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CHAPTER 1.

FIRST DISCOVERY AND OCCUPATION 7 -—— FHH

from , how Réunion

cumferenee is,

about 90,568

n to the Civilised World, Don i

{503, the first year of the Administration of Alméida,

Macpap
sastdl

2 his

possessions in India, ext

Governor General of the |

n th h this and the sister Island, the !
il name he adopted for the former

he found upon its shores: a

W

e v o g s
similar, whiely, so great w

and knocked down without

icty to rende

s with ascertain geo-

Ne geer, goa

S, IMORKeYS ana prds,

of the island.

1598, they do not

as a mere

f that the secret of their route

and that they wounld

permanent

ym the powers of Europe in their monopoly of

indian ¢

ay 1598, a squadron consisting of eight vessels un--

van Warwick, left the Texel for the Dutch pos-

Sessit Bantam. These vessels were dispersed by a violent tem-
pe of Good Hope. Three of them put i at Isle Saint Ma-

ence proceeded to Bantam; the rest under Admiral W
ent course, fell in, on the 17th September,

it

[sland, herto called Cernd.

want of every thing, except its name, the Dutch despatehed two

{6 reeonnoitre the shore, one of which discovered the Soulh East

that the island was uninhabited,

e

owing to the sickly state of his crew, to adopt the most




s

Uil

Fils-
o s
ily
g kis

il

i
T

i |‘i N
i

domt
o
I
would

.‘lI]! il

1
b5
Hi

o

e e e Y =T

X1

eautions measures. On the 20th, he ordered a large party to land and

e up a position, by which a surprise might be prevented. On several
sueccessive davs he ordered out boats to examine olher parts of the island,
to discover if it was inhabited.

The parties met with an astonishing variety of birds, which surprised
them by their tameness, and their submitting to be taken by the hand.
They discovered also abundance of water and the most luxurious vege-
tation. On the shore was found about three hundred weight of was,
smpressed with Greek characters, a hanging stage, the spar of a capstan,
and a large yard, evidently the relics of some unfortunate vessel that had
been wrecked in the neighbourbood. No trace of human heingswas,
however, discernible.  After returning thanks, the Vice Admiral named
the island « Mauritius,» after Count Maurice of Naussau, then Stad-
tholder of Holland, and the port « Warwick Haven,» after himself. He
however formed no establishment upon it, but, contenting himself with

blazoning the Dutch Arms on an escutcheon affixed to a tree, and planting
a plot of ground surrounded by an enclosure, after refreshing his erew,
he took his departure.

The island does not appear to have been visited from this period till

the 12th August 4694, when Hermansen, being off the island, sent a

yacht to take a more minute survey ofit. The yacht returned with a

Frenchman on board, who after escaping with some comrades from Ma-
b Lo

Jacea in an open hoat, had arrived at the 1sland, where he was subse-
quently abandoned by his companions, on his refusing to continue the
hazardous voyage.

The date at which the Dutch formed a permanent establishment must

ever remain unknown ; by some it is given as 16 rom numerous
authorities it would appear, however, to have occurred in 1644, At this
date they are stated to have fixed upon the South Eastern Port for their

first Colonization of the island.

Their first Governor was Vandar Mester, who, r:_';»;nl\‘i!a;; upen an ear-

nest application of the resources of the island, and conceiving that tie

new Colony was cramped in its energies by the deliciency of labour, sent
a vessel to Madagascar to- purchase a number of slaves to supply the

want. The request wasacceded to by Pronis, the'rench Governor there,

who kidoapped a number of egaches, who had settied under his pro-
tection. This breach of faith, which proved the ruin of both Colonies,
was considerably enhanced in the eyesof the patives on the discovery

tl at sixteen women of the race of the Lol

5 were among the cap-
yparty fled
to the woods, and the others, stung by the harsh ftrestment they receiv-

tives. No sooner were they landed at Mauritins, than ala

ed, soon followed the example. Thus was raised up a body of men call-
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ed marons, who, urged by the pangs of hunger, or the desire of revenga,
were ever on the watch to insult aud attack their oppressors.

Harrassed on one side by these depredators, and checked in all pros
gress by the parsimony of their E. I, Company, the Dutch were compelled
to abandon theisland. The marons fearing their return molested every
vessel that visited the jsland for refreshments, and frequently surprised
and cut off the ¢crews.

To remedy such disasters the Duteh resolved on the re-settlement of
the island. Three establishment were immediately formed. One on
the North West, another on.the South East side, and a third at Black
River. Mr. La Mocius was appointed Governor, Stale criminals from
Batavia and other Dutch Colonies were now banished to Mauritius.

Mr. La fMocius was succeeded by Mr. Rodolphe Diodati, a native of
Geneva, but a man of very indifferent character.

According to Frangois Leguat,—who arrived in the island in an open
boat from Rodrigues during the administration of Diodati, and received
barbarous treatment from the latter,—the principal building of the
Dutch congisted of a fort at the S.E. port, named Frederick Henry, built
in stone in 1694, after having been burned down by the blacks. This
tortress was armed with 20 picces of cannon, garrisoned by about 0
soldiers, and surrounded the Governor’s house, the magazines and prin-
cipal buildings of the Company.

The inhabitants consisted of about forty families scattered over the
present Flagq district, where a garden was established from which
the Company obtained the vegetables and fruit it required for the sup-
port of the garrison ; a few at the North West harbour called the Camp;
and three or four families near Black River, in the district of that name,
whose principal occupation was the cultivation of tobacco,

About the commencement of the eighteenth century, the Dutch, being
unable to render their Colony of any advantage, resolved upon its second
withdrawal, which being brought off, and with the troops conveyed to
the Cape of Good Hope, Dutch connesion with Mauritins was aitogether
terminated.

CHAPTER I
FRENCH E. 1. COMPANY,

To whatever cause the abandonment by the Dutch may be attributed,
it appears clear that the fsland was totally deserted, except perhaps by &
band of maroon Negroes, who eoncealed themselves, when Mr. Dufresne,
Captain of the Chasscur, arrived and took possession of it under the name
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Wy of Isle of France, on the 20th September 1743, - But in spite of the fors
mal act of possession drawn up by the French who then visited it, no
Iy | regular settlement was made till towards the end of 1721, On the 23rd
d | September of that year, the Chevalier Jean Baptiste Garnier de Fougeray,
ity Commanding the «Triton» of St.-Malo, repeated in the name of the
Ty French East India Company, the act of possession, probably ignorant of
the existence of a previous act on the part of his countrymen,
Iy Mr de Beauvilliers, the Governor of Bourbon, which the French had
iy possessea since 1664, at this time sent several Colonists from that island,
Bl which had become populous ; and on the 41th October of the same year
frig Mr. de Nyon, a knight of the order of St.-Louis, was formally invested

with the Lientenant Governorship of the new Colony, in which he arrived
in January 1722, and commenced his administration by the establish-

L ment of a provincial Council, composed of six of the principal inhabitants.

! The only residents he found consisted of a few families from Bour-
am ‘ bon, anda party of French who were saved from the massacre at Fort
i Dauphin, in Madagascar, who without any form of Government-had gra-
rﬁ_l" dually assembled together at the South East Port, In order to assure a
hmlh prompt and more general settlement, the East India Company heid out
i as 2 means of inducement, an offer of assistance to all respectable fami- |
’l_w lies who would resort to the Island. The measures adopted were suc-
o cessful, several respectable families emigrated from St.-Malo and per-~

manently established themselves,
b This object being attained the next point to which the Government
hich turned its regard was the cultivation of spice plants; and in the acts of
s | all concessions of lands, the obligation to carry out its views in this res-
1 pect formed the principal stipulation.
L The first settlement of a country offers few details of real interest.
The only events which matked the Government of Mr. de Nyon, were an
il attempt on sedition by a part of the troops, which was soon appeased,
il and the penaltics which were attached to «Marronage>» increased in ifs
i yiolence by the addition of the slaves recently imported to the marons,
& who had been left by the Dutch.

i Mr. Dumas was appointed on the 26th August 1726, Governor-General
of both islands ; but as he selected Bourhon for his place of residence,
the sources of the Isle of France still remained undeveloped. Indeed,
the company long scrupled to retain an island, which, as affairs were
condueted, brought nothing but expense with it, and had more than once

i determined to leave it to the marons, as the Dutch had done before; but
i some event or other had always occurred to hinder the design. Mr.

Dumas was succeeded in October 1728, by Mr. de Maupin, who, like his

predecessor, Was Governor of both islands.
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The most violent hurricane, as yet esperienced by the Colonists, hap-

' : Fasa : : : : qaﬁ!"

pened during his administration, and its horrors were in no degree di- PU‘

i - : : ; i
minished by an unexpected irruption of the marons, who drove the in- o

habitants from the district of Flacq.

aring the administration of Mr. de Maupin, the East India Company,
advising themselves to render the island of some utility, directed Mr. de e

Cossigny, an officer of the Engineers, to make a minute inspeetion of it,

Ko
Upon the account rendered by this officer, the Company at once per- ;gf:t‘tﬂ{
ceived the advantage lo Eastern commerce of the position of the island; i
and in November 1734, Mah¢ de la Bourdonnais, who had already visited Ji vl
the island, was appointed Governor of it and Bourbon, with full power i
to carry out the views of the Company. gl §
On his arrival in June 4733, his first ohject was to ascertain its re~ et
sources. Finding the disadvantages of the South East port as a seat of sl
Government and centre of external commerce, he ot once determined .
upon the abandonment of it. el
The example of the Dutch had been followed by the subsequent set- et
ers in establishing themselves on that portion of the Island, although it
the inferiority of its port as compared with that of the North West was | et
practically obvious. i
Once settled at the latter place, Mr. la Bourdonnais displayed to the b
fullest extent his wishes Lo meet the views of the Company. ‘!umls\‘
Instead of an enterprising, energetic, and a vising Colony, he found the :Lr:m
ijnhabitants in a state: of apathy—the island mlhout commerce. The
Company had attached so much importance to Bourhon from its being i
longer established, and the benefit derived from its coffec plantations, i
that the new acquisition was, as it were, forgotien. i
Ruring the twelve years of La Bourdonnais’ administration the whole E
3spect was changed. Previous to his arrival the different districts of the s
Island could with difficulty communicate with each other, or the town. |y
Land fransport was alimost impracticable. There were no barracks; the |
army lived in cottages which could afford no resistance ; nor were there iy
any meauns in the island for withstanding a hostile attack. The eom- L
mercial shipping had no place for repairing disasters at sea. Under his i
energetic endeavours, these serious inconveniences were almost imme- b
diately removed; roads were established, forts raised, and from an in- '
genious invention of his fertile mind, a mode of repairinz vessels was re- |
sorted to, the most simple and most effective that could be devised. Th:
He established a «Conseil Supérieur,» re-organized the administra- i

tion, and purged the Colony of the marons which were its hane. By
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his example and assistance, he aroused the inhabitants from the apathy
into which they were fallen.  The sugar canc and indigo plant were now
first grown, and manioc, brought by him from Brazils, was naturalized

in the island.

