured, six of thom suffered the extreme pevalty of the law , ad
thioae heads wereexposed on the place of their mecting. An acl was

waesed on the 27th June 2 by the Lin werinl Government, permitling
I I

e importation of the |l'n||l||'|.hr-! thie Colony into England on the  soma
I X =

Lerme as those of the Wesh Indies.  An impulse was {hus given Lo agrienl-
Lure, and the crops of sugar were soon doubled.

1 4825, effect was given Lo the Ovder in Counedl of the 9th Febouary of

the same year by the establichment of a Council of Government, of which
the members were oflicial, and weet Toe thee fest time on the 10th Angust,
Henee the laws were no longes styled Proclamations, emanating from the

Goyernor alone, but o Ordinances of the Governor in Council. »

On the 9l Devember 1829, Governar Colyille promulgated the Ouder in
Couneil of the 22ud June preceding ; which aholishied all the unjust dis-
Gactions which had LIl then existed belween the whites and citizens of
which should bave been taken carlier by the Govern-

volitiy.  This siep,
and since then, the Colonists of

jemt, mel with general satisfaction ;
Mauritius live with hapmony, without any of those prejedices of origin
which are the hane of other conntrics.  In 1830 the Galomisis resolved to
gpiid @ gzent to London, (o lay at the fool of the throne and demand
oot Ll amieliorations in the faws of their constitution, and in the general
pdwiinisteation of the Golony. M Adrien D'Epinay was solectod for this
o e t0ih ol October 1830, he embarked for En-
ghond, aml returning 1a elve montls alierwards, gave an account of the

o o ceneral assembly beld dn Part Louiss Lend Goderich, the

resull ERNCTi
yeial D partment, Lad peceived him in &

TN ERLE THERITAE

seeretary of State for the Gol

most Favorable menner, and promised attention 1o the principal reclama-

tions of the Colonists,  The creation of o Logislalive Gouncil, lalf the
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members unofficial, and the important concession of the liberty of the
press Were the Grst vesults,  The previous Cowncil was alolished on (e
160 Janary 1832, and the ooths of office were takien by the new men-
Lers on Whe 23rd.  The first Ordinanee passed by the Conneil established
o Pennl Code which was disallowed by the Minister, on the plea of several
pmpartant omissions loving been made ino ity (see Despateh ol Lovd
Golerieli of tith March=33). The second Ordinance cstablished the b
Borty of the press, which had previousty bheen subjeel Lo the censorship
uf the Chicl Secretary.

O Ui 250 Mareh 1832, the Ordey in Conneil of the 2od Novembe 1831,
regulating the mights and duties of masher anid sorvant acnived and Was
fnanedigtely put in force.  Previous o this, o projectlor the emangips-
tign of the sloves, which the Golonists: saw wis ineyilable, having bieen
drawn up, was transmitted by them to England Cor approval.  The sume
vessel that had brought the Order in Council wes alse beacer of Uie m
fefligence (announced on the 30Uh) that Mr. Joremie, formoerly Chiel Judge
g &1, Lucia was to e sent out as Procurenr and Advocate General. A
porcible pomphlet, which be published 1o London, ond in whicl be ex=
prassed @ desive Lo see the emancipation of the slaves immedintely
acliicved. was, al the same time, received. A fepost Was Sprc ail nbroad
that the object of his misson was Lo carry fhis iulo elfect ol Monritius,
wherg he was ansicus Lo minke o primary ¢speriment. A ileputation of
the principal inhalilants pesombled, i consequence, on the 27th (o
wiarch. ab Government House, and presented an address Lo the Goyernor
expressive of the donger by Lich they conceived thie Colony Lo b me-

cneeed, aod requesting that e would authorize Lhe Colonists to form
Wemselves into a corps of volunteers for Uhe maiulenanee of puhbic tran
quillity The authority was srapted, the corps [ med, and guavd koept

oy amld oight under the pretext of repressmg ity 1 gvement wmong the
slaves

i the &L Tone, o e same yeor, wrrived Mr. Jeremie i e shig
Ganges. | On the Tolluwing day, auiidst the most vielent  altempts Lo op-
opposi i, he ook e ath of affice and was admitted to hissent in Boui-
gil. The puablic ungasiness al once increased ¢ e course ol nifairs was
stopipied as though spontaneousiy ; the courte of Justice were deserieds
it seemed os 3f the whole Colony lad become paralized. The ket
was without provisivns and the harvest was lelt pucnt Ly the inlabitonts.
Aildrezseswithout number poured in from all parts ol e islond, praying
tant Mr. Yeremic might be senl away

o White this ferment was Yery gencral (to give M. Jeramie s oW Ve

sion ) Mr. Blackbur apmonneed his readingss to convem: 4 Courl Lo

e ————
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e Bl of June was agread upons  On thie day

sinl Mr. Jerénne, and e

-i‘lll"-'-l'||:-|| il whole town was it commobion; Lhi Tront ol Govermmend

Hotsr wis theonged from an early hour Dby the gl atien, amd thee mili-
tiey wuards wers all doubled. AL o'clock My Jeremig fell LGovern
et N se thtaush e gard vand by the boek door for the Court house,

T (i apeampanied by the Goyernor's private Seoretary, suceeededl in

ranching the Court-louse without being. obseryed, excepl by rather o
wosite e door of the Conrl=lionsé, by w o

nnmerons parky collected o]

ey were Tootsml, No sooner wasil known that he had reached e Court

taree orowd assembled. Mr, Blackborn and My Juslice Cooper,
i Court

LTI
who was that day to be swornan as 0 Jodge, alone appesred

Fiie Gourt was therefore adjourmed, the clork of it (Mr: Canet) refusing Lo

draw up the minnte of procoedings, conceiving that all the Geneh bad

Me. Jercmie immediately endeavoured to veturn |

done was illegal.

