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"Pyromuchk CTMXOB anp-Axpaca", barnar,
TS658

"layz-nama U KOHEll NMPa8BJICHUA MaMINKOB B
Npaxe", Barzmamn, 1967 r.

"CouvanusM, HaUWOHAMUSM U WX BJIUSHUE HS
COBpeMEHHY moz3un", Kaup , I98 r.

CoopHVEM CcTHXOB: "COBECTH Bpemernu",
Anexcanzpua, 1950 r., "Memomuu", Amexcaumpms,
1953 r. "Crom xwauu", Belipyr, I960 r.
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Vo)

g310pe .

lI3BeCTHH upaxcxuit yUeHHl, 03T M 06UECTBEH-
Bt mesATens n-p Nced Nszenmmn pomunca B r.Baakyoa
/Wpax/ B 1922 r. Bucmee o6pasoBanue NOTY YN B
Anexcannpnitck om yHuBepcuTeTe. B I956 r. JlonzoHCKUM
JHUBEDCUTETOM €My OHIONDUCBOEHO YUEHO® 3BAHNE IOK-
Topa ¢uaocoduu. C Toro ke Toze Hauaml NPENoaBaTh
Ha (aKyIbTETE NUTEpAaTYDPH BaTmamctoro yHUBEDPCUTETA.
B 1966 r. emy Guio npuczoeBO 3Banue npodeccopa. C
I962 r. paGoTaer reHeDaNBHHM CEKDETapEM Vpakckoit
avanmeMuyu Hayk. B I964 r. Own u36paH ZeficTBUTENH-
HEM YJI€HOM Avxazemuu. .

I-p Wce¢ llszenauu - oam+ W3 ocHosaTenelt u
CexpeTaps Accourauuy MpPaKCKUX nucarteneit. I'maBHHit
penskTop xypHana "Amn-Kyrra6", mamavuerocs 3Toit
Accotinannei .

JusCTBORAN B pAZE MEXAYHAPOAHHX ¥ Mexapal-
CKUX KOH(EepeHLUUt BOCTOKOBENOB ¥ Mucarenei.

ETo ocHOBHHE TpYIH:

"OcoOennocTn upakc—oft moasuu I9 B.",Barzaz,
1958 r., 2 msn.Kaup, I965 r.

"CoBpenesHasa MpaKCcyad NMO33WA ¥ BINFHNE HA
HEC NONUTMYECKUX ¥ COLUMANBHHX TevyeHuit", Barzarm,
I1960r.,2 na3z.Kanp,I95 r, :
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TonxeH TNpUHECTH  NC<PEHHID GraroZapHoOCTE 3a
OKA3aHHYD MHE LEHHyK NOMOUD GOATAPCKOMY MUHHUCTDY 5
N3BECTHOMY TycaTenIn X npezcenaTein O6uecTBa IPYE-
6H ¥ KYIBTYDEHX CBf3eN C 3apyGeRHHMN CTPaHIMH
npodeccopy T'eoprni NynuTpoBY -1 OWKKHY , TUPEKTOPY
BOCTOUHOTO OTZena T-ke Mapuu MuxafinoBoi 1 BCEM
paGOTHNKAM HYNBTYDH, B roy uncne dypary an-JEaBaxupu.
MpuHoNy MOL ONaTOofapHOCTD CONpPOBORZABIYM MEHf
llenxe Karepuuosofi # NopaaHy leezy, ceMbe balipax-
TaPCKUX, O07a33BUVX MHE no6e3H0e TOCTENPUUMCTEO .
Bonpy TMOMOWEs B- NOATOTOBKE U3 N8HUA OKasal MHE
npodeccop I'ypruc ABanm. fl moNEEeH TAKKC noGnarozapnTh
cgoero zpyra O.KosTyHoBHuYa 33 nepeBoz NpezancioBus
% DTOf KENTE Ha Dyccnhmil ASHK, padounx runorpadyn
35 ;X NOMOWB U ©CEX, KTO TOMOT MHO 38BEPUUTH 3TY
paboTy.
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dKTUBHO YUYaCTBYHNT yvauuecd, CTYZEHTH U WHTEIAUTEH-
nusg. OCHUYHO BO BDEMf 3TOT'0 NPa3ZHUKA 00JTapH Haze-
BANT HALWOHANBHHE OZEXTH.,

