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"Pyxonucs cTHxos allb-Axpaca"

, baraag,
1963 1.

"layn-nawa ¥ xouen NDSBAE HUA Map
lpage®, Barnan, 1967 1,

"Counannauy HAlMOHBINEN ¥ WX BINAHNE H
T

COBpEMEHHYN mo33up", Kaup , 1968 r.

JAINKOB B

CGoprrrnN CTHX0B: "ComecTs =
Anercanzpua, I950 y Anexcanzpus,
1953 p, ‘"'COron ®nsEn", Belipyr, 1960 r,

peMEHu",
ER | e ¥
T'., "Mexomnu"

\oo




WsBecTHHt Wpaxcknit yuewwit, nosT M obuecTEEH-
Huft gearens a-p Keed Nssenzmn poxmnca B r.baaxyta
/Mpax/ B 1922 r. Brvemee oGpas3oBaHie NOTYYHN B
Anewcanzpuitckon yHiBepcureTe. B 1956 1. JloHZOHCHUM
VHHBEDCHTETOM €My CHIOIPHUCBOEHO YUeHOE 3BAHNE ILOW-
ropa fuaocoduu. C TOro %xe roZa Havan NpenozaBaTh
Ha faryasTeTe AUT:paTypd barzamcoro yHABEpPCHTETa.
B 1966 r. emy Gmuno npuc=oeBo aBanue npofeccopa. C
1962 r. paGoTaeT TeHEeDAABHHM cexpeTapeM lpakckoil
avameMny Hayk., B 1964 r. Gunm u30paH zelicTBUTENE-
HHM YNEeHoM Awszenuu. '

I-p Wced lszemmns - ozu+ M3 OcHoBaTENEl M
cexpeTsps AccouMauuy HpaKckKux nucareneit. ImaBHHM
pedaxTop ®ypHana "Anm Kyrrac", Msjsnueroca 3TOM
Accorinannes.

YuscTBORan B DALE MELIYHADOLHHEX ¥ Mewapas-
CKUX KOHOEPSHUH BOCTOKOBEIOE M nucarenei.

Ero ocHOBHLE TpYIOH:

"OcoGeriocTy upake-olft moasuu I9 B.",Barzam,
1958 r., 2 wan.Hsup, I965 r.

"CoBpeleHHAaA Npaxcliad NO93HA U BAWAHWE HA
Hee TIONMTIYeCHMX U ColUMANBHHX TeueHwit", barmsm,
1960r.,2 wag.Kanp,I965 r, ;




TlonxeH TDMEECTH  WC-<DeHHWID GIarToZapHOCT: 3a
OKAZAHHYD MHEE LEHHYX NOoMoWs CONTaPCKOMY MAHHCTDY,
WBBECTHOMY TNYCATENN U NpelcefraTeln OGuecTBa ADPY&E-

OH W H}ItT““-IY c:taﬁﬁ ¢ 3apyCeRHHMH CTpaHaMN
npofeccopy I'eop TnunTposy-TouKnyy, AUDEKTODY
BOGTOUHOTO orzens T-xe Mapum MuxafimoBol 1 BCEM
paGOTHNKAEN HYABTYDH, B TOM uucne PypaTy an-lxaBaxupn .
lpuEory 01 CHaroZapHOCTE CONPOBOXAABIEM MOHHA

llenxe HET:y;trzf: n 1;;:d'f Eae;y, ceMne balipax-

& TOCTENPHUEMCTBO,

et

Bonsmyn mo aHWA OKa38l MAe
npoBeccop 1 TaKxe NOGHaTOIapHTh

I jepeB0 NpPEeNCcloBNA
% 9TOl KHUPE HA pycc:nil ASHK, paCOYMX TUNOoTpadyn
/e 3EBEDUUTE 3TY

0CEQ WB3ENMH

ye¥




R ) =

aKTHBHO YYSCTEBYHNT ydaumwecs, CTYIGHTH # WHTENINTESH-
nusa. OGHYHO BO BpeMA 2TOT'0 NpPa3ZHUKE OONTEDH Hale-
BANT HAUWOHAARHHE OLSHIH.