Government honse, which he was I_""'*-'II'--'ll i'f- W erosyd Droam diving, liay-

i heen agsanlied on the threshold of the Court=homse. A military

guard was sent lor, aiid on iis arrival he endeavonred Lo pass through

ihe erowd under the protection'of 8 Caplain’s goard and of o sirong Loy

of police,. At a chort Qistance from e Court-liouse, e Was agnin as
sanltedl,  Captain Congreve of the 280h, wh commanded, wos struck on
the Tiend by a-stone and Mr, Jevenie collared aml strock alsoc At Lhis
gime one or bwo of the turhulent were stightly wionnded, and fone or Tive
wore takers e remainder then fled, ond he retnrned insafely, wnder @

slrane militars coeort, Lo Government house, »

P preserve pubilic trangquillity, 1o conscquenece of the opposition mad;
(hromahout, aftier ealling the Couneil, oind assuring him=ell of the opimion
i of thiy Conneil, Col

ol thie mnss of the |||:r||h'l'.- and an oficial wen

Drager, having espressed, 1o his own signal mislortune, his opinion as

mie's al onee Teaving the Colony, Sir Charles

o the expedicney of Mr. Jer
Colville ovdered his departore. which took place om the 20th.  The dis
turbnnees now entirely eeased, and every ope returned Lo his usnal ov
cupations ag they had begun 1o do some days betore Mr, Joremic left the

isfand.

On the 31st January 1833, Sir Charles Colville was succecded by Siv
William Kicolay. On the Sth Febroary the new Guvernor publishcd an
arder in Counetl of the Guh November erdering the dissolation of the vi-
lunteers under pain of death ¢ but ihe corps had already disbivndesd itself

To counlaract the effects of Mr. Jeremie's arcival Laomdan, tlie Colo-
wisls agnin deputed Ar, DEpingy on o misaion Lo Epgland, on the27th
Fehroary, Lo give o yersipn of theiv own with respect 1o the late wecup=

Yelies,,

L
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" O Mr. Jeremie's arrival o England, and reporting himsell 4o the
,.. Mimster, he was at once desired toreturn, withe U least possible dilay;
_.‘._ wstruchions baving been given Lo ensure fas bemng alile to resume s
\ duties without molesiation,  He consequently embarked for the island on
"'... board o vessel of war, aml arvived with two regiments [or the reinforee-
= mient of the garrison on the 2900 April 1833,  He immedately enteregd on

his Tunetions at the Tourd of Appeal and took his seat in Council, with-
Ih onk encountering new diflieulties.
L
'Il On the d3rd of September 153%, an oflicial nolice was 1ssued, annonncing
- Me, Jeremae's dismissal by order of the King:
L i In January 235, Mr. Adnoen Caiez I'l‘ii|-|||:~1 relurned do Manritins
i alter an abgence of sivteen montliz, and his labours were rewarded by a
-, suceession of banquets and other acknowledgments an every quarler ol
- the island.
i1 On the 15t February 4834, the act of Parlinment pazsed on the 281k
iy Aungust 1835, came inte operation, and slavery ceased from that moment
T3 foexist in Mauritins ! This great event was umaccompanied by any (ving
Kz in the shape of disorder, and was celobrated by the négro by the most
(s Icartfedt feelings of gratitode and joy. An Onder in Council of the Gil
™ Tuly of the same year preserved to the Colonists the right of apprentice-

slilp over the ci-depant slaves. In October 13306, the magnilicient port

ol Mabébourg, which had ap to this time remained closed to teading yes.

sgl=, was opened by an advice from the Collector of Customs ; but only

a few vessgels have since been |.'I'-'|i_."i|.':~'1.| there.

g Sir Willham Nricolay waz succeeded on the 16th July 1850 by Sir Lonel
i Smith, G. €. B, who died at the age of 67 on the 2md January 1852,
-5 the post to. be temporarily flled by Liewt.-Col. Staveley, the
L semtor officer in command of the Troops, uotil the aeeival of Sic Willinm
"

M. Gommy, K. G, B., which toek place on the 245t November 1852, Being
called to o saperior command in India, Sic W. Gomm ook his departore,

aftor taling for 7 years, om the Hth May A859, leaving, in vivtue of thy

Roxal Instrections, the senior officer in command o act Il the arival of
his successor, Sir (eorge Anderson, who assumed the reins of POWED on

the Sth June of the same year. Being in-his turn promoted to the Go-

- verrment of Ceylon, Siv George left with his'spile for that Colony on the
- fith October 1850, and was  roplaced temporarily by Major General
1 William Sutherland wntil the arrival ol ouc presentl Governor, Jamps
p* Macavnay Miceixsox, Bag., O, B, who took ihe oaths of office on the
ar Hih Joaanry 2934,
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