llo ciyvyaw nosgBAEHEME B CBET cBoOeil IIePBO#l Tocae
BO3BpaWEeHUA W3 boarapum ny6auxauuu, f xoTen 6 oT-
18TUTH T€ Z00pHE YYBCTBA U WMUPOKOE T'OCTENPUUMCTEO,
KOTOPHE OHIN TPOSBAEHH KO MHE GOJITApCKUM HAapOZOM
W ZCATENAMN KYNBTYPH. DHIO CAEJN8HO BCE BO3MOXHOE,
UTOOH CO37ZaTh GNarONPUATHHE YCAOSMA IS Moel pacoTH
n oTxbixa, CoyxaumMe OUGMUOTEKY C TOTOBHOCTHH BHIION-
HANY MOW 338Ka3H HA KHUTH.

MHe XO0Tenochk GH Taxie HETNIDEMEHHO OTMETHUTH
SAeCh BeAyuuecds B CTPAHE CTPONTENBHHEe DAGOTH U NDPOT-—
PECC ®YIBTYDPH B DE3MNYHHX 0CNACTAX KU3HW Bonrapuw,
C KOTODHMU fi TIOBHEKOMUICH BO BPEMA NOE3IKN O CTPa-
He. [IpU3HEKN BSKOHOMUYECKOTO I KYIBTYPHOTO nporpecca
S8METHH BO BCEX COJNTADPCKUX TOPOZaX ¥ GCENaX, BTOT
PpOrpecc HUYYTH HE MEHBUle, YeM B JMWOHX ZIPYTUX Io-
pozax u cenax EBpomnH,

Hazewcs, uro nmpoBezesHas MHOW CKpOMHasa pabo-
Ta@& N0 DETMCTPaLXM YAaCTH ZOCTUKREHME apadcioit MHCIH
1 MyCyJBM@HCKOTO HACIELCTBA ! O3HAKOMIEHUE C HUMH
uccnenoBarTenet, MuciIuTeNe#l m mucareneit, IOCIYyXUT
Pa3BUTUO NAEVHHX ¥ KYNBTYPHHX CBA3Ei MEXIY ZIOPOTHM:
HeleMy cepauy Upakom, apalcxoil Haumeit m Boarapueit u
ee HapozoM,




HUX YIOMWHAWTCA WX BOWHH C COCEAAMU N 6enCcTBUA,
NMOCTUTaBINE UX CTpaHy. An-Baxpn Ha3HBAET WX ClaBf-
gaMu. OH OMUCHBAET y3KWe OIexzH OONTapCHUX NOCJaH-
mes, ONOACAHHHX MUPOKWMYM yKPALEHHEMA 30J0TOM U CE-
peGpoM ToscamMi. OH TOBODAT, YTO OHN 3HANT HECKOIDKO
A24KOB W TNiepeBenM EBaHTrejue Ha CTaBAHCKUI ABHK.
An-Baxpu cooOmaeT O BHCOTE UX TOP ¥ yrnoTpecasieMon
yMn nume. OF NWmeT, YTO 3TO ONaroiaTHas CTPaHa 0 B
Helfi He GuEBaeT TonoZa. OH TAKke OMMCAN MX OCHUAH,
npowspacTapuue TaM (QPYKTH, EWBYyUUX TaM NTHI, 60J-
TAPCKYEe MY3HWKAJABHHE WHCTPYMEHTH W HANWTKA.
WoHaNLbHAA OuOAnoTexa OHJIE OCHOB&HA B

I879 1. BpeMeEHO# DyccKON aFMMHUCTpaNuell Mocue
ocBoGoxRzeHud DBonrapuu B3 1878 T, OT TOCHNOXCTBEA
OcMaHcKolf PuMnepu¥ TOZ Ha3BaHWeM "becnuaTHad nyo-
nuuEasg GuGanorexa™, 3aTeM OEa OHN& NEepenen0Baka
3 Bonrapcyo HaUWOHANIBHYW OUCIUOTEHY .

