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seript, and all have folios missing, but fortunately they sup-
plement one another, so that the text is complete. The varia-
tions in reading among them were 5v insignificant that no
purpose would have been served by recording them. Both
writers use their local Andalusan style of Arabic and it has
been difficult at times to restrain our Egyptian friends from
altering various expressionsin the texts to conform fo what
is considered in Egypt to be correct Arabic.

The thanks of all readers of these texts are due to Shaikh
Sayyid Nawwar who did the preliminary reading through of
them with me and solved many a problem they presented,
to’ Dr Butrus Abd al-Malik who has allowed me to draw on
the well of his learning during the procsss ol preparing the
texts for publication, to the enterprise of the Brothers al-
Khaniji which has made their appearance in print possible.
and to lzzet al-Abtar and the workmen at the Press whose
puitence and unfailing courtesy have lightened the toil of the
Editor. Absence from my own Library and the necessity of
hurrying through the printing during the last weeks of my
stay in Gairo have made the editing fall short of what it
ought to have been, but at leasl we may hope to have presen-
ted here a readable text of these two important Introductions
to Qur'anic studies from the Western school of Islamiec
scholarship.

Qur'apie references are Lo the standard Egyptian text of
1442 A1, and refereoces to Materials are to my Malerials
{or the History of the Text of the Qur'an Leiden, 1937.

Cuiro. August 1954. ARTHUR ]EFFERY
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PREFACE

The two texis here presented to our friends both in the
Oirient and the Occident who are interested in Qur'anic studies
have in each case considerable interest for the history of the
development of the orthodox Islamic doctrine of Seripture.
Both were used by Nwldeke when he was working on his now
famous Geschichte des Qorans, and again by his pupil Schwa-
Ily while preparing the second edition of that work. Schwally
there says of them (I1. 184, 185 ):

“das Kitab al-Mabani .... viel Brauchbares enthalt

so dass eine Druckausgabe heechst erwuenscht waere.
Ebenso wertvoll ist die Einleitung zum Kitab al-

Gami' al-muharrar ... des 1bn *Atiyya',

and when the late Professor Bergstraesser was in Gairo in
1929 -30 he spoke at length with me about tae possibility of
printing here hoth these Muqaddimas. Difficulties with regari
to procuring photostats of the MSS in Berlin presented them-
selves then, and after Bergstraesser’s untimely death in 1933
a fad world situation increased the difficulties, so that it was
only in the course of the current academic year (1935-34) that
it proved possible, throngh the kind offices of Dr. Joerg Kra-
emer and the Director of the Library at Tuebingen University
t~ procare the necessary photostats and make at least an
attempt to fulfil Bergstraesser's desire.

OFf the Kitab al - Mabani we possess only the unigque M3
( Wetzstein 103 ) of the Berlin State Library. The author is
unknown, for the M3 lacks the essential first folio, but he
tells us that he commenced his work in the year 425 A. H.
(1033 A. D.) It is written in a rather erabbed Maghribi hand,
but on the whole is fairly legible, save in spots where water
has damaged the writing. For the Muqaddima of Ihn *Atiyya
(d. ¢.542 A.D. 1147 A.D.) to his al-Jami al-muharrar we were
able to use besides the Berlin Codex Sprenger 408, two MSS
in the Egyptian Library in Cairo, one in the Taimur collec-
tion, ( Tafsir, 168 ), and one helonging to the recent acquisi-
tions ({ 24031 B). All three are in rather difficult Maghribi
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