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In studying the influence of Aramaic on the modern Arabic
dialects of Lebanon, I came across a very large number ( well over three
thousand ) of non-classical vocables. Although my chief concern in this
study was to show that construction of sentences was greatly influenced
by the pattern of speech in Aramiac, it was thought desirable to publish
this vocabulary in a separate volume.

These vocables fall under three main categories. First, the greater
part fall under what Arab lexicographers called « muwallad » JJ,. that is,
words derived from pure classical Arabic roots according to the rules of the
language, but are of modern usage. Second, a large number are of Syriac or
some related Aramaic dialect spoken in Syria and Lebanon before the
advent of Arabic. Lastly, a number of these words are of non-semetic
origin, such as Persian, Turkish, Greek, Latin, and modern European
languages, especially Italian.

This dictionary was first wrillen in English. But, as it is my
sincere desire that young Arabs should take more interest in studying
modern Arabic dialects, it was thought advisable to have it published
in Arabic. This does not deprive Arabists of its use, and at the same
time gives it a wider scope in the Arabic speaking Countries.

Those of us who have tried to trace back the history and mea-
ning of words realize how easy it is to fall into false assumptions. I am
sure that many of my explanations about the origin of some words are
not free from error. Any constructive suggestion will be greatly appre-
ciated. It is our aim to put in the hands of Arabists such a collection
so that it may receive proper attention. For further information about
the work, the reader is referred to the Arabic introduction.

Anis Frayha.

American University of Beirut,
Beirut, Lebanon
May 20, 1947
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