3xaxue OUGANOTERYW TO KPA&CcOTe W DAasMEpaM
NPUHCANERNT ¥ JyYmuM OnONTUOTEYHHM 3HAHUAM U3 TOX,

<o

uTO MHE TNPUXOINTOCH BWZeTH B EBpome. BuOmMOTEX
HazBaHa nuexauy Kupuana un Medozua B maMaTh O COCTA-

BUTONAX COBPEMEHHOTO 5GHTSESHCPQ aniaBura. Panee
B b@ﬁ?apx, TONB30BANNACH TPEUECKNM W JAaTWHCKIM alj-
dasuraun, fupuan u Medozuit OunM OpaThAMU V3
Canommx. WX oTem OHiI T'PEX, & Ma™h — COATapKa.

14 Mag K8RAOTO Tofa GOXTapH TOPESCTBEHHO OTMEYANT

AX NaMATh. ?*H mOPHECTBa NPEICTABIANT coGolt xpym-

oM W B A

HOS COGHTIE B KyJAbTYpHOH ®K3HW Boarapmu., B HUX

N

Yot




e

Bonrapus m Gonrapw ynmoMmEanTcH B HCTOPUYUECFUX
apatciUX W MYCYIBMSHC™HX COUNHEHHEX. B HUx NoApoG-
HO T'OBOPUTCA O Oo0JTapax, NPUBOZATCH MHTEPECHHE hax-
TH, OINHCHBAETCA WX XU3HB : /
OOHYaN, NepeceNeHns, UMEeHa WX KEA3eH U naeMeH, He-
KOYOpPHE aBTOPH NMOCETHNN WX CTPAHY W PacCKa3LBanT O
He!l KaK OYeBMZAUHN, a ApyTHUe NeperanT CBEIe HUs
TIOJIy4eHHbN® WMU OT NyTENEeCTBEHHNKOB. IlepBOE ymoMy-
HaHNe 0 Oyarapax, BOSMOXHO, OTHOCUTCH K 3 BEKRY
XAZEDH /9 B.H.3./ Ilonesmie CBEZCHNA 0 HUX IPUBO-
IaTca B "MycynemaHnckoft sHumemonezmu" u B ﬁfeorpam
@uu an-Anzamyc m Esponu", B .ToM umcne o TOM,4TO
9TOT HAPOXA TEDPECEeNNICA M3 WEHO-PYCCKUX paBHUH,
000CHOBanCH B.0acceiine IyHam o6pa3oBan BMECTE
CO CIaBfiHaMM TOCYZapCTBO. BaxHHE CBezeHNA TIpUBO~
ruT NOH QazmaH, HampaBieHRHHiI Xanudom an-Myxrazu-
POM, TIOCTIOM B CTpaBy Xas38poB N0 3aMPOCY UX NpaBu-
TOIA 7ZJNs O3HEXOMICHHAC UCIaMOM. STy GTPAHY IOCETH-
i Takke B 16 B. AOx an-Xamun an-Anzanycu ¥ lGH
Batyra,

lI6H Qaznan paccraskBaeT 0 moceTyBuEM ero 0ymi-
T@PCKOM KHABE, O €ro yZAUBUTENDBHOA XUBHU, €T0 CKPOM=—
HOCTH ¥ NWOBYM X HEMY HADOZA 38 €TI0 6I8TODPOIHHI]
HDaB,

Boarapw noznepxusamm TOPT'OBHE CBA3M C MYCYIb-
M8HCKUMN CTPAHEMU, BHBO3A M3 HUX TH8HN, ODYRUE U
FOHYapHHE WN3Zennd. B NCTOYHMKAX T'OBODUTCA, YTO OZIUH
B8 WX KHA3E! NPUHAN UCIaM ¥ apa6c-oe yusa: Jxaadap
NOH ACn Annax.CBOe WMS OH YeKAHU] Ha MOHeTax. B

fud]
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DYKOTMCH MOCTYNMUAN U3 MeueTeil, MyCyIpMAHCHUX DeJu-
THMO3HHX NKOJN ¥ ¥ BakyPHHX OWOIUOTEK, UMEBUNXCHA
papee B bosnrapuy. B OCHOBHOM B DyKONWCAX yIOMHHA-
WTCA clenyomue ropoza: Buzamu, CaMOKOB, Codwus.
UYgcTp pyKomuceft mpoucxozuT u3 Hawmpa, barzaza,
CraM6yZa ¥ ZAPYyTUX MYCYNEMAHCKMX TOPOZOB.