The only hospital in the island was a large hut, built of stakes and
palisadoes, which could not contain more than thirty beds. He ordered
the ercetion of a large and commodious one in_ which from four to five
hundred beds might be conveniently placed.

1t would be needless to enter into a detail of all the various buildings
and works erected by M. de Lahourdonnais in the course of his Govern-
ment ; suffice it to observe that they consisted not only of magazines?

, fortifications, hospitals, and barracks for the officers

arsenals, battes
and soldiers, but also of mills, quays, uoffices, shops, canals, and aque-

ducts.

Previous to his arrival, water (an article so indispensable both for ex-
istence and cleantiness) had to be sought at a distance of & league from
the town, and when discovered, the means of conveying a quantity suffi-
cient for the supply of the inhabitants were S0 inadequate, that there
was a constant deficiency for the most necessary uses. The agueduct
which he constructed was nearly six thousand yards in length, and the
ruins which exist to this day bear testimony to the superiority of the
work, It conveyed water to the port and hospitals, and was of inexpres-
sible advantage to the inhabitants and the shipping.

sand all the energetic endeavours of Mahé

All the gigantic entery
de La Bourdonnais only served, however, to raise up the voice of calumny

against him, and misrepresentations were made against him on all sides

The death of his wife oceniring in 4740, he left the Government in the
hands of Mr. de St.-Martin, ¢ nd sailed for France; but instead of meet-
ing with gratitude on the paxt of the Company, he observed an unaceoun-
table prejudice prevailed against him in the minds of all, and soon after
called upon to justify his conduct ! Being fully ex-

with the Naval Command of a squadron

his arrival he was
onerated, he was next charged
destined for India, and set sail on the 5th April 1741, for theIsle of
France, where he arrived on the 14th August, and used his best endea-
vours for its perfect fortification.

In 4742 he executed the project of a minute visit of the dependencies.
The principal of the Seychelles Islands was during this expedition nam-
ed after him,

During this last administration of la Rourdonnais, in 1743, occurred the

wreck of the St.-Geran, which event has heen interestingly interwo-
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ven with the history of Paul and Virginia, the author of which, Beruardin

de St.<Pierre, subsequently visited the island.

War being declared, on the 17th March 1746, Labourdonnais, leaving
the Government in the hands of Mr. St.-Martin, took his departure for
Pondicherry with a fleet equipped principally from the resources of the
1sland.

The limits of this historical summiary will not admit of following this
wonderful man in his career; suffice it to say that on his return to the Isle
of France, he found his post occupied by Mr. David, who, in consequence
of further calumnious reports which had been made to the India Com-
pany, had been sent out to make an inquiry into his conduct.

Mr. David, however, so far from considering them as founded, plac—
ed under the command of la Bourdotnais the vessels destined for
Europe. He arrived at Martinique wheré he took a passage in a Dutch
ship for Franee; but on his way honie, he was taken prisoner by an
English vessel, and conducted to England. TInstead of bemng treated as
a prisener, he was shortly afterwards permitted, on parole, to return to
his country,—to be thrown into the Bastile as a reward for his services.
After remaining in a dungeon for three Years he was acquitted, and turn—
ed penniless into the world,— to survive his incarceration but three
years.

It has remained for His Excellency our present Governor Br, Higginson
to execute a project so long deferred, that of erecting a statue to the
memory of the illnstrious ruler whose great merits have been briefly
descanted above. He has proposed to place his own name at the head of
a subscription for the purpose, and it is needless fo invite every Colonist
to follow him in his laudable cxample, the memory of Labourdonnais
being to this day revered by all.

The administration of Mr. David from 1746 to 1750 presents very little
of importance. In 1746, Baron Grant relates the misfortunes of the
planters in most plaintive terms: a hurricane had ravaged everything
causing several fatal accidents; it was succeeded by a cloud of locusts
Which laid waste all the rest of the crops, and the island was in want of
everything. An ineffectual attempt was made by the English in 1748 to
take possession of the Island ; but a mere pretence of resistance deluded
the Commander of the Squadron, Admiral Boscawen, into the idea of an
impossibility of stccess; and afier a few shots, he withdrew his 28 ves-
sels from the intended point of attack; «Petite Riviére,» and continued
his cruise.

Mr. David was succeeded by his brother-in-law Mr. Lozier Bouvet in
1780, under whose Government, 18th April 1753, arrived, to establish the
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XV
i geographical position of the island, the Abbé de la Caille, accompanied by
M. d'Aprés Mannevilette, the celebrated Hydrographer.
: In 1754 the small pox broke out, and the island was again devastated
1rng by a violent hurricane.
it
" In 1756, Mr. Magon de St.-Elier, arrived as Governor, and the restric-
; tions against the indiscriminate clearing of the forests were at once re-
moved, the bad effects of which act were soon denounced by the Com-
his pany.
Isle :
i The following three years were devoted to preparations for war. The
i il
: | last Governor for the Company, Mr. Desforges Boucher, replaced Mr.
i Boir 2o BT : A
Magon in 1759. His principal attention was devoted to the cultivation
[ of Réduit, which had been founded by Mr. David, and where a Botanical |
e Garden had already been set on foot under the direction of Mr. Oblette. [, »
" The hurricane of 1760 is cited as one of the most violent that ever be-
i fell the Tsland.
o
i Up to 41767, the commercial retrospect of the Island gives every proof
rrh; of violent restrictions on the part of the Company to every effort of the 1
T inhabitants to individual advancement. Instead of allowing free com- |
S e .
« merce, we find the Company monopolizing every agricultural benefit. It |
i is true that grants of land were easily procured, the number of acres
ceded amounting to no less than 149,007, but only 6,385 were in culti-
vation.
s 3 ; :
lt] In return for agricultural produce, the rate of which was fixed as low
ﬂw ' as possible, and the purchase monopolised by the Company, payment was
;ei made in Earopean merchandize at an advance of one hundred per cent,
_u or Indian merchandize at fifty.
nist
s In spite of such measures, adopted by the Company throughout their
Eastern possessions, the war had so reduced their finances that they found
themselves under the obligation to renounce in favour of the King, their
e possessions in the East, including the Isles of France and Bourbon, in
fle order to meet the demands of their creditors; and we find the Island
ing revert to the Crown in 1767.
e F The population at this time, according to abbé Raypal, consisted only
ol of 3,163 whites, 387 free people, and 45,022 slaves ; the produce not ex-
1 ceeding in value £103,712, and about twenty bales of cotton ; the whole
el value of producebeing infranesas follows : wheat 320,600;—rice 474.000;
fan —maize, 1,570,000 ; haricot,a kuind of bean, 142,700 ;—oats, 133,500.
yo§
B CHAPER IiI.
ROYAL GOVERNMENT OF FRANCE UNTIL 1790.
i No sooner had the King taken over the Isle of France, than a total
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change was effected in the mode of the administration of its Government.

On the 14th of July 1767, Mr. Dumas and Mrv. Poivre, the latter of
whom had already passed some years in the Island, and introduced spice
plants into it, at considerable personal risk, arrived, under Royal Com-
missions, the one as Governor, the other as Commissioner and President
of the Superior Councils.

From the originof the Colony, and in virtue indeed of the Charter of
the Company in 1664, the custom of Paris was the fundamental law, by
which the civil rights of the Inhabitants of the Colony, were regulated.
The principal ordinances of the mother-country were observed, namely,
that of 1667, on Civil Procedure ; of 1681 relative to the Marine ; of 1670,
upon Criminal Procedure ; that of 4673 on Commerce ; and that of 1731
as to Legacies. On the King taking overin 1767 the Sovereignty of the
Isle of France, the laws put in force were dst. the Custom of Paris; 2nd
those laws and ordinances made for the home country in general, which
were ordered to be registered and published. in the Colony ; 3rd the Laws
and bye-Laws made expressly for the Island, and which are comprised
in the Code de Laleu.

An ordinance of the King, promulgated immediately after the -arrival
of Mr. Dumas, established the future administrative erganization of “this
island and ‘Bourbon. It is inserted inthefirst of the legal Codes that was
published in the Colony. (Code de Laleu No. 3, p. 2.)

The sixteen ‘months of joint administration of Mr. Dumas and Mr.
Poivre were passed inhostile discussions between themselyes, which re-
sulted in the recall of Mr. Pumas, who was replaced temporarily by Mr.
Steinaver on the 27th November 1768. The acting Governor retained the
reins of Government till the arrival of Mr. Desroches.

The most remarkable events of the admimstration of Mr. Desrvoches
were the deepening by Mr. Tromelin of the Harbour, which had become
already obstructed in many places ; and the further introduction of spiee
plants, due to the zeal of Mr. Poivre.

In 4771 the Colony was afflicted with the small pox, which misfortune
was followed by the burricane of 1st March 4772, in which the Vert Ga-
lantwas sunk, and the Ambulante wrecked in the pass at Morne Bra-
bant, which has since borne that name.

About a month after the last introduction of spice plants, the Chevalier
de Ternay and Maillard Dumesle arrived, the former as Governor-Gene-
ral, the latter as Intendant, to replace Mr. Desroches and Mr. Poivre?
who handed over the Government on the 21st August 1772.

