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Preface G

Al-shamil £i UsGl al-Din, ed. Helmut Klopfer, Cairo, 1383/1963 and ed. A. 5.

al-Nashar, Alexandria, 1969. Klopfer's edition is based on MS. Kopriill no. 826
and al-Nashar's on the photographic copy of the same manuscript contained in
the Dir al-Kutub al-Misriyya and listed as ‘ilm al-kaldm no. 1290. The portion
of the text edited by Klopfer ends on p. 342 of al-Nashar's edition. Klopfer
did not reproduce the colophon of the manuscript nor does he give any adequate
description of it (see pp. 6-8 of his preface) and al-Nashar,. who did not
actually see the Képrti}l,'l‘i copy and was not cautioned by the note on the first
page of the photographic copy, both in Arabic and in Turkish (in Arabic
characters) noting that the photographs were made in Istanbul, thought that he
had to do with two distinct copies of the work (see his preface, p. 84). There
are, in fact, a number of variants between the two printed editions, arising
chiefly from the almost total lack of diacritical marks in the Kopriilt
manuseript (which is written, however, in a fine, bold and wholly legible hand
- nothing like the cramped scrawl of the Tehran copy), but also, because of
poor editing and/or proof-reading, there are a number of omissions in the one
or the other edition, most often in that of al-Nashar.

Cf. H. Klopfer's edition, p. 154 (= N. pp. 272ff.). Direct mention or
citation of the sharh al-Luma’ occurs, e.g., at N. pp. 211, 12, 123, 12, 192, 2,
211, 12 221, 2f., 321, 19f. That the Shamil treats of the K. al-Luma’was noted

already by R. McCarthy in The Theology of al-Ash®ari (Beyrouth, 1953), p. xiv.

Though we cannot know the relative proportions of the parts of the text, it
would seem clear from al-Juwayni's remarks at N. pp. 192, 221, and 223 that
much of this "extraneous" material was likewise contained in the Commentary of

al-Bagillani. The "topics"™ and "question"™ that al-JuwaynI himself has

introduced are not clearly indicated.




R. M. Frank
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Preface 5

of the unreliability of the copy, an initial tendency to doubt the correcthness of
the text but can make no confident conjecture either about its soundness or error.
In dealing with such cases I have taken a rather conservative position. That is to
say, I have made or suggested a minimal number of emendations and have indicated or
suggested that there are omissions only where the fact is clear to see or where no
other explanation of nonsense seemed plausible, even though the exact location of
the omission, in one or two instances, cannot be rightly determined with absolute
certainly.

There are a number of places in the second part of the text here published
where it has been possible to correct or improve the reading of T on the basis of
the Commentary on the Irshad of al—Juwaynl written by abl 1-0asim al-Nisabiirl
el-Ansarl (d. 512/111B), a portion of which is preserved in MS. ELS no. 634 of the
Princeton University Library, since the _§§r_n_i_l, though never cited by title, is
frequently, and sometimes extensively, quoted and paraphrased in it.

The sections of the Commentary on the Irshad that correspond to portions of

the Sh@mil here published are these:

al-Shamil Sharh at-Irshad

al-gifat al-t3bi®a lil-hudiith, pp. 2241 fol 1. S0r e i S

foll. 54r B BB,

al-hadd wa-ma*ndhd, pp. 492.60

£ 14 S S6r I S =6 Ur S 6

al-adilla al-®agliyya, ppes 60.74

I have cited the variants of the Sharh al-Irshad or used it to emend the text
chiefly where it appears reasonably certain that one has to do with direct
borrowing or citation and not with free paraphrasing. In a few instances, however,
where the text of T is plainly corrupt, I have suggested emendations on the bases
of the Commentary on the Irshd even though it appears to paraphrase the Shamil,

since it is a witness to the latter text even if betimes only obliquely.




R, M. Frank

it is sometimes difficult if not impossible to be certain whether the scribe meant
to write wa- or fa-. Alif mamdida sometimes occurs where one would properly expect
alif magsura and vice-versa.

Vowelling is not infrequently indicated (including tanwin), but where the
iiggg is marked errors are by no means uncommen. Similarly where the case ending
is (or should be) indicated in the consonantal spelling, i.e., by the presence of
an alif, errors are not uncommon.

The Tehran manuscript represents a somewhat different text from that of the
Kbprild copy; there are, on average, about nine variants per page of al-Nashar's
edition. Among these the majority are of little or no significance, being either
the substitution in one for a synonymous word in the other or the presence or
absence of ta‘dla and the like. In some places, however, T does supply us with the
correct reading or with material that is dropped - either a single word or a
sentence - in N. lLosses and errors, however, are far more common in T than in K.

Because T is a poorly executed copy one is presented with a number of
ambiguities and difficulties in attempting to edit the text where there is no
corresponding section in K. In many places, to be sure, simple errors and scribal
lapses are plain to see and to correct. Likewise, where both syntax and context
are obviously broken it is evident that something has been lost, even though one
caant know whether it be several words, a line or several lines. In others where
only the syntax is broken without any apparent. discontinuity in the immediate
context, it is impossible to tell whether the copyist has made some simple blunder
without omitting apything of the text or has, as frequently he does, dropped a word
or some part of the sentence. In a number of places, however, where what is
written is merely awkward or contextually odd without being clearly absurd or in

conflict with the position that is known to be that of the author, one has, because




R. M. Frank 9

take up the argument of al-Luma’ §6. Of the hundred and thirty eight pages of the
section, only seventeen are directly addressed to the text of the __Lm_n_a_‘.