HauGonee IpEBEUM MAHYCKPUNTOM CUGINOTEKH
ABIAETCH, BO3MOXHO, KHura "Jaraud an-Ymapat"

AGy Kacena A6man Kepuma u0H XaBasuH an-Kymeipn,
cxopuaBuLeroca B 465 r.x. I'ozoBursa ero POXIACHUA
6mna OTMEueHa B Omoauorexe., KHura OHIa 3aBeuaHa
Dcedom u6H IxyHalizoM, KOTOPHI CCCTEBNI RU3HEOTU-
caHme aBTopa. Bo BTOpofl YacTH NPUBOAATCH KOMMEH-
rapun ¥ KopaHy, HaumHadg C CYDH "Mewepa".

B 6u6auoTexe MMEWTCA pEAKNE SKBEMIIADH DYyKO-
nucefl. DTo mpexze Bcero "Hysxar ai-MyuTak i
UXTUPaK an-adax"™ meputa an-Uzpucu. 3TO - T10 JTHH /A
SK3EMNIAD Ha TPEKPacHOo# Oymare C LBETHHMN KapTa-
mn. Bonrapckuii BocTOKOBEX A-P bopic Xpuctos Helxos
uccueIoBal U4acTh PYKONNCH, KAcawlyocd NONOKEHUT B
Bonrapum ¥ COCEZHMX 3emiIax B [2 Bexe. Nlccaznosa-
HiEe ONMyOMMKOBAHO HA OOJNTApPCKOM fA3HKE. B HEM mnpuBoO-
IUTCH COOTBETCTBYDNUI apaGCkuil TEKCT. JKIEMIIIAD
pykonucn Hafizmer B MeueTy [layman. OH 7aTUPOBaH
1505 T, W nepenucaH ¢ NOAJMHHOT'O TEKCTA. [Ipodeccop
HeZKOB CUMTAET, UTO KapTH OHIM COCTABIEHH HE CAMUM
an-zpucu, MOCKONBKY B HUX WMEOTCA ABHHE  PACXOK—
IeHHA ¢ TEKCTOM KHUTH,

Yo'
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XazmncH 156G
YieTopus =257
T'eorpadus - 10
Jureparypa o 2%
Nzeonorus - 180
MycyasmaHc<0e npaBo - 800
fI3HK - 700
[Iponosezn - 350
dunocodnsa - 350
Hayxa - 200
MONMVTBH ¥ mOMMHOBEHUA - 200

' IPHCTYTIUI K COCTAaBIGHMD ONWCH DyKOMUCel
M0 paszellam’ NUTEpaTypa, NCTODUA, reorpadusg, HO
HaTOJNKHYJICA Ha OONBNNE TPYAZHOCTH, HECMOTPA HA
IPUTIOXEHHEE J0 MEGHA YCHUIUS B DTOM HATPABIEGHUM.
Oka3al0Ch HENETKO ONPEIENNTH NMEHA aBTOPOB N
3aryaBusg pykonucelt, MOCKOIBKY 4YagTh M3 HUX GO-
¥PpAHNNIaCh HE TOJIHOCTHM. [8ake B OTHONEHUM ILEJHX
SK3CMINIAPOB 3T0 OHJIO HEJETKO, DTH TPYAHOCTH Nph-
WIOCH NPEOZONEBATH TEPNEHHEM ¥ JHODHHM TDPYZOM. 8
KI8CCUPUIMPOBAN DYyKONLCH C yxasaHueM COGPaHuUi, B
KOTOpHEe OHM BXoZAT. Mie mpmxom mocs paborars B
OUONUOTEKE C YTPa W 70 €6 3aKDHTUA [O3IHO BEUEpoM,
PaGoTHUEN GUGMHOTERN KaTanoTu3npoBany npumMep-
Ho 900 pyromuceit. B aroft GuGmmorexe GoraTHe co6pa-
HiA TYPELKUX DYKONUCCH U OPWINAIBHHX TOKYMEHTOB.
llocme invMx EHacunmTHBaeTcA OKonO 500 THCHY, ApaGcexue

\ey
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MHOK OHIO MOJYUEHO NIOE3HOE NpUTJaleHNe NMOCETUTE
Bosnrapuio, YTOOH O3HAKOMUTBCA C 3PACCKUMU PYHOMUCHAMIU,
XpaHAUUNACH B LEHTpanbHO# Oucmuorexe.Coduu. [log3axa
6Hla pacunTaHa Ha 7Ba MecAna, OZHAKO, HAYAlO padoTH B
Barzanmc:oM yHUBepcuTeTe M Axanemum Hayk llpaka HE T0O3BO-
JIVI0 MHE TIOJNHOCTHHO BOCHOJIB30BATECA DTUM G?GKOMox/