Mr. Dumesle’s arvival was followed by the establishment of a weekly
journal, which the inereasing population and extension of commerce then
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rendered necessary. The Island was reduced to 8 Districts in lieu of 11 as
fixed by Ordinance dated 6th August 1768. Additional Administrative and

'E Police Regulations were enacted.
A In the night of the 9—10th April 1773, a more violent Hurricane than
A had hitherto happened, declared itself. In a few hours the tempest, which
[ began at about 9 o'clock, so ravaged the country, that, the next day,
f | broken and up.rumed trees were scattered on all sides, and every trace of
i ~ tife crop had dllsappeared. The Town of Port Louis was obstructed on all
i gldes by the ruins of more than 300 housés, and 32 ships lay stranded on
1 ? {he banks of the harbour.
0 ] By the precaution at once taken, the disasters were shortly repaired,
.31 and a new Church was commenced, the old one having fallen in, crushing
i several persons in its fall.
nd In 1774 the Powder Mills exploded, with great loss of life to the mili-
th tary stationed there ; and in the same year the ship Mars was, from want
WS of precaution, burnt in the Harbour.
el Under the joint admimnistration of Mr. Poivre, the King’s Garden at
Pamplemousses Was first established, and in 477%, while under the direc-
¥l tion of Mt. (éré, the spice plants introduced by that enterprising man
his produced fruit; to the great satisfaction of every one. At this day, the joy
i ihien felt is unappreciable, as the clove frees which were in consequence
propagated in the several districts of the Island, have beert atmost all
i | destroyed to make foom for the Sugar Cane |
L Mr. Ternay, who was much more feared than loved, was relieved by
Mr. the Chevalier de Guirau La Brillane on the 2nd December 4776.
¥ Frustratéd by the inhabitants in all his intentions for their good, after
two years of inquietude the new Governor died, and was buried accom-
hes panied to his grave by almost no ove.
:::: Thé war in which France was engaged when the Vicomte of Seouillac,
| Governor of Bourbon, airived toreplace Mr. de la Brillane, so far from
proving a check to the prosperity of the Isle of Franee, brought there on
% | the contrary a crowd of vessels, both national and foreign, which, in in-
i troducing abundance, changed into habits of luxury the hitherto simple
" manners of the people.

Seconded in the first place by Mr. Fourcault, Intendant since the 17th
afier November 1777, afterwards by Mr. Chevreau, who replaced the former
et on the 14th July 1781, and lastly by Mr. Motais de Narbonne, Commis-
yre! sary General, who succeeded Mr. Chevreau on the 12th October 1783, the

Vicomte de Sowllac supplied the wants of the squadronof Mr. Dorves and
¢klf Suffren and the armies of Mr. Duchenien and Dubussy s0 effectually that
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the eyes of the French were at once opened to the importance of the Co- MMZ[
Tony, which they had hitherto given but little attention to. ,:;M
The old E.I. Company having been dissolved, the enjoyment of a mono-
ly of trade between France and the East was accorded to the new Com- o
pany with a simple exception, that a permission to trade with the East alé
Indies was conceded to the Isle of France and Bourbon, it
This measure rendered the colony a vast entrepot hetween Europe and e
Asia, giving rise to a factitious prosperity,*to the neglectof agriculture.
The war kindled by the American Revolution extending itself to Fran-
ce, the forces which the latter destined for the East were concentrated at
the Isle of France, in order that every opportunity might be availed of by
the centrical position of the island for bursting on the Iadian Peninsula. LL
The Vicomte of Souillac, whose name is perpetuated by a village at o
Savanae, sailed for India the 4th April 1786, leaving the Government in bt
the hands of Mr. de Fleury. 7 L
telord
The island, which had now been 13 years without a Hurricane, was {ohan
again visited by that scourge in 1786. i
The latter part of the Government of Mr. de Souillac and the two years i,
of Mr.d'Entrecasteaux, who arrived the 5th November 1787, were passed in el
tranquillity. The only cause of inquietude during the administration of e 40
the latter was the visit of another hurricane during the night of 31st De- i
cember 1788, in which a frigate,the ¥enus, perished with fifteen children e
of the best families of the Island, who had been embarked in it for Fran- fine
ce, where their parents intended they should finish their education. lenep
Mr. Dupuy, as Intendant General, succeeded Xr. Motais de Narbonne thse
the 17th August 1789, and on the 14th November of the same year, the D
Comte de Conway, relieved Mr. d'Entrecasteaux, and made the Island the i
chief seat of Government for the French possessionsin these seas. Sanis
The distant rumours which at this time reached the Island relative to lizg
the troubled state of France, although exciting the attention, do not ap-
pear for a time to have affected the passions of the Colonists ; and it was xﬁ
not until the arrival of a vessel from Bordeaux on the 31st January 1790, h
that those signals for revolution were given, to which the colony would -
have fallen a victim, but for the firm and prudent conduct of the more N
intelligent of ifs inhabitants. This vessel hrought the exciting news of the h.iuw
great power usurped to itself by the National Assembly at Paris, and as "
the captain, officers, and crew wore the tri-coloured cockade, a similar U
emblem was, in spite of the opposition of the Governor-General, soon 0
generally adopted by the colonists, and adyertisements posted in the i
streets, inviting all the citizens to form themselves into primary assem- i
blies, (after the example of thos ewhich had taken place in all the com- i
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munes of France), in order to draw up memorials of complaints and
demands. A most tumultuous meeting took place at the Church on the
4th February 1790,

General Conway sent some soldiers to arrest the young men who had
caused the placards to be posted up ; but the people collected on the Flace
d’Armes, liberated the prisoners on their road to the gaol, and compelled
M. de Conway himself to wear the revolutionary emblem.

CHAPTER IV.
COLONIAL ASSEMBLIES.

The day after this revolt (27th April 1790) the inhabitants of the town
of Port Louis united in a primary assembly for the whole Colony, after the
example of those in France, It was composed of fifty one members who
were freely selected from among the inhabitants according to the new
electoral system, and it established the different constituted authorities,
40 whom it conlided the interval Government of the Colony.

Arriving in the island during this state of commotion, Mr. de Macna-
mara, Commandant of the French Marine in the Indian Ocean, could not
conceal his aversion to such revolutionary proceedings. The soldiers of
the 107th and 108th regiments, who formed the garrison of the island,
following the army in France, had abandoned themselves to the cause of
the revolutionists. Mr. de Macnamara, however, deemed it his duty to
give an account of the defalcation to the minister. His letters being in-
tercepted, he was accused of betraying hostile feelings to the Colony, and
those who condemned the acts of the assembly were mcluded in the
blame. Fruitless were the measures taken by the Superior Council to
maintain peace and tranquillity, and the arrival on the 17th June of the
Stanislas with the Decree of the 8th March, only served momentarily to
tranquilize the general feeling.

A post and lanthern were raised on the 18th June 1790 on the Place
“d"Armes for all adverse to the new principles. Mr, Macnamara at once
took his departure, but was pursued and overtaken by some schooners
despatched for him by the assembly. After an unsuccessful attempt to
blow out his brains, he was brought ashore and escorted by 3 or 400 na-
tional guards to the church, where the Assembly was sitling, Governor
Conway accompanying him tothe place.

On this oceasion, by the power of his eloquence, this hrave man re-
ceived the greatest applause from his judges, was at once liberated, and,
clothed in the costume of the national guard, conducted back to Govern-
ment house.




XXII

Inlicu of at onice leaving the island, Macnémara reniained on the sta-
tion; to fall a victim to his imprudence. In the Gazette of the 28th O¢-
tober the name of Macnémara appears, announcing his departure for
November. The soldiers excited by the person who had denounced him,
threatened him with vengeance ; and to execute it, the grenadiers seized
upon the boats and canoes, and proceeded to the flag ship to seize the
person of the admiral. De Macnémara at oncé ordered the cannon to be
loaded and pointed; but the moment the grenadiers approached, and
hailed the seamen in a republican style, the latter refused to defend their
commander, and he was conducted by the grenadiers as a prisoner to the
assembly then sitting in the Chureh, who after a few interrogatories,
ordered him to be conveyed to prison, leaving him, however, unfortu-
nately to be coniductéd thither by thé soldiery.

The adiniral on arriving at the entrance of Royal Street, perceiving
the danger he ran in approdching the lanthorn hung up at a short dis-
tance from him, escaped from his guards, and rushed into the hotse of a
watchmaker of his acquaintance. Relying on his agility, he hoped to
escape by the roof and reach thé harbour. On the top of the stair,
finding the door shut, and on¢ of his putsiers at his heéls, lie turned
routid and 4iined his pisiol at him. The pistol flashed in the pan, and the
jofuriated soldier felled hifn down with Ris sabre. The rest arriving,
quickly despatchied thé prostrate gereral, and sévering his head from his

body, carried it in on & pole through the town. His mutiléted body, af-
Ler being dragged to Pont Bourgeéois,was abandotied, and afterwards car-
ried to theé burial ground dnd interred by a marife,

This crime was unpunished, in the troubled state of the time it being
thought advisable to countermand the orders given for bringing the per-
petrators of it to justice.

The Cothte dé Conway unablé to féconcile his principles with the feel-
ings of the times, placed on the 29th July 1790, the reins of Governmen$
into the hands of Mr. de Cossigny. '

The Colonial Assembly was annual, and the members envolled at itg
seconid formation, the 44th Janaary 1791, showed fat gréater forbearance
and moderstion than that evinced on the wholé by the first organized
assembly ; and although it Wds opposed by the Government and the
Municipalities, with the éxception of preposterous demands on the part of
the troops, the remainder of the yesr may he said, commparatively with
the troubled state of the times; to have passed off in tranquillity.

