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volving the 3, as 35\ Lasthe retention of the \in the first per-
son singular of the Imperfect, altho this is always ignored in

o e ]
speech ; as, i_s_}-"q pronounced «* = ; the retention of the (3 which
in some sections of the country is pronounced correctly, in other

sections as a hemzeh {k-\,l

2. Vowels have been indicated only where absolutely requir-

- 3 >
ed ; as n-,a'l:-{ for ..i.n"aéf : J‘-‘: for Jé‘; 947 for q_,:-_;
3. The final vowel of the word preceding the definite article

u—i.-_,n-'!l"l J‘l has been omitted, unless a strong vowel sound was

required. In all these cases, a light or balf-vowel, usually tend-
.} g .

ing towards — , is understood ; as, L_-nll'él"'l J& The article itself is

almost without exception unvowelled.

4. Where a divergence of custom exists between Syria and
Palestine, not between small districts, both forms of pronunciation

.-‘,-‘

are indicated ; as, W& ==,
o i

5. Where a corrupt form of a classical root is printed in the
text, its correct form appearsin ( ). Where the word in [ ) is

preceded by _;H, this form is also sometimes used in the colloguial;
¥ e = .
as, (%) b (9m5)) e

One whose purpose is to blaze a trail cannot be expected to
lay out at the same time a broad highway. Our object is to blaze
a trail thro the woods of colloguial Arabic, and we hope Arabic
scholars and missionary students will bear this in mind, and deal
leniently with the many crudities that would have no place in a

more finished product,
TaE AUTHORS,



BRI
S5 4 83650

The purpose of this book is to aid the foreigner in his struggle
to learn the colloguial Arabic of Syria and Palestine. The Anglo-
Saxon studies many languages in college, but his object in most
eases is to learn to read and understand, rather than to speak, the
langunage. When he goes to a foreign country, he naturally tries
to follow the same method in learning another new language, and
usually he struggles thro many difficulties before he learns to use
the colloguial satisfactorily.

PREFACE,

The natural method of learning to speak a langnage is to
study the spoken tongue rather thano its classical literature. In
Arabic these two are so distinet as to form almest two sepacate
languages, and while there is a rich classical Arabic literature,
the reverence of the Arab for the sacred language of the Kor'an
has forbidden him te put the colloguial into print, and thus seem
to give formal recognition and permanence to what is to him a
corruption of a sacred language. The result is that there is no
suitable book to aid the foreigner in acquiring the colloguial Arabic
of Syria. This book is presented as a first attempt at supplying
this deficiency, partially at least.

Only one who has attempted to put the colloguial Arabic into
written form can appreciate the difficulties involved in the attempt.
There are no rules ready to hand by which to determine the
spelling of colloguial forms, nor their vowelling. We have been
forced to establish arbitrarily certain principles or rules of our
own, which we have tried to follow consistently. OF these
perhaps a few should be mentioned,

1, Words of classical origin mispronounced colloguially

retain their correct classical spelling. Instances of this are 1 ' e

universally pronounced .'b_,..h. : L_}}é1:|ﬁm:alzu.am:n:'d Jo 3 words in-
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