Passages of the Shamil that are explicitly directed to the Luma‘ of al-Ash®arl
are thus few and those in which it is cited relatively rare and their relationship
to the text of the Luma‘® published by Fr. Richard McCarthy somewhat ambiguous. If
al-Juwaynl does not always paraphrase the text of the _Lu_mg_f when he has occasion to
cite it (as is evidently the case at N. p. 339f., where the citation of al-Luma‘§’l
occurs in three different wordings) it would seem that he (or al-B3gillani in his

Commentary) employed a recension of the work different from that which we know.

The Manuscript

The Tehran University Central Library manuscript no. 350 consists of 246
leaves containing normally twenty four line to the page, occasionally twenty three.
The first leaf has been repaired so that the margins of the recto and the top of
the wverso are lost. In the process of being repaired the leaf has been turned
about so that theloriginai recto now stands as the verso. The verso (the original
recto) is blank except for the single line at the top which is almost entirely
covered with a strip of paper affixed during the reparation. Through the other
side one can see the word kitadb, written in large letters, but the rest, which
probably contained the title of the work, is not readable.

The hand is a small, cramped naskhi, the forms of whose letters are not
infrequently ambivalent. 1In many cases .the diacritical rﬁarks are omitted and
frequently the presence of the letters _13;5_’,7 ta’, tha’, etc., is not to be
discerned. Thus often we . find .._....L.p! apparently written for «_alie! ,

J‘—( for _,_u-{, & for a£ and the like. WAw is often connected (or

apparently so) to the following letter so that in the absence of diacritical marks
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available in Prof, Nashar's edition. Taken all together we have still only a
fraction of this extensive compendium. The w:;rk' is of considerable importance,
howevef, so that even though one may reasonably hope that fufther portions of the
book may come to light, these few pages merit publiéation now.

The Shamil is an exposition (tabrir) of al-Bagillani's Commentary (sharh) on

the Kitdb al-Luma’ of al-Ashfari. That the work is addressed to the K.
al-Luma® is apparent even in the brief portion of the work that was published by H.
Klopfer. The present fragments make this fully explicit, for the author states at
the beginning of the bock that upon being requested to write an exposition of a
work of moderate length and detail he chose al-BAqillani's Commentary on the Luma®,
adding to it such topics and questions as seemed required, while at the same time
trying to avoid excessive length.

The role of the Luma‘ is relatively secondary. This may be sesen rather
clearly in a cursory examination of N. pp. 123-262 ;'vhich treat of the temporal
createdness of the universe, discussed by al-A%‘arI in §6 of the Luma®, a section
consisting of a mere five lines. Al-JuwaynT begins this section with a discussion
of the definition and nature of "entity" (shay’) (. pp. 124ff.), followed by a
discussion of the atom (al-jawhar) and thence proceeds, not without the examination
of some corollaries, to the traditional proof of the temporal contingency of all
material being which is based on the "four theses": (1) the entitative reality of
"accidents" (N 186ff.), (2) the temporal contingency of "accidents" (N 186ff.), (3)
the atoms cannot exist wholly without "accidents" (N 204£f.) and finally (4) it is
impossible that there be no temporal beginning to beings composed of atoms and
"accidents® (N 215ff.). 'This, then, is followed, as in the traditional order of
to.pics in the Kalam compendia, by the refutation of the "mulpida", the dualists,

the Christians, and others (N. pp. 223ff.). Only then (N. p. 245) does the author
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A portion of the first part of the Kit3b as-Simil £I Ugdl ad-Din of abli 1-Ma+

€317 °Abd al-Malik ibn *Abdalldh ibn YGsuf al-Juwayni, commonly known as Imam
al-Haramayn (419/1028-487/1085), appeared more than fifteen years ago. This was
followed by Prof. A. S. al-Nashar's publication, in 1969, of some six hundred pages
of the same work, including the portion which had previously been published. It
was about this time that Prof. Mehdi Mohaghegh of the Institute of Islamic Studies
sent me a microfilm copy of the manuscript no. 350 of the Tehran University Central
Library with the suggestion that I should edit it for publication. Though
presenting some important new material, most of what the manuscript contains was by
then alr_eady available in al-Nashar's edition of the first part of the _Sh_é’mi{ and
because of this and because the text represented in the printed edition is
fundamentally superior to that of the Tehran manuscript, the task of preparing the
latter for publication did not seem to be urgent. Other labors ceonsequently
intervened. Originally I had hoped to find time to prepare an edition of the
additional ma;erial contained in the Tehran manuscript together with a full list of
the variants between it and the Koprulu manuscript. For such a project, however,
because of the length of thé book and the great number of variant readings, I was
unable to find sufficient time and so came at length to the conclusion that since
the new material is of significant interest to the history of Islamic philosophy
and theology and so should be made generally available, it were better to publish
it by itself than to postpone its publication indefinitely in the hope that a long
interval of _free time would be found in which the mére ambitious project origiﬁally

conceived could be carried to completion.

what I have, then, to present here is but a small addition to what is already
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