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This dictionary is the first of its kind in Arabic. It contains all
the musical vocabulary, and entries on musicians and singers,
musical instruments, music and singing, etc. Moreover, it includes
some of the definitions given by Armawi, a Bagdadi musician in
the thirteenth century. In the compilation of this dictionary I have
depended on more than 150 reference books, which I have care-
fully studied and took out all the expressions mentioned therein.
There are also some expressions which are incapable of clear
definition, but I have mentioned them just because they were not
defined, or because they are well-known, so the reader will find
them beneficial in furnishing him with new idioms,

Dr. H.A. Mahfuz
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