[lo cnyuan NoABAEHHE B CBET cBoeft mepBolf nocne
BoaBpamenud ws boarapun nyGauMgannin, A XoTen OH OT=
KETUTE Te J0oOpHE UYBCTBA W MNDOKOE TOCTENpPHHMCTERO,
KoTOpHE OHIM MNPOREBJIEHH KO MHE GOJrapCxUM HAPOAOM
W ZeATENAMN KYIRTYPH., DHAC CZENSHO BCE BOSMORHOE,
UYTOOH CO37Z8TE ONETONDHATHHE YCAOBHA ANA MOed paloTH
W oTauxa, Cnyxaome OMOIMOTEKW C TOTOBHOCTED BHIOI-
HAZNN MOW 38%a3H HA HHUTH,

MHe X0Tenock OH TaKHe HEMpPEMEHHO OTMETHTS
37eCH BeOyUMECA B CTDAHE CTPOMTENRHYe pPatoTH W Npor-
pecc “yIRTYDPH B pASANUHHX oGnacTAX EW3HW bonrapun,
C HOTODEMH f TOBHEKOMMICH BO BpPEeMA NOE3JKN MO CcTpa-
He. [lpn3Hawy SKOHOMHYECKOTO ¥ KYJIBTYDHOTO NpoOTpecca
JdaMeTHH BO BCex OOATapCcKMX TOpojax W cejax,d 9TOoT
Nporpecc HUYYTE He MeHBUS, YeM B JNWOHX APYIUX To-
pozax M cenax EBponH.

Hazenck, UTO NpPOBEJeHHAA MHOW CKDOMHAaA pado-
Ta M0 DPerNCTpauuy YacTH JocTHReHmM apabceroil MHCIN
W MYCYNEMSHCKOTO HACHEZCTES ¥ O3HAKOMIGHWES C HUMH
WeecnenosaTenell, MucanTenelt m nucareneil, NOCHYRMT
PE3BNTHH NAEHHX N KYJABTYDHHX CEBA3GH MERIy ZAODOTHM:
HameMy cepxuy Mpaxowm, apaocmoii nauued m bLonrapueil M
€€ HapPOZOM.




ENX YONOMWHANTCA WX BoMEH ¢ cocegavu ¥ OeACTBUA,
NOCTUTaBUNE WX CTpaHy. An-baxkpy HA3HBEsT WX CIEEBA-
Haun. OH onucHBEeT F3rWe OIexZAH OOATApCHMX NOCIHaH-
NeB, ONOACSHHHX WHPOKHMH YKPAUECHHHMYE 30J0TOM M CE-
peGpoM rioAcamy., OH roBopMT, 9TO OHM 3HAWT HECKOJIBKO
ASHKOB W TepeBeny Epadrenue Ha CNSBAHCKUN ABHK,
An-Baxpy coo0maeT 0 BHCOTE WX TOp ¥ yOOTPeONAeMOH
¥Mn nume, O numeT, 4YTO BTO ONATONATHEA CTPEHA W B
reft e Ousaer ronoza. OH Taxkxe onucan ux o0HYan,
NpON3pacTapmMe TaM OPYKTH, EMByOMX TaM nTHd, GON-
TEPCKNE MYSHKEJIBHHE WHCTDYMEHTH ¥ HENWTKHU.

HarwoHansHasg OnOnWoTEeHa OHNIA OCHOBAHE B
1879 1. speMenHoff pycckolt ajumeucTpauMell nocne
ocBoOoRzeHuA Borrapn¥ B3 IB78 r, 0T TOCNOZCTEE
Ocuancxolf nMnepum nox LHa3BaHueM "becniarTram nyo-
nu9Rana OmOavorewa', 28TeM OHa OHNI& NEpen:eHOBAHA
£ Boarapc yo HS8IMOHANBHYD OHOIHOTEKY.