The year 1792 brought Wwith it a scotirge, the small pox, which carried
off ind space of three months, fo less than 4,000 persons; exclusive of its
ravages in the garrison. :




e B e e e s st St

XX1il
i
b During the troubles thus occasioned, arrived, on the 47th June, the
t frigate Fidéle, with the new Governor, Mr. de Malartic, on board. He
i was accompanied by four commissioners, and brought with him the act
il of the National Assembly of France dated 18th May 4794, which rati-
I fied the acts of the Colonial Assemblies, and gave those hodies per-
i manence.
il The affairs of the island might have now gone on quietly, but that the
ki news of the power of the Jacobin Clubs in France gave a stimulus to the
b discontented, and a Jacobin Club, called the Chaumiére, was established,
iy and soon rivalled the constituted authorities.
Ny
) Such was the power of this Club that it forced M. Malartic to grant them
b a vessel to carry 100 men to the contiguous Isle of Bourbon, for the
'“FU { arrest of the Governor, Civil Gommissary and commandant of the maring
d“’ of that island, who where thus conyveyed asprisoners to the Isle of France,
(] on the charge of having corresponded with the English. These high
Ed‘lf‘" functionaries were landed at Port Louis, conyeyed under an escort of
:%alr, Clubbists to the Chaumidre, thep sitting, and the President (formerly a
el police officer), gravely said to them «the people accuse you, and the peo-
[ ple will judge you ! » —they were then fettered and conducted to a dun~
'i';!' .geon, where they remained six months.
:‘; A guillotine was established by order of the Chaumiére, and but for
i the Colonial Assembly in ordering that the prisoness of the Jacobins should
be judged only by acourt martial, named by all the citizens of the colony,
united in Primary Assemblies each in his own dlstrict, much bload
eilf would, undoubtedly, have been shed by these unthinking and infuriated
per men ; the delay,however, gave the Assembly time 10 concert Logether, in
order to contrive that the choice of members of the Commission should
il fall upon upright persons. In spite of these precautions, the proceedings
- of such a club would haye rendered the gnillotine more than an object of
terror, but at this moment an account arrived of the French Republic
abolishing slavery in all its colonies and settlements.
IM;IZI In a community of 59,000 persons, where upwards of 49,000 were
siitﬁ; slaves, such a summary decree, without a word about pecuniary com-
o pensation, may well be supposed to have created alarm ; the Jacohin Club
Irlﬂf '! was annihilated, the guillotine removed from the public square, the pri-
b soners set at liberty withouta trial, and the principal jacobins, tothe num-
ber of 30, arrested, and instantly sent on board a ship bound for France.
The planters, with the news of what was occuring at St. Domingo conti-
il nually arriving, knew not what steps to take : some proposed to declare
il the colony independent of the French Republic, and others sought totem-

porize, and to stay the promulgation of the decree,
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Mr. de Malartic profited ably by the influence and authority he stili
possessed, and taking advantage of the opportunity induced the Assembly
to pass a resolution forbidding the execution of any laws emanating from
France, unlessthey had been previously examined and sanctioned.

While deliberating (18th July, 1796) a squadron of four frigates, under
Vice Admiral Serecy, with two agents from the French Directory (named
Baco and Burnel), arrived at Port Louis ; the colonists protested in vain
against the disembarkation of these agents, who, however, dressed in the
directorial costume, landed in state, and proceeded to the Colonial As-
sembly, to take on themselves the government of the colony, in which
they were to be aided by 800 men of the revolutionary army, and two
troops of artillery, all brought from France. Before three days had elap-
sed, the menacing tone of the agents was such as to alarm the whole
colony ; they threatened to hang the governor, and proceeded to other
severe measures without promulgating their intentions respecting the
slaves ; «twenty young creoles, » says Baron Grant in his interesting
account of the Island, « devoted themselves to the welfare of the colony,
and vowed the death of those instruments of republican despotism ; »
and, in fact, the agents owed their lives to the Governor and Assembly,
who caused them to be conveyed on board a ship (Le Moineau) which
was ordered to convey them to the Philippine Islands, asthe place mosé
distant from France.

As an instance of the moral power that the agents of the French Re-
volution had over the people, it may be stated that on the day after the
Moineau sailed onher route towards the Philippines, the agents dressed
themselves in their directorial costumes, harangued the ship’s company,
induced them to mutiny against the orders of the captain, and return to
France.

The Colonists now gave themselves up to rejoicing for the dangers
they had escaped, and the soldiers who had stood by the Assembly were
honoured and caressed in every place, while money and largesses were
liberally bestowed on them; but the troops of the agents were soon
found dangerous, as they resolved on freeing the negresses who lived
with them. Governor Malartic contrived, however, to ship them off for
Batavia, under pretence of assisting the Dutch against the common ene-
my, the English. There now only remained in the island the skeletons of
the twe old regiments before mentioned, and the colony remained tran-
quil until May, 1798, when these troops also formed a plan of proclaim-
ing liberty to the slaves, in order to frustrate which, the Colonial As-
sembly obtained an order from General Malartic, for the two grenadier
companies to embark on board the frigate la Seine, thenready to sail on
a craise. Those who desived to stir up insurreetion in the eolony repre-
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sented Lo the troops that this order for embarkation was either to place
them in the power of Tippoo Sultan, with whose cruelty they where well
acquainted, or to expose them to the destructive climate of Batavia. The
grenadiers, influenced by these suggestions, refased to obey the orders
for embarkation, and induced the other companies to matiny, to take
arms and seize the field pieces which were in their quarters, as also to
break open the doors of the armoury where the cartouches and cartridges
were kept. Fortunately the oflicers of the regiment were men of the old
regime, who restrained the fury of the men, and kept them from coming
out of their quartersinarms. In this crisis, the Colonial Assembly were
not idle, they summoned every freeman capable of bearing arms, from
all parts of the island, and at day-break,on the 25th of April, every man
at beat of drum was at the post assigned him; 8 battery planted upon a
hill commanded the Court where the soldiers had been under arms the
whole night, and twelve field pieces supported by the young National
Guard of the colony, advanced in four columns to attack the troops in
their quarters. General Malartic then advanced at the head of the Na-
tional Guard, and again commanded the grenadiers to embark, which
however they refused to do; the matches were lighted, and a bloody
contest wason the eve of commencing, when the Committee of Public
Safety of the Colonial Assembly suggested that the two regiménts should
embark for France in the Seine frigate and a merchantman, granting
them uniil noon to make up their linen and knapsacks and depart ;
after some hesitation the soldiers consented, and the same day at noon,
the Island was freed from 800 armed stipendiaries of the French Re-

public.

The colonists now sought for and expected peace: they had freed
themselves from the agents and troops of the French Directory, and the
Assembly, renewed every year by the nomination of the citizens of the
colony, was linked, as it was thought, with the happiness and prosperity
of the colonists. But disputes now arose respecting the laws about to
be established for the repayment of debts contracted in paper currency,
the depreciation of which (as issued by the administrators of the French
Republic) was so great as to be but @ thousandth part of the sum it
nominally represented !

As soon as the intelligence reached Mauritius, respecting the laws
which the two governing councils of France had decreed, relative to the
payment of the debts contracted in the paper currency, the creditors,
who were greatly favoured by these laws, demanded the execution of
them: the debtors, on the other hand, represented with great force and
truth, that the circumstances in general, under which the different con_
tracts had been made in the colony being different from those which had
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taken place in France, it would evidently be unjust to apply the same
laws when there was an apparent difference both in the manner, situation,
and contracts of the colony. The Colonial Assembly, acting on the prin-
ciples of justice, was on the point of arranging these differences, when
the creditors, in order to frustrate the aims of the Assembly, raised a
conspiracy on the 4th November, 1799—scized on the guns, and loudly
demanded of General Malartic to dissolve the Colonial Assembly. This
demand the General was eblized to comply with, in order to save the
most distinguished members of the Assembly from being murdered,seve”
ral of the conspirators having rushed forward,and obliged them to escape
by the back doors ; but dissolving the Assembly did not satisfy the mal-
contents,they compelled the General to sign an order for the imprisonment
of twelve different members of the Assembly, with a view of preventing,
by any possibility, the passing of a law, the purport of which was the
reimbursement of the debts contracted during the courseof a depreciated
paper currency. The Sans Culottes now formed themselves into armed
associations, and the creditors, who had aided in dissolving the Colonial
Assembly, became in tarn frightened, when they perceived the march of
the coantry people towards Port Louis to rescue it from the dominion of
the Sans-Culottes; the latter, finding themselves abandonded by the
creditors, and like bad men in a bad cause, weakened by internal dis-
sensions, made no further resistance to the entry of the country national
guard into the town: the disturbanee was concluded by shipping off the
principal eriminals for France. The Colonial Assembly having beendis-
solved, the Governer-General Malartic was aided by the primary Assem-
bly (2% members), less numerous than the former (51 members), whose
numbers were found a source of much inguietude; the members were
in the proportion of 14 for the country, and seven for the town, who
were nominated by the primary Assemblies of each district of the
island.

in the middle of all these troubles, education was not entirely negleci-
ed. In January 1791, the Assembly founded the Colonial (now Royal)
College, which was attended by no less than 400 pupils at one time.

Governor Malartie, after eight years of turbulent administration, died
on the 2ith July 41800. He learned to merit, in every difficult crisis, the
esteem and affection of the colonists; his funeral was celebrated with
much pomp, and his remains were deposited in the Champ-de-Mars, the
only public walk of the inhabitants of Port Louis. The execution of a
monument, in the form of a ecenotaph, was begun by the inhabitants, but
its completion was not effected until the administration of Sir W. Gomm,
when the necessary funds were raised, Lady Gomm, by means of a Faney
Fair, having brought to a completion the work which during almost fifty
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e years had been allowed to remain as an uncompleted testimony to the
i virtues of an exemplary ruler,
i Mr. de Malartic was immediately succeeded by the Comte Magallon de
Ity Morhiére. The new Assembly, though it had been reconstructed ona
Ly principle which apparently precluded any violent ebulitions of republican
lly fury from within, found itself constantly impeded by the remnant of the
hig republican party. Measures were therefore taken in 1801 for the trans-
fhe | portation of 108 of their number to France; but the vessel that conveyed
iy them foundered off the shores of that country,and the majority perished.
e
ul . CHAPTER V.
ent
g, GENERAL DECAEN.
th ‘ Meanwhile a strong and energetic Government had been established in
i | France, and under its influence the cquivecal independence, for some time
"_Ed maintained by the isles of France and Bourbon, soon began to totter to
il its fall. After he had effectually stifled the liberties of France, Bonaparte
f next turned his attention to the destruction. of those of the Colonies, by
L the decree of the 30th Floreal an 410 (20th May 1802) which passed almost
l.\lte unnoticed in France, but subjected: the Colonies to a most arhitrary
d“; régime.
T:e To execute this law in the isle of France, the Consul General expedited
i a squadron under the orders of Vice Admiral Linois. The flect of the
i Admiral, on bhoard of which was Mr. Decaén, with the title of Captain
e | General of the isles of France and Bourbon and power to execute the new
i decree, contained a large garrison for the defence of theislands.
o | Mr. Decaen disembarked on the 28th of September 4803, took posses-
the sion of the Government, dissolved the Colonial Assembly, which had
lasted for twelve years, abolished the whole existing system by a procla-
e mation of twelve lines, and promulgated the new constitution formed for
il ¢he Colony by the Consuls,—in virtue of which all the executive, legisla-
tive, and judicial powers were committed to three high functionaries,
} styled the Captain General, Colonial Prefect, and Commissary of Justice.
!:;: At this time the isles of France and Bourbon were the only relics of
ih French dominion to the East of the Cape, The fayorable position of
o those islands for the equipment and victualling of Ships-of-War and
it privateers, rendered them of incalculable ipjury to British commerce
i with India. Disasters at sea were immediately repaired at Port Louis.
The Creoles of the island, moreover, men of an active and adventurous
i spirit, delighted inthe most perilous enterprises, and ably seconded the
vl Dpemliéu-ﬁ of the French fleets by the equipment of a large number of
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privateers, with which they cruised successfully in the surrounding seas
that became the theatre of most sanguinary conflicts with English vessels
and theirown. Among the most remarkable of the corsairs of the times
{the captures made by whom can be seen in the archive office) were
Surcouf, Tréhouart, Perrot and Thomasin.