MuoT¥e mcciaeroBaTenn He 3HawWT, uTo B Codun
ecTh apalckue pyKomnnmcH. MHe NpeZACTaBIANOCH, UTO
3TH DYKOTIACH MOXHO TNEpecumTaTs Mo manmpudv. Ha ca-

MOM %€ Zejie 0K833l10Ch, YTO NX KOJIUYECTBO NPEBHMAET
TPY THCAYM W UYTO OHM OXBATHBANT .BCE OTPaAGIU 3HAHUN .
BONBUNECTBO NMOCBAWSHO MYCYIBM8HCKOMY NpaBy, mapn-
aTcKiNM (eTBaM OCHOBAM OOTOCJNOBUE, TDaMMaTHUKE,
MOpoNOTH, CTHUINCTUKE, DPUTOPUKE M WYCYNBMaHCKOI
¢unocofun. B OndauoTeKe MMEETCH NPUMEPHO 200 pyro-
nucefl O BOMpocaM MeZWUWHH, ACTPOHOMMN II MaTeMaTi-
k1 1 oxoio 90 sx3. Kopana. HaumMeHBNEE KOINUECTIBO
pykonuceit 3aTparuBaeT BONPOCH JWTEpPaTypH, UCTODUN

u reorpafuu. Huxe npmBOZATCA OOUME IAHHHE O PYKOTMN-

CAX:

- Keurn HolmuecTBO 3K3.
Kopax = A
KomMmeHTapnu =234

o G IS et e e S e e g cad (R o SR G ) e G

x/ {1 Buexan B Cofmp 3 ceHTAODPA ¥ BO3BDPETUNICA
27 cenradpa 1967 r.
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I-p Wced WazenmmnH

ApaGCcKl€ PYKONNCH B HannoranbsH ol

6u6muorere Copunm um.Kupunna U
Medoznud.

Uszauve Avameuun Hayx  llpaxa.

Parzan, 1968 T.
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Member of the Board of Al-Jamhuria House for Printing and

(W) 1

Publishing.

6. Sometines member of the Publisling Committee * Al-Aglam”

Review issued by the Ministry of Culture and Guidance .

-

Sometines member of the editorial Committee of © Al-Mu’allem
Al-Jadid” , a review issued by the Ministry of Education.
3. Chief Editor of “Al-Kitab” Review issued by the Iraqt Writers
and Authors Association.

9. Member of the Board of the Iraqi Academy Review.

PARTICIPATION IN CONFERENCES:

1. Arab Cultural Conference , Alexandria, 1950.

o Orientalists Conference, New Delhi, 1964.

3 World Writers Conference, Wiemar and Berlin, 1965.

4. The Urgent Conference of Afro-Asian Writers, Peking, 1966.
5. Arabic Language Academy Conference, Baghdad, 1965.

6. Afro-asian Writers Conference, Beirut, 1967.
7. Arabic Language Academy Conference, Cairo, 1966.
3.  Arab Writers Conference, Cairo 1968,
TRAVELS:
Syria, Turkey, Bulgaria, Rumania, Austiria, Italy, Greece, Holland,
Belgium, East and West Germany, Spain, France and England,

SOME OF HIS PUBLICATIONS
1. Inthe Conscience of Time (Poems), Alexandria, Egypt 1950 .
Fai i s g C_‘-" @
9. Ballads, Alexandria, Egypt, 1953.
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ABRIEF BIOGROPHIC NOTE. ABOUT THE WRITE R
NAME: Prof. Dr. Yousif Izzidien
BIRTH: B’aquba, Iraq, 1922
QUALIFICATIONS

a) B.A. Hons. Alexandria University, 1950.

b) M.A. Hons . Alexandria University, 1953.

¢) Ph.D., London University, 1956.

CAREER

1. Teacher in Secondary Schools.

2. "l ecturer, Faculty of Arts, Baghdad University, 1956.

3. Assistant Dean, Faculty of Arts, 1958 .

4. Secretary General, Iraqi Academy since, 