3raHue OWJAMOTERMW TI0O KpacoTe W pazMepaM
NPUHEANGERT ¥ JNyYouM OHONUOTEUYHHM 3IaHMAM 13 TEX,
uTO WHEe TPUXOAUI0CE BHAeTs B EBpone. Bmoanorexa
Ha3BAHA NuMeHamn Kupnana n Medozua B MaMAThk O COCTa-
BUTONAX COBPEMEHHOTO GoXTapcKoTo an’ asuTa. Panee
B Bonrapy— NoAs30BAINCE TPEYECHUN M NATHHCHIM aj-
QapHTaMA. fupwaan » Medozwil OHAM OpaThAMN K2
Canor®r. X oren OO Tpex, 8 MaTh - GOITApHA.
14 wMag HaxZoro roza Gonrapd TOPEECTBEHHO OTMEYanT
WX TaMATH. DTH TODXECTEa NpeIcTaBIANT cobolt Kpyn-
HOE COCHTI® ¥ KyABLTYPHOH! %xuaum Foarapmm, B HuX

of




Fonrapua ¥ OoXATEpH YNOMHHEKTCA B MCTOPHUECHHX
apalfCciMX W MyCYNBMSHC'MX COUMHSHNAX. B HUX moxpoo-
HO TOBODUTCA O Oonrapax, NPUBOZATCA WMHTEDECHHe (QaK-
TH, ONUCHBAETCHA WX KH3HB, TOPrOBHE CBA3W, TpaIulun,
oOHYay, NepeceNcHWA, UMeHa WX wHABeld W nieMeH. He-
KOT0DPHE SBTODH NMOCETHIN WX CTpPaHy W DacCKaBHBADT O
Helt xaK oueBMAUH, & ApPyTHe MNepelanT CBEAeHN:A,
NojlyYeHHHe WME OT NYyTEeNeCTBEHENKOB. [lepBoe ymoMu-
HaHWe 0 OyArapax, BOBMORHO, OTHOCHTCHA K 5 BERY
XuzaxpH /9 B.H,®,/ [lonesrue CBEZeHUWA O HWX NDPUBO-
gaTca B "Mycynsmancuxolt sHumxaonmegunu" u B “lcﬂrpa~
dmu an-Auzaxyec u Esponu", B TOM UACHE O TOM,4TO
9TOT HapOA TNEPECceNnicA M2 WEAD-PYCCKMX DaBHME,
o00CHOBanCcA B Oacceline JAyHam M o0pasoBan BMecCTe
CO CNaBAHAMA TOCYZapcTB0. BamHHe CBEAEHNA NDHUBO-
mur N6e Qaznar, HanpaBnerHuii Xamubom an-Myxrtazn-
poM, TMOCJOM B CTPAHY XAa3aL0B [0 3aNpOCy WX NpaBu-
TeNA IAA O3HAXOMIEHHWAC WCAaMOM,. JTY CTpPaHYy NMOCeTH-
I Taxke B I6 B, AGm an-Xamun an-Asganycu u UOH
BaTyTa.

lon ®agnar pacc'83HBaeT O MOCETHEBLIEM €To GyiI-
TEPCKOM KHA3€, O €r0 YyAUBUTENBHOW KHBHM, E€T0 CHDOM-
HOCTH ¥ INGBM K HeMY Hapoia 88 ero GAaT0pPOAH.I]
Hp&B.

Bnﬁrapu NOAIEDHENRBEENN TOPTOEHE CEA3N ¢ MyCynb-
MSHCKHMW CTpaHsMW, BHBO3A M3 HUX THBHU, OpyRUE W
POBYADHH® M37eNnf. B UCTOUYHMXAX TOBODHTCHA, YTO OANH
m8 nx wHAselt npuuAn wensaM M apadcioe uMA: . Jlxaadap
non A6z Annax.CBoe WMA OH UEH@HUN HE8 MOHETAX. B
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DYKOTIMCH NOCTYNHMAM M2 MeyeTeli, MyCYNEBMaHCHHX pelH-
THOBHHX NKOJN ¥ ¥? BSKYyDHHX OWOJIWOTEK, WMEBNMXCSH
pagee B bBonrapuu. B OCHOBHOM B DyKONMCAX yIOMUHE-
WTCH chaerxywuue ropoza: Buamu, Cauoxor, Codus.
HYacTr pyxonmucell npoucxomur us Kaupa, Farzpaza,
CraMGyna ¥ APYTUX MyCYIBMaHCKHX TODOZOE.