In a word the isle of France was the centre for the freehooters of every
nation to fit out privateers and eommit dep redations on English property.

n 1809, when the injuries sustained from the enemy had exceeded all
bounds, when the East India Company bitterly complained of the loss of
their richest vessels on the one hand, and the reclamations of the mer-
ehants could no longer be slighted on the other, when the British Navy,
though everywhere triumphant, could not correct the eyil, either by a
blockade of the 1sland,or by bringingtheir ships to actien, the IndianGo-
vernment considered the subject as worthy of its attention, and resolved
on the conquest of the Colony. Since the departure from India of the
Marquis of Wellesley, who had long before insisted on the step, the mea-
sure had been procrastinated ; which may be partly attributed to the
qact of General Decaen, who used every endeavour to conceal the real
state of the defences.

The Indian Government being, however, at length able to spare a suf-
ficient body of men for the enterprise, a detachment of the 56th Regi-
ment and a strong body of Sepoys under the command of Lieut.-Col.
Keating were embarked at Bombay carly in 4809, with orders to take
possession of the isle of Rodrigues, in order to afford occasional aid to the
squadrons, and harrass the enemy’s quarters. Vice Admiral Bertie, sta-
tioned at the Cape, was ordered to enforce a vigorous blockade. In Sep-
tember, learning from Commodore Rowley that an advantageous attack
might be made on Bourbon, Colonel Keating readily joined in the enter-
prise, and Captain Corbett of the Néréide was from his knowledge of the
coasts and defences, employed in bringing the army and navy to their
destination.

On the 21st September a successful descent was made near St.-Paul’s

al Reunion and Government stores were destroyed to the value of a mil-
lion sterling, besides a considerable booty being carried away.

The landing of Captain Willoughby at Black River and Jacoté was
perhaps one of the most brifliant actions of the war, from their cool in-
trepidity and daring. No attempt had been hitherto made to land on
the island. Cruising off Cape Brabant, in the Otter Sloop of 18 guns,
that officer attempted to cut out, in spite of a smart resistance, a brig and
two other small vessels lying under the protection of the batleries ag
Black River. Two boats were sent 4o secure the brig, which was carvied
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i in the face of a heavy fire of musquetry from a party of soldiers drawn
: up todefend her. The batteries being however alarmed, the English,

‘= were compelled to abandon the vessel, but they carried out the lugger in
' defiance of a heavy fire, with the loss of one man only.

On attempting to cut out a large vessel at the end of April 1840 at
! anchor at Jacoté, before the boats could reach the ship the alarm was
g given, so that by the time they approached the shore, the batterics and
I | two field pieces were playing upon the only spot where the troops could
i land. In spite of every obstacle a landing was effected, the batteries

dashed upon and taken possession of.in less than ten minutes and about
70 regular troops put to flight, leaving their officer and field pieces in the
hands of the assailants. It was next imperative to take the battery on

2

o the Souillac side of the River des Gallets, which was almost impassible,
q | The river was crossed, and the party giving three cheers, charged with
it 1 the bayonet and carried the hill and batteries in a brilliant manner.

3 After destroying the gun carriages, spiking the guns, removing the
lit field pieces on board the frigate, and again putting to flight the enemy
il who had rallied, the English carried off the Schooner, and re-embarked

with the loss of one man.

i In the succeeding months, attacks were made witha disproportionate
ie success at Belombre and the Cap de la Savanne. Bourbon had been
o, abandoned, and the enemy in tranquillity awaited a reinforcement.
ke J About 4,000 men (half Sepoys) being dispatched from Madras on the 10th

Ie June 1810, Grande Chaloupe aud §t.-Marie were soon taken, and on the
9th July that island surrendered, and Mr. R. T. Farquhar was left with

¢ | e

i | a great portion of the troops as temporary Governor,

| In the following month, the isle de la Passe (off Grand Port) on which

hi there was a circular fort and barracks to command the entrance of the

be harbour was stormed and taken in the night by Capt. Pym of the Syrius

it frigate, who leaving a strong force on ile de la Passe, and one of his
vessels in the port, left for a cruise round the island, Informed of this,

s General Vandermaesen rallied the inhabitants and with them and the

il { regular troops, rushed with eagerness to the quarter menaced. The tide

L of success turned on the side of the French whose position now appeared

in every way precarious,

::5 ‘ A strong squadron, under Capt. Duperré, after eruising in the neigh-

o houring seas with success, arrived with three prizes laden w ith troops off

" Grand Port on the 20th August. Allured by the French 51;..5[1'[1!5 which the

il English had procured, Duperré deemed it prudent to put in, and bore up

for the harbour, the Victor corvette (which had been taken from the En-

8 L ; : bty ;
glish in a cruise) leading the way, and the Bellong of 44, Capt. Duperr€

il
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bringing up the rear. In the interval the crew of the Néréide, which had
remained at Grand Port, had been posted at their guns, and awaited the
order to fire, and a party of the 33rd and 69th regiments under Capt.
Dodd were equally ready at the batteries on the islot. When on the
point of doubling the Néréide, the Vietor was called upon to strike,
which refusing, a broadside immediately eompelled obedience. The En-
glish flag now fluttered in the wind in lieu of the French. Too late to
rally, the Minerve and Ceylon (prize) which had followed the Victor were
compelled to pass through the narrews, amidst a raking fire from Lhe
Néréide and the fort, which was returned by them with spirit until they
reached the anchorage at the bottom of the bay. Secing this, Duperré
resolved on forcing the passage with the Bellone. Entering the pass un-
der easy sail, he returned the fire of the fort and frigate with a vigo-
rous broadside undes the stern of the latter, and tacking about, entered
the harbour and gave the signal to the Windham, which was behind, to
follow his example, but the Capt. preferred remaining out at sea. While
the attention of the Néréide was distracted by the attack of the Bellone,
the Victor, previously taken, took advantage of the moment and escaped
from the English into the bay. By this mancuvre the whole of the
French fleet had heen enabled to place itself under the protection of the
batteries, where it arranged itself in a crescent.

On the 21st, shells having been thrown by Capt. Willoughby, the
frigates were compelled to approach nearer shore.

The Windham, East_ Indiaman, which had declined entering the port,
was in the meantime taken at Black River and dispatched to Isle Bona-
parte by the boats of the Syrius,—which had received intelligence of the
attack at Grand Port, and given notice to the Magicienne and Iphigenia
frigates which were cruising off the north-west port.

On the 22nd the Nérédide was joined by the Sirius, to which Capt.
Willoughby made signal that he was prepared for action; that the ene-
my was inferior in force to’the two British frigates supported by the
fort ; while the master of the Néréide assured Capt. Pym that he could
lay him alongside the Bellone. In steering for the purpose the Sirius
grounded and could not be got ofl till the next day at noon which for that
day frustrated the design.

Reinforcements were in the meanwhile pouring into Grand Port, and
every possible advantage being taken of the proximity of the land. Troops
were distributed among the whole of the French vessels. The English on
their side received additional support by the arrival on the 23rd at 4 ».
m. of the Magicienne and Iphigenia frigates, Capts. Lambert and Curtis,
who had previously been warned by Capt. Pym. The planof attack was in-
stantly arranged, and the British squadron again stood in. The English
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: frigates divected their course, one for the Minerve, a second for the
3 Ceylon, and the other two for Duperré’s frigate and the Victor, with in-
:t tent of attacking them at anchor. A well directed fire from the French
i ships and batteries began the attack. In steering for the Bellone the
'h Sirius grounded for a second time, in sucha position as to be unable to
oy return the fire of the enemy.
i The Magicienne also grounded along side the Minerve, and was obliged
0l to restrict her fire to three guns and musquetry. The cables of the
e Minerve and Ceylon (which now struck her colours) were cut away; but
1 before a boat could take possession of the latter, they both drifted on
) shore with their broadsides towards the Bellone, and their fire became
,ﬁgﬁ almost useless. The Bellone, to escape being fouled by her consorts,
ml cut her cable and ran aground, but preserved an excellent position. So
il far the English seemed to have the advantage, as they had two frigates
i left to oppose to the Bellone and the hatteries.
o At this juncture, the Néréide Capt.Willoughby seeing what had befallen
" the Sirius,in spite of the raking fire poured on her,steered for the Bellone,
i and between these ill-matched vessels a furious cannonade commenced,
L in which the Victor took a part. The Néréide, within a half pistol shot
of the two latter was subject to a tremendous fire from both and the cross
, i fire of the batteries. The Iphigenia, separated by a shoal, endeavoured
in vain to run to her assistance. The effect was soon visible, her spring
por being shot away, she swunground with her stern fo the Bellone. The
Boni: cable of the Néréide was cut to bring her starboard guns to bear. Being
ol severely wounded on the head; the quarter-deck mast and fore-castle
1A guns dismounted ; the deck guns disabled; and the rest of the squadron
on the rocks ; running aground astern where she was hulled by the ships
Gyt and batteries; and five hours having elapsed without the arrival of a boat
i from the squadron, Capt. Willoughby ordered the five of the Néréide to
ol cease, and the survivors to take refuge inthe hold. A boat was despatch-

wi ed to Capt. Pym to apprize him of the defenceless state of the ship, leav-
ing him to say whether it was practicable to tow her out of the reach of

ﬁnf the enemy’s shot ; or whether he should set her on fire. The boat re-
o turned with orders to repair on board the Sirius, which Capt. Willough-~
| by rvefused to do.

Iﬂ’m.; A hoat was nextsent to the Bellone to inform herthat the Néréide had
o struck.

lisho|

Fe The fire from the other English frigates ceased, except the Iphigenia,
ol while the broadsides of the Bellone became more vigorous, fed as they
il were by assistance of sll kinds from the Minerve, which was sheltered

ol from capture by the Iphigenia only by the intervention of a shoal.




XXXHu

At the very moment when his victory appeared complete (111, 10 m.
p.a.) Commodore Duperré was wounded on the head by a grape shot.
Capt. Bouvet of the Minerve at once replaced him. The French continu-
ed their fire on the Néréide during the night. Although the batteries and
the Bellone had been hailed times without number to say that the Néréide
had struck, the fire from the former continued to be poured upon that
ill-fated vessel, which had sunk as low as the shoal would perniit.

Tt was not till nearly four o’clock of the 26th that the French, ceasing
their fire, boarded the Néréide,when they found a most frightful scene of
carnage. The decks were covered with the dead and dying. Nearly
every Officer and Seaman had been killed or wounded. Not a part of
the ship had been sheltered. Capt. Willoughby himself was found re-
clining on the eapstan, his arm dangling out of its socket and one of his
eyes hanging on his check, singing aloud «Rule Britannia.» He even
then struggled, under some impulse of mental aberration, until over=-
powered. Around were 146 of the crew lying dead, and many of the
wounded afterwards breathed their last. It is stated that the continua-
tion of the fire of the French alter the Bellone had been hailed to say the
Néréide had struck, was occasioned by the Union Jack being still flying,
having been nailed to the mast, which had not a cord remaining by
which to aseend ; and that the firing ceased only on the mast being cut
down. No sooner had the French hoisted their own colours en the
Néréide, than the battery on the Isle de Ia Passe directed its fire upon
that vessel and forced them to abandon her. From this time till after
midnight on the 24th, the French fire was directed upon the Magicienne,
until 2 o’clock, when after firing a few last random shots, the English,
having lost 8 men and having many wounded, set fire to and abandoned
her. She blew up at 14 h. 30 m. p.m. The crew reach in safety the
islot and the Iphigenia, which had scarce taken any part, in the action,
and was able by three o'cloek to get to larboard of the Magicienne, and
endeavoured for some hours to get the Sirius afloat, but in vain.

On the morning of the 25th, the fire of the French was turned on the
Sirius, which being ill-able to return it, was at 10 o’clock p. ., aban~
doned and set fire to. The flames, fanned by the evening breeze, offered
1o the countless spectators on shore a resplendent and yet a horrible
spectacle. At 11 p. m. the powder magazine blew up and destroyed what
remained of the gallant vessel.

The Iphigenia, on board of which were 1,000 men without water or
provisions, alone remaining intact, hastened to make her escape under
the zuns of Ile de la Passe; the Bellone followed herin the rear to
crown the victory ; when the division of Commodere Hamlin, consisting
of the Venus 4%, La Munche %0, Astrée 40, and Enireprenant corvette
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:Ii; ' suddenly appeared in the offing ou the 2ith, and taking their position in
i, the van, left to the English no means of escape.
54l General Decaen dispatched an officer with a summons to sarrender, to
i which Captain Lambert, after flattering Tiimself in vain with the hope of
iy a rescue, his ammanition being almost expended, at lenglh consented,
with the promise that the officers and men should be sent to the Cape
) within a month, which was not done. The prisoners numbered 100
‘Mm naval and military officers and 1,600 soldiers, seamen, officers and
Y marines.
Neap
Dt The loss of the French in the action was also censiderable. The
i Bellone had 37 killed and 142 wounded, and the other frigates suffered
I severely.
ko But it must be remembered that the English were still in possession of
lott: Réunion Island, and that other English vessels weve afloat on these seas.
":i':: Commedore Hamelin, whose opportune arrival at Grand Poit, was'to be
al attributed to t he removal of the English fleet {from tle blockade of Port
™ Louis where it was previously shut up, succeeded only in reaching that
nil;gb] port, when the English under Commodore Rowley shewed themselves,
1 ]n.m. were unable to approach the land before their countrymen had
il yielded.
e up The several engagements which occurred {rom this time till the taking
Il afle | of the island, the limits of this worlg,which are already exceeded, will net
it | permit of being enumerated, and the particulars of the last event must
gl therefore conclude this portion of the epitome.
thod Year after year had the project of reducing this powerful possession of
I'EIj-ihf the enemy been contemplated, but postponed. Lord Minto, the Governor
m“: General of India, having obtained the perfect subjection of the native
b Governments, coupled with the evenis in Euvope, dispatched a body of
qroops sufficient to crush all effectnal opposition. To this end Bengal,
o e Madras, Bombay, Bourbon, Ceylon and the Cape respectively furnished

A their quota of troops. The land army, consisted of 11,800 men (irres-
‘ pective of the Cape division of 3,500) a small portion of cavalry, and a

ol |

;:;ﬁnh'd formidable train efglight and heavy artillery. The combined fleet, under

il Vice Admiral Bertie, consisled of 27 ships of war, besides 80 East India-

k| men and transports.

walEfF; The fleet arrived in sight of the island on the 20th, and at 10 o'clock on
il the morning of the 21stthe whole flect anchored at Grand Bay. The

frﬂl“ encmy immediately retired from that portion of the coast, blowing. ap

i the fort in the vicinity. Before the cvening 10,000 men were able to

’ land without accident or resistance. The fleet was in the meantime
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diracted to maintain (he blockade of Port Napoleon, to proieet the con-
voy at the anchorage, and a third of it to keepup a communication with
the army on shore, as it advamced, to furnish the necessary supplies.
Lieut. Col. Smythe being left to cover the landing place, it was necessary
for the army to advanee for aboat five mites through a weod, to prevent
itz oceupation by the enemy. On entering the wood it was met and fir-
ed upon by the retreating corps from Grand Bay, by which Col. Keating,
Lieut. Ashe and a few of the men were wounded,

Having regained the open country without further opposition, and had

time to t, hefore day break the army resumed its march with the in-
tention of halting no more till it arrived before Port Napoleon, but from
the deprivation and exhaustion of the troops General Abererombie was
compelled to halt at Powder Mills, five miles distant. At 2 o’clock Ge-
neral Pecaen, someé mounted officers, and about 80 hussar guards appear-
ed within 100 vards of the British line, afrer surprising and cutting ©
pieces a small piequet in the wood., e was pursued by the light com-
panies of the 12th and 59th, a few of his men were killed, and he himself
received a hall throujgh his hat and was slightly grazed on the teg.

Early the nest morning Licut. Col. MacLeod teok possession without
apposition of the batteries at Baie des Tortues and Tombean to Leep up
a communication with the Beet, At B o'clock the army advanced, led by
a reserve of the 89th under Major General Warde. On penetrating about
300 paces a wood which had to be passed, a desultory fire was commen-
ced by the lght troops of the enemy, Several men were struck down, but
the English troops evidently offered a move elfectnal opposition.  In re-
tiring the French began to destioy a bridge, which was however left still
passable 1o the troops, and the artitlery traversed the siver itself.

In this eharge the Englishlost Liewt. Col. Campbell, and Majoy 0’ Keefe
of the 12th. A eorps now ascended the signal mowntain, and placed the
English Flag wupon it, their eheers reverherating from the surrounding
hills.  Inthe cowrse of the forenoon, a position in the front of the lines
was (aken, beyond the reach of cannon shot, and the army began to de-
ploy, which the French perceiving they opened fire from the battery
Damas with heavy erdnanee, but with little effect, The army eonse-
quently retired a few paces. During the night a party of marines arriv-
ing from the squadron, were mistakenr for the enemy, and some shot®
were fired Ly which a few were unfortumately kilted and several wounded.

The enemy’s line, under General Vandermacsen, about 3,500 strong,
with field pieces and howilzers, was stationed 1o the East of Pieter Both
mountain, almost parallel to the wood, about 200 paces from il and
reaching a habitation on the left, thereby being favourably placed for
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™ making an impression on the Knglish as they should emerge from ihe a
},w; narrow. road to the town. From the signal post at Mountain Long every
movement of the British was telegraphed. The skirmishing continued
::1 until the battalions under Licut.-Col. Campbell of the 33rd emerged from
iy the wood and forlm?d themselves, 1hL enemy’s line then gave a con-
fused volley, and while the corps which followed were being formed, the
“E‘ column was cxposed to a shower of grape, which Tortunately was much
iy too elevated. The grenadiers of the 39th now arriving, rushing to the
vharge, the enemy retreated precipitately leaving their field pieces, am-
il munition, with the killed and wounded behind them.
My A false alarm likewise disturbed the encmy ; the national guards be-
“‘lf“‘* came irrésolute, the Cape division and a reinforcement of troops landed
m“ at Petite Riviere. These circumstances induced General Decaen to pro=
Hidy pose terms of capitulation, and a flag of truve was sent, whils arrange-
Shin ments were still going en for a general attack of the town. The ar-
ity rangements were only stayed on General Decaen revising the articles of
LU capitulation, which being done, the treaty® was signed by the Commis-
lbls sioners appointed by each party, at one o'clock in thé morning of the 3rd
b December 1810,
i il The loss on each side is stated a1 about 70 killed and 200 wounded.
i The French squadron was delivered up, and the 4strée 44, Bellone 44,
w,'l'!m‘ La Manche 4%, La Mincroe 52, the Victor corvette of 10, the Entrepren-
iy ant and another of 14 guns each, all fine vessels, besides 31 sails of ships
< and brigs fell into the hands of the English. The Iphigenia and Néreide
M"‘Th were also recaptured.
g, -
b CHAPTER VI
()
i THE BRITISH.
judit
gl ¥ Agreeably to the capitulation, the military posts were to be given up
T in the course of the day of the 3Jrd December 1810 to His Britannic Ma-
T jesty. The inhabitants were surprised to find the troops cnter the town
ittt without disorder as they anticipated. The enly ill done hy them on their
o Bl route to Port Louis was inevitable ; but the proprietors who suffered and
L claimed the proferred indemnity, had their losses made good a few days
‘,-;«!'i after by the Government.
Fjvl‘-‘" Although the French garrison was not wonlined, an example was made
el of several refugee Irishmen who had served under the French colours, and
e f5 s
ol * A translation of the act of capitulation is inserted in the Almanack
“'M” of 1831,
Ipﬂrﬂ
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for whom no siipulation was inserted by General Deeach it framing the
conditions of capitulation.

The Governof of Bourbion, Mr. R. T. Farquhar, arriving a few days
afterwards, at once assumed the chiel power of the island, and directed
tlie inkabifants to follow their usual occupations and obey the orders of
their superiors, untl the arrangements of the new Government should
Lie completed.

A discussion shortly after arose between Major Warde and Mr. Far-
qubar, from the fact of the comntission of the latter not having arrived,
and Mr. Farquhar returned to Bourbon, to continue the separate Go-
vernment of that island.  General Warde tHus temporarily hetd the reins
of power, and i the Proelamration of 9th April 1811, announcing his ap-
peintnient, he changed the name of «Ile de Francer into that of «Mau=
ritius,» which Tatter the istand has ever since borne.

On the 20th May 1812, expired the ten years for which the Consuls had.
saspended the constitution. In the year before 11th July 1811, Mr. Far-

: quhar returned to Mauritius, and resumed his office as Governor of it and

of Bouthon and the dependencies.

In the month of February 1813, alarge boa constrictor, measuring 14
foet long, was Killed' in the cascade at Réduit, By Messis, Fleuriotand
Cazeleus.

n 1814, the colony was definitively ceded to Great Britain by an article
of the Treaty of Paris. Bourbon was under the same irealy restored to
Fraice, and in 1813 was taken possession of by the Commissioners of
Louis the XVIII. The hopes which had hitherto been nourished of Mau--
ritius being restored to France were thus for ever dispelled. In the year
following, diplomatic and commercial relations were entered:into be-
tween the AMazuritian Government and Radama, King of the Qvas, who,
from a petty chieftain in the north of Madagascar, had gradually extend-
ed his authority over a great part of the isiand, by means of his supetior
courage and sagacity. The two sons of Radama were sent to England
for their education, passing at Mauritius on their way. The King on his
part engaged to discowntenance and suppress the slaye tradein his do-
minions on the payment of an annual subsidy, Missionaries had been
previously introduced, through whon with ihe aid of a few English me-~
ehanics, some of the aits of eivilized life were introduced into Madagas-
ear. To this tended in no small degree the active co-operation eof Mr.
Hastie. Everything appeaved to promise Radama the sway over the
united empire, when death prevented its accomplishment.

On the return of Governor Farquhar to England in 1817, he was visited

by that oflicer, a mark of attention with which he was greatly delighted:
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i Xk similar conveition for the suppression of the slave frade was conchided
with the Imaumt of Museat.

'* A few days after the 20th September 1816, the Governor presided at &
" sumptuous féte held in commemoration of the taking of possession of the
i island by the Frenchin 1745. The joy manifesicd on this occasion was
i quickly to make place for the decpest feelings of sorrow.

v On the 25th September, a fire broke out in the house of Mr. Deshayes
a0 in Hospital Street, and before it could be extinguished, it extended from
i) the neighbouring houses to {he whole of that side of the town, which was
il ahinost ifmediately in a blaze, the sirects obstructed with people and
bri gouds thrown @bout in the utimost confusion. Disorder was its highest
’hisir!‘ point, and; but for the emergy of the better elass of the inhabitants who
g | were thie most to suffer, tlre town of Port Louis would have formed a

single heap of ashes. By their labourious exeitions the Government
house, after repeatedly taking fire, was saved, and the course of the des-

]:k:::i tructive element confined by Royal an.d Desforges Streets. Those fhus
i burned out lost almost every thing but {le clothes they escaped in, the
furniture and valuables thrown into the streetshaving been in nmiany cases
carried away without a trace being left, or destroyed by the flames; and
| had it not been for the prompt measures of Government at onee after
i the disaster, a famine must have declared itself.
On the 8th September 1817, a Council of Commune, a kind of Muniéi-
e pal Institution, was established by Governor Farquhar in each district of
i b the island, the objects to be deliberated on by which were to be pointeéd
e oul by the Governor.
Inm!ﬂ- The year 1818 was one of the most disastrous for the Colony, which
'fh”w was then visited by one of the most violent hurricanes ever felt; and a
'm_w:& disease of the threat which during senre months filled several families
.':ﬂ:n: with consternation and dismay. In the month of March the port was
il closed to Foreign vessels, and the harricane alluded to tovk place on the
s night of the 28th, during which the barometer descended successively fo
:ME?: 26, 4, 6. 1ts effects were disastrous in every part of the island.
g
.t'lyﬂﬂi'ﬁ" The steps then taken for the suppression of the slave trade were rigid
i bt it the extreme ; no one was free from suspicion, and even persons of the
;JIE!LW most irreproachable character were unwisely subjected todomiciliary and
sl even nocturnal visits under the pretence of being accomplices in the in-
qd ¥ troduction of slaves !
o v To Major General Hall, acting as Governor from thie time of the depav
ture of Mr. Farquhar, 12th November 1817, such extraordinary proceed-
ph L ings are to be attributed, nor did his arbitrary acts end there. He sps-
e pended the Chief Judge, the Procureur General, the Curator of Intestate
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of Estatés, several other functiondries, did the suppressioii of the offices
of Cmnm:i'ndanls of Districts, and the projecicd niilitia were an evidence
of his object being to oyerthraw the gdod actions of Mr. Fatquliar. Com-
plaints were consequently sént againist him to England, which weie [a=
vourably listeried to by the Minister. Mr. G. Smith was tonsequently
reinstalled it his office as Chief Judge, Colonel Draper,* in his previous
office of Collector of Custonis, and Major Waugh as Registrar in Admiral-
iy.

On the 10th Decediiber 6f the same year General itall took his departure
from the island, leaving Coloncl Dalryiiiplé to ofliciate until the arrival of
Major General Darlifig. - The most remdrkable dcts of the admiinistralion
of Colonel Dalrymple; during tlie two nionths he held the iciiis of power,
were his reipstating Mr. Virieux, the Procureur General; in office, and
ihe re-establishment of the Comiiiandaits of the Districts. On thic 25tk
January 1819, anotlief violent hurriciné was felt, which injured the
Royal' College to such dn extént that the building Was removed scveral
inches from its place, two coasters were sunk in the harbour, and six
other vessels stranded.

The impression made by this new disaster was ot effaced, when Major
General Darliiig, slamed as Acting Governior and Commander of the
Troops,arrived on the 5th February. | §

b

The new Govérnor brought with him hopes of the re-operning of the
port, solicited with eagerness since 1817, and ailnounced his good inten-
tions by a Proclamation. But thie praise his good qualities might other-
wise have garned for him was silenced by untoward circumstatices,

In the month of November 1819, the cholera morbus suddenly broke
ottt in Port Louis, and spread with frightful rapidity into the country
districts. The general belief was that it was introduced by the i'rigm(e

* A curious faet connected with this decision of the Minister with re-
gard to Colonel Draper, it may be permitted to the writer to insert in this
place. That gentleman whose temporary removal from office mayv be
looked upon as one of the niost arbitrary and capricious steps of the }\ct—

" ing Governor, was from his youth notoriously addicted to the amuse-
ments of the turf, of which he was considered the « Father» in Mauri-
tius. On the day of his receiving intelligence of his re-appointment to
oftice, a racer which he had sent for from the Cape,arrived,—to which he
gave the name of Restoration. For upwards of 14 years this heast was

the pet of the Colonel, and ran with success yearly on the course, on

which it expired during a well contested struggle to the regret not u;n[v

of the Colonel himselt but of every lover of the sports of the turf,

1i
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h
J Topaze which arrived on the 29th October, and dissatisfaction was i
y onee shown at the acts of the Governor. who was reproached with not
. haying enforeed due regard to the Quarantine laws,
" According to Baron D'Unienville, the Topaze anchored in Porl Louis
iy on the 29th October, having several cases of sickness on board, and com-
ol munication with the land was permitted, without any attention being
paid to the order that was given to burn the clothes of the crew which
iy had veen deposited at Coopers’ Island. The Blacks were the first to
i suffer, the disease having broke out amongst them a short time after-
g watds, and on the 19th November it was deelared to be the cholera mor—
", bus. Demands were already made to send away the frigate, to which
il the General did not comply, but ordered a meeting of the faculty to as—
o certain their opinion on the disease, which increased its vavages daily on
. all classes of the population. The opinion of the board was that the di-
i scase was not contagious nor introduced from abroad. The town be-
i came deserted, the people seeking refuge in the most isolated parts of
the country.  All payments were at once stopped. Communication
¥ with Bourbon was prohibited by the Governor of that 1sland,
it
,fib‘ Death stalked in every district, and the police did net suffice for the
interment of the dead. The eall for returns of mortality was without
" effect.
il During the month of January, however, the discase happily abated in
e violence; and in the month of February the Governor called an assem-
bly of the «Conseils de Communes» to consalt with them as (o the
e means of repairing, as far as possible, the bad result that might other-
i wise have been anticipated. The Governor unwisely attributed the pes-
,J-‘_,ﬂ;, tilence which had just befallen the Colony to a visitation of heaven, con-
y sequent on the illieit traffic in slaves which had in a few cases been ear—
ﬁ-,_,_ ried on. This accusation was violently replied Lo by the Conseils de
1 Communes, in a letter where move acrimony than logic and propriety
il was shown.
14 The result was the imediate dissolution of those bodies, after (he
i Governor's assuring himsell of their full adherence to the sentiments
e they had expressed.
gl
" The loss by the Cholera was greatly exaggerated ; the most moderate
% fixed it at from 10 to 15,000 slaves, but the number did not execed 6,000,
'M which with the losses caused by the Fire of 1816 and the subsequent
vtl"-" hurricanes of 1818 and 1819 were more than sullicient to place the Co-

lony in a most deplorable position.

Governor Farquhar whose return had been anxiously awaited by the
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public, &rvived Lo resume his office on the 5th July 1820, and apmounced

that the port was re-opened o foreign vessels under cerlain restrictions.

After having rendered many important services to the Colony, that

officer retived from the Government, and was succeeded by Siv Galbraith

Lowry Cole on the 12th June 1823. The new Governor was the harbinger
of measures of the highest impeortance to the Colony. A series of de-
hurricanes had laid waste the erops of the planter, destroying
abitants, and leaying the island in a state of poverty
its staple

vastating
the support of its inh
bordering on inselvency, while the eppressive duty on sugar,
product, excluded it from the market, to which it could most naturalty
and profitably look without opening that of France. An insurrection of
the slaves of Port Louis, was attempted on the 22nd February 1822, by a
Malagache outcast named Ratsitatzne, who calling together a few of the
slaves his countrymen took refuge on the mountain. Being denounced
by one of his followers named Laizaf, as eulpable as himself, the whole
were captured, six of them suffered the extreme penalty of the law, and
their heads were esposed on the place of their meefing. An act was
passed on the 27th June 1823 hy the Imperial Govermment, permitting
the importation of the products of the Colony into England on the same
1orms as those of the West Indies.  An impulse was thus giyven to agricul-

ture, and the crops of sugar were soon doubled.

In 1823, effect was given to the Order in Council of the 9th February of

i the same year by the establishment of a Council of Government, of which

| the members were official, and met for the first time on the 19th August,
Hence the laws were no longer styled Proclamations, emanating from the
Governor alone, but « Ordinances of the Governor in Council. »

On the 9th December 1829, Governor Colyille promulgated the Order in
Conncil of the 22nd June preceding ; which abolished all the unjust dis-
tinetions which had till then existed between the whites and citizens of
which should have been taken earlier by the Govern-

eolour. This step,
peral satisfaction ; and since then, the Colonists of

ment, mel with ge
Mauritius live with harmony, without any of those prejudices of origin
which are the bane of other countries. In 1830 the Colonists resolved to
send an agent to London, to lay at the foot of the throne and demand
certain ameliorations in the laws of their constitution, and in the general
adwministration of the Coleny. Mr. Adrien D'Epinay was selected for this
imperiant mission.  Oa the {0th of October 1830, he embarked for En-
glaud, and returning twelve months afterwards, gave an account of the
result in a general assembly held in Port Louis. Lord Goderich, the
Secrctary of State for the Golenial Departnent, Lad received him in a
most favorable mauner, and promized ‘attention to the prineipal reclama-

vions of the Colenists, The creation of a Legislative Council, balf the

IS
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members unofficial, and the important concession of the liberty of the

Uy press were the first vesults. The previous Council was abolished on the
iy, 48th January 1832, and the oaths of office were taken by the new meni~ 4
™ bers on the 23rd.  The first Ordinance passed by the Conncil established

2 Penal Code which was disallowed by the Minister, on the plea of several

"

':i impur‘tant t{tﬂiSSiOﬂg having been made in it, (see Despatch of Lord

Iy Goderich of 15th Mafch-SS). The second Ordinance established the Ii-

iy berty of t_hc? press, which had previously been subject to the censorship

iy of the Chief Secretary.

iy On HTC 25th Maﬁm 1832, the Qrdcr '1 n Council of the 2nd November 1831,

e Tegulat‘mg the rfgh‘ls and duties of master and servant arrived and was
immediately put in force. - Previous to this, a project for the emancipa-

sy tion of the slaves, which the Colonists saw was ineyitable, having been

ol drawn up, was transmitted by them to England for approval. The same

'.“M vessel that had brought the Order in Council was also bearer of the in-

M" felligence (announced on the 30th) that Mr. Jeremie, formerly Chief Judge

i at St. Lucia was to be sent out as Procureur and Advocate General. A

iy gorcible pamphlet, which he published in London, and in which he ex-

B pressed a desire to sce the emancipation of the slaves immediately

" achieved, was, at the same time, received. A report was spread abroad

ks tliat the object of his mission was o carry this into effect at Mauritius,

g where he was anxious to make a primary csperiment. A deputation of
the principal inhabitants assembled, in consequence, on the 27th fo w

ko March, at Government House, and presented an address to the Governor, X

i il expressive of the danger by which they conceived the Colony to be me- ™

b At .naced, and requesting that he would autherize the Colenists to form

gl themselves into a corps of volunteers for the maintenance of public tran- &

i quillity. The authority was granted, the corps formed, and guard kept

Jht day and night under the pretext of repressing any movement among the

il slaves.

ot On the 4th June, in ihe same year, arvived Mr. Jeremie in the ship

e Ganges. On the following day, amidst the most violent attempts o op-

e oppose it, he took the oath of office and was admitted to his seat in Coun-
) . 5 - . ‘ v .
¢il. The public uneasiness at once increased ; the course of affairs was

ﬁ:: stopped as though spontaneousiy; the courts of Justice were deserfed;

\i‘li!’t it seemed as if the whole Colony had become paralized. The maiket

47 was without provisions and the harvest was left uncut by the inhabitants. -f‘ N
":‘é; Addresses without number poured in from ail parts of the island, praying 3 4
J i that Mr. Jeremie might be sent away. el
qui « While this ferment was very general (to give Mr. Jeremie’'s own ver- o e
T:I'::A sion*) Mr. Blackburn announced his readiness to convene a Court to Wi

m"iﬂjl “RecENT EVENTS AT MAURITIUS, 1835, page 4L, :
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sial Mr. Jerenmie, and the 22nd of June was agreed upon. On the day
app-;intod {he whole town was in commotion; the front of Government
House was thronged from an early hour by the population, and the mili-
tary guards were all doubled. AL 10 o’clock Mr. Jeremie left Govern-
mient house through the gavden and by thie back door for the Court house,
thus,accompanied by the Governor's private Secretary, succeeded in
the Court-house without being observed, except by rather a

—he
veaching
numercus party collected opposite the door of the Court-house, by whons
they were hooted. No sconer was it known that he had reached the Court,
than a large crowd assembled. Mr. Blackbarn and Mr. Justice Cooper,
who was that day to be swornin as a Judge, alone appeared in Court.
The Court was therefore adjourned, the clerk of it (Mr. Canet) refusing to
draw up the minate of proceedings, coneeiving that all the bench bad
done was illegal. Mr. Jeremie immediately endeavoured to return to
Government house, which he was prevented by the crow d fromdoing, hay-
ing heen assaulted on the threshold of the Court-house. A military
guard was sent for, and on its arrival he endeavoured to pass through
the crowd under the protection of a Captain's guard and of a strong body
of police. At a short distance from ihe Court-house, he was again as~
saulted. Captain Congreve of the 29th, who commanded, was struck on
the liead by a stone and Mr. Jevemie collared and struck also. At this
time one or two of the turbulent were slightly wounded,and four or five
were taken ; theremainder then fled, and he returned in safety, under a

sirong military escort, to Government house. »

To preserve public tranquillity, i consequence of the opposition made
throughout, after calling the Council, and assuring himself of the opinion
of the mass of the planters and an official member of the Council, Col.
Draper, having expressed, to his own signal misfortune, his opinion as
to the expediency of Mr. Jeremic's at once leaving the Colony, Sir Charles
Colville ordered his departure, which took place on the 29th. The dis-
turbances now cntirely ceased, and every one returned to his usual oc-
cupations as they had begun to do some days befoce Mr. Jeremice left the

island.

On the 3lst January 1833, Sir Charles Colyille was succecded by Sir
William Nicolay. On the 4th February the new Governor published an
order in Council of the 6th November ordering the dissolution of the yo-
lunteers under pain of death ; but the corps had already disbanded itself.

To counteract the effects of Mr, Jeremie's arrival in London, the Colo-
nists again deputed Mr. D’Epinay on a mission to England, on the 27th
February, to give a version of theiv own with respect to the late occup-
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i, ©On Mr. Jeremie's arrival in England, and reporting himself to the l{
by, Minister, he was at once desired to return, with the least possible delay, |
- snstructions having been given to ensure his being able to resume his |
W, duties without molestation. e consequently embarked for the island on |
%, board a vessel of war, and arrived with two regiments for the reinforce- |
& ment of the garrison on the 29th April 1833. He immediately entered on
“ his functions at the Court of Appeal and took his seat in Council, with-
I'" out encountering new difliculties.

“il On the 3rd of September 1834, an official notice was issued, anuouncing
» Mr. Jeremie's dismissal by order of the King.

" In January 1833, Mr. Adrien Caiez D'Epinay returned to Mauritius,
T after an absence of sixtcen months, and his labours were rewarded by a
e, succession of banquets and other acknowledgments in every quarter of

i the island.

e i On the 4st February 4835, the act of Parliament passed on the 28il
T August 1833, came into operation, and slavery ceased from that moment
i 1o exist in Mauritius ! This great event was unaccompanied by anything
bma in the shape of disorder, and was celebrated by the négro by the most
d miti heartfelt feelings of gratitude and joy. An Order in Council of the Gth
il July of the same year preserved to the Colonists the right of apprentice-
ol bl ship over the ci-devant slaves. In October 1836, the magnificient port
i e Mahébourg, which had up to this time remained closed to trading ves-

sels, was opened by an advice from the Collector of Customs ; but only
a few vessels have since been freighted there.

Sir William Nicolay was succeeded on the 16th July 1840 by Sir Lionel
Smith, G. C. B., who died at the age of 6% on the 2nd January 1842,
leaving the post to be temporarily filled by Lieut.-Col. Staveley, the
senior officer in command of the Troops, until the arrival of Sir William
M. Gomm, K. C. B., which took place on the 2ist November 1842. Being

g e

o called to a superior command in India, Sir W. Gomm took his departure,
,-,;:wl after ruling for 7 years, on the 5th May 1849, leaving, in virtue of the
s Royal Instructions, the senior officer in command to aet till the arrival of

his successor, Sir George Anderson, who assumed the reins of power on

L the 8th June of the same year. Being in:his turn promoted to the Go-
""ij, vernment of Ceylon, Sir George left with his suite for that Colony on the
"M 19th October 1830, and was replaced temporarily by Major General
'S‘_“ William Sutherland until the arrival of our present Governor, JAMES
L MacavLay Higeinsow, Esq., C. B., who took the oaths of office on the
S Sth Januarv 1254,
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