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PROLOGUE

We were talking about the International conference for Arab
Music which to be held in Baghdad during November 1964, the
well-known scholar Sheikh Jalal al-Hanafi was present and sug-
gested to me to translate into Arabic the book of “Ta’lim Musiki,
vakhud Musiki Istilahati’’ written in Turkish by Prof. A. Kazim
a copy of which is in the Iraqi Museum library, this book contains
a rare informations about Oriental music and our musical inheri
tance, I conveyed the idea to the Ministry of Culture and Guidance
which approved and asked me to translate the bool, it was a very
defficult job many sources and dictionaries were used.

During my translation of the book, I explained some terms
and words in footnotes, some of them were put by me between
square brackets [ 1 in the text itself; the book needs to be studied
by those who are interested in music, although it is written about
Ottoman musical terms, it contains as well, many Arabic and
Persian, even Indian terms as we know that all these Oriental
musics influenced each other.

The author lived in ninenteenth century at the time of great
Turkish musicians such as Sulaiman Hikmet Afandi, known as
Zakai Zade (1824-1893) whom the auther talked about with
great respect.

The importance of the book can be seen from the first pages,
it was admired by the late Scholar Anistas Marie the Carmelite
who has explained some musical terms on the cover page of the
book in his own handwriting, which I prefer to include a photo-
graphic picture of it in this Arabic version.

[ would like to convey my sincere thanks to Sayid Abdul
Jabbar al-Sheikhly for his most valuable help, the same is to my
friend Sheikh Jalal al-Hanafi. In the meantime I would like to
hail the idea which proposed the meeting of the International con-
ference for Arab Music, in which the Ministry of Culture and
Guidance is participating, which enabled me and others to write
or translate on music and to add many new publications to the
Arabic library.

Ministry of Culture & Guidance “Ibrahim Al-Dakuki
Baghdad 28-10-1964,
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