HauGonee HpeBHUM MAHJCHPHUNTOM OUOINOTEKH
ABNAGTCH, BO3MOXHO, xHUTa "Jlaraud an-lmapar"

Aoy Kacema AGman HKepuma n6H XaBasuu aa-Kymeitipu,
CKOHUaBMETOoCA B 465 r.x. TozmoBmMEa ero DOXICHRMA
Obna oTMeueHa B OubauoTewe, HHura Omia 3aBenaHa
Ocedou woR IxyHaitzoM, KOTOpHI cocTazna XU3HeONy-
caHue asTopa. Bo BTOpoit uacT® NPUBOAATCA KOMMEH-
rapu¥ ¥ Hopamy, Hauunasa ¢ cypw "llewepa",

B omGmuoTere MMENTCHA peAKNe 9KBEMNIADH DYKO-
nucell. 9To npexze Bcero "Hysxar sa-MYWTSK TH
nxrupex an-adar" meputa an-Uzpucw. 310 - NOTHHI
SK3EMNAAD HA NpexpacHolf Oymare ¢ LESTHHMH KapTa-
ui, Boarapcuuit Bocroxosea a-p Bopuc Xpicros lezxos
HCCNeIOEAN 4Y8CTEH PYKONNCH, KaCcaWWylCcA NOJOXeHIs B
bonrapum u cocepnux semasx B I2 Bexe. llceaczpona-
HWe OnyOJMKOESHO HA OoarapcroM fA3uke. B HeM npuso-
AWTCA COOTBETCTBYRuMH apaGecruii TEHCT. JKIEMIADP
pyronmucH Halizen » wederH [laywan., O maTupoBaH
I505 r. w nmepemncal ¢ NMOAAMHHOTO TexcTa. llpodeccop
Heaxos cumTeeT, uYTO KAPTH OHNNW COCTAaBIGHH HE CaMuM
an-lzZpucH, MOCKOABKY B HHX NMEWTCHA ABHHE  DACXOH-
HeHMdA ¢ TSHCTOM KHUIH,

Vo




XanucH

WcTopus o
Teorpaduna - 10
Jllurepartypa - 22
Wzeonorua - IBO
MycynisMaHc 08 NpPaBo - 800
fsHK - 700
Iponoeens - 350
dunocodna - 350
Hayxra - 200
MOMHTEBH H pOMMHOBEHNA - 200

fl IpHCTYNUI K COCTABASHMN ONMCH pyHonuceit
No pas3jensaM mMUTEpaTypa, MCTOpHA, reorpaduA, HO
HATOJIKHYJICHA Ha OONBmNe TPYAHOCTHM, HECMOTPH HAE
NpHIOKESHHHE 70 MEHA YCHJINWA B 2TOM HAIPABICHWH.
Oxazanocr HeNeTKO ONPEfeNnTh NMEHA GBTODPOB M
3arJaBWd pyKoNMuceill, NOCKONBKY YacThk M3 HUX CO-
YPAHUNACE He NONHOCTHRD. Jaxke B OTHOLGHUM LElHX
OKBENNAAPOB 3T0 OHAO HENETHO. ITH TPYLZHOCTH NpR-
WI0CE NpeojoleBaThk TepPNeHWeM W ynopH:uM Tpyriod. f
KnaccHiMUMpPOBAN DYKONWMCH C yxasaHueM coGpanuit, B
KOTOpHE OHN BXozaT. Mue mpwxom iocek palioTaTs B
GUONMOTEHE C JTpa W ZJO €€ 3aKDHTUA TO3JHO BEYEDOM,

PaGOTHUKN GUOIHOTERN KaTaJloTHanpoaaan NpUMep-
HO 900 pykonuceii. B aroft ouGnmoTexe CoraTHe coOpa-
HHUA TYDPEUKMX pyKONucsd M ODMUMANBHHX NOXYMEHTOB.
llocae iuux HacuWTwBaerTcA okono 500 TucAy, Apadckue
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NPEIJUCITOBMAE

MyOD OHNIO ToXyuYeHO ANCEs3HOe NpUriaueHue NOCETHTE
Bonrapuw, uToOH O3HEKOMUTHECA C ApalCKUMN DYKONMCAMM,
XpaHAUNNECA B ueHTpansHo#t 6uonmorere.Cofmu. losagmia
OHJa pacumTaHa Ha B8 MecANa, ONHEKO, Havyanc pacOTH B
Barmazc-oM yeuBepcuTeTe W Axameuny Hayx Hpaka He No3BO-
ANI0 MHE MONHOCTHD BOCTNONB30BATECH 3TUM GpGHGH.x

MioTne wcenenoBaTenw He 3rapT, uTo B Codun
eCcTE: gpatokne pyxonucH. MHe npeacT8BAANOCE, YTO
3TH DyXOTiCH MOXHO TIePecuYMTaTH: 10 nankiaM. Ha ca-

MOoM Xe IeJe 0Kas3anoChk, YTO MX ROJAMYECTHBO NpEeBHIAET
TP THCAYM ¥ UTO OHW OXBATHBAWT BCE OTPAGNIH 3HaHNWI.
Bonpuii ¢TBO MNOCERAMEHO MYCYIBMSHCHKOMY HDABY, LEDH-
aTCKNM  (feTBSM - OCHOBAM OOTOCNOBWE, I'pDaMMaTHKe,
MopDONOTHY, CTUANCTHURE, DUTODPHKS M  WYCYABMEHCKO
dunocodnn,.- B Gudnnerene nuMeeTcA npuMepHo 200 ‘pyro-
nuceil mo BonpocaM MeIWIMHH, SCTPOHOMHN 11 MaTeMarH-
KN U orone 90 sr3. HopaHs, HsuMeHblee KONWUECTBO
pyKoRucell 2arpeTuBaST BONMPOCH  JNNTEPATYDH, NCTODHH
U reorpaiuu. Huse npWBOAATCA ofUMe XSHHHE O DYKONH-
CAX: =

KHUTH KonuueoTBO ~2K3 .
Kopan - 90
Komuentapnn -234

x/ 1 Buexan B Cofmp 3 ceHTﬂﬁpﬂ U BOBBDATUNCHA
27 cenTatpa 1967 r.
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I-p Dced Wasenmun

ApaGcrue DYRONACH B HauuoranpHOM
gucnuorerne Codum uM. Kupunna M
NMedonus.

Nanauve Aragzenun Hayx  Wpaxa.

Barpam, I968 T.
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8. Arabic Poetry: in. Iraq, in the Ninteenth Century . its Aims,
and Trends. Baghdad, 1958, Cairo, 1965.
yave s alills yaep slan _asflas, alial cze andl 5ol g 31 ot | RS
4. Medeérn Tragi Poetry, the Influence of the Political and an.]ti

Trends . First Edition Baghdad 1960, Seeond Edition Cairo 1969,
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o ‘Hvlha of Life (poem;), Beirut 1960 .
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6 . Literary Trends in Irag and ~ Al-Zahawi the Restles: poet,
Baghdad 1962 .
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7. Studies in the Manuscript of Al- Akhras’s Poetry, Baghdad
1963
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8. Poetry & Iragi Society 1900-1945 (in English') , Baghdad 1963 .
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9. Khairi Al-Hindawi, { An Iraqgi p-m }H1~,l ife and Poetry, Lectures

delivered at the Institute of Research and Arabic Studies, Cairo 1965,
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10. Modemn Arabic Literature, Essays and Studies Baghdad, 1967.
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1. Dawud Pasha and, the Decline of the Mamluk !n nasty in‘lrag , -
Baghdad, 1967.

Ay i aluy 1A S B Leb ssls - )
12. Arabic Manuscripts in the Sofia National Library , Iraqi Academy

Publications , Baghdad, 1968 .
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13 .° Nationalism and Socialism ,, their Influence on' Modern Poetry
Sairo 068 .
Cairo, 1968
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14, Modern Arabic Literature, Documents and Texls, to appear
shortly .
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5. Member of the Board of Al-Jamhuria House for Printing and
Publishing,

6. Sometines member of the Publisling Committee * Al-Aglam ™
Review issued by the Ministry of Culture and Guidance

=]

sSometines member of the editorial Committee of * Al-Mu’allem
Al-Jadid” , a review issued by the Ministry of Education.
8. Chief Editor of “Al-Kitab” Review issued by the Iraqi Writers
and Authors Association.

9. Member of the Board of the Iraqi Academy Review.

PARTICIPATION IN CONFERENCES:

1. Arab Cultural Conference, Alexandria, 1950.

2. Orientalists Conference, New Delhi, 1964,

3. World Writers Conference, Wiemar and Berlin, 1965.

4. The Urgent Conference of Afro-Asian Writers, Peking, 1966.

9. Arabic Language Academy Conference, Baghdad, 1965,
6. Afro-asian Writers Conference, Beirut, 1967,

7. Arabic Language Academy Conference, Cairo, 1966,

e

Arab Writers Conference, Cairo 1968,
TRAVELS:
Syria, Turkey, Bulgaria, Rumania, Austiria, Italy, Greece, Holland,
Belgium, East and West Germany, Spain, France and England,

SOME OF HIS PUBLICATIONS
1. In the Conscience of Time (Poems), Alexandria, Egypt 1950 .
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2. Ballads, Alexandria, Egypt, 1953.
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ABRIEF BIOGROPHICAL NOTE ABOUT THE WRITE R
NAME: Prof. Dr. Yousif Izzidien

BIRTH: B’aquba, Iraq, 1922

. QUALIFICATIONS

a) B. A. Hons. Alexandria University, 1950.

b) M.A. Hons. Alexandria University, 1953.

¢) Ph.D., London University, 1956.

CAREER

1. Teacher in Secondary Schools.

2. Lecturer, Faculty of Arts, Baghdad University, 1956.

3. Assistant Dean, Faculty of Arts, 1958.

4. Secretary General, Iraqi Academy since, 1962 .

9. Director General for Press and Guidance, Ministry of Culture and
Guidance, 1966.

6. Active Member in the Iraqi Academy, 1964.

b |

Professor of Arabic Literature, University of Baghdad.
SOCIAL ACTIVITVIES:

One of the founders of the Iraqi Writers’ and Authors’ Association.
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Elected as Secretary for this Association and re-elected several
times..

=2

Member of the Administrative Council of the Iraqi Red Crescent
Association.

bf-“-

Member of the Royal Society for Literature in London.
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The kindness extended to me by the Director of the Oriental
Department , Mrs. Marta Mihaylova, will, always, remain vivid in
my . memory .

I should also like to thank the many representatives of Bulgaria's
cultural staff who helped me during my stay, especially Mr. Furat
Al Jawahri, I cannot forget the hospitality and kindmess of the
Fam Bairaktarski family, and my thanks goesalse tn Miss Penka
Katerinova and Mr . loran Peef who accompanied me visits ‘to many
places of interest.

| wishto record here my sincerest thanksto Mr . Stephan Stoev
the Bulearian representative in Irag. To Mr. Gurguis Awwad,
to my two colleagues : Prof . Dr . Saleh Al - Ali and Prof Dr. M. A.
Marzouk andto my Prof . Dr. Ibrahim Shawket and to Mr . Sabih Radif
the Librarian of the Irag Academy, and to all those who have helped

ne in completing this book I offer my deeply - felt thanks.

Baghdad Yousif Izzidien
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1d kings . One of their Princes was converted to Islam ;and changed

ill

his name to an Afabic’ one ¢ Jaafar Tben Abdullah ™ and struck coinage
bearing his name.

Some of the Muslem authors travelled through Bulgaria and
have left for us avivid idea of the country and its people . Other
writers , however , depend on informations given by those who had
visited the country .

One of the most outstanding Arabic’ books is that written by Ihn
Fadlan who visited Bulgaria in the 10th century A.D. He oives
us a very interesting picture of the prince of Bulgaria whom
he visited in May, 922 A.D. The Muslem traveller points out
that the Bulgarians were extremely fond of this prince for his
modesty and generosity . He had no need for guards in his travels
throughout the country because he trusted his people .

Trade relaticns between Bulgaria and the Islamic world were
flourishing . The Bulgarians imported many Arab wares , particularly
textiles . pottery and weapons..

The Bulgarian authorities did their utmost to make my Visit
useful and pleasant in their country They did their best tomake
e feel at home whether in the Library or ontside it.

I cannot forget the great help given to me by Prof. Georgl
Dimitrov“Goshkin”, Minister, & famous w riter and head of the Committée
for Friendship and Cultural Relations with forcign countries .
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I began my study of the Arabic MSS in this Library with those
dealing with history, literature, and geography.lt was a rather arduous
task to catalogue the MSS as most of the titles and names of the

authors have been lost,

Of the 3,000 Arabic MSS. only 900 had already been catalogued.
Most of the Arabic MSS. were collected from various m.0sques
n Widen, Smake, Fidin, Shoman and Sophia; and a few of them
have been brought from Cairo, Baghdad and lstanbul.

The most anc'ent Arabic MS. in the library is the “Lataif al Isharat”
by Abul-Qasim Abdul Karim Ibin Hawazin al Qushiry who died
in 465 A.H. (1073 A.D. ) and whose birthday was recently celebrated
by the Central Library. This MS. deals with the commentary of the
second half of the Holy Quran

A rare copy of AL - Idrisi, “Nuzhat ul Mushtaq fi Ikhtiraq al Afaq ”
was discovered in the library. Itis a complete copy, written on good
paper, and contains coloured maps. It was copied in 1505 A.D.,
Dr. Boris Christoff Neddkoff, the Bulgarian Orientalist, has published
the Arabic text containing a description of Bul garian and the neighbou-
ring lands, with a Bulgarian translation, He indicates the difference
between the text and the maps included in this MS. He thinks that
these maps are of a later date than the text.

It should be noted here that Bulgaria was not unknown to the
Arabs during the Middle Ages. It isoften mentioned in their books
on history and geography where Muslem authors describe many
interesting things about Bulgarian customs and traditions.
They have also recorded for us the names of the Bulgarian tribes
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I had the great fortune to be invited to Bulgaria and was afforded
an opportunity to examine the Collection of Arabic manuseripts in the
Central Library of Sophia.

I had never expected to find such a great number of MSS in
the Library. They number more than 3,000 in all branches of
knowledge dealing mainly with the Islamic religion, the Arabic
language, and Islamic philosophy. In addition to these Arahic MSS.
there are about half a million Turkish MSS.

The Library was founded in 1878 A.D., when Bulgaria attained
its independence from the Ottoman rule.

The building is one of the best public libraries 1 have ever seen.
It is close to Sophia University, and goe, bythe name of
“ Cyril & Mithudi Library ” in commemoration of the two great
personalities who created the Bulgarian alphabet. We have to bear
in mind that the Bulgarians wrote in Greek or Latin alphabets
before this innovation.

Cyrille and Methode were brothers from a Greek  father
and Bulgarian mother. Bulgarians still celebrate the memory
of the two scholars on the 14th of May every vear. The
day is one of the most important days in Bulgaria on which
students and scholars put on their national costume and take
a prominent part in the ceremony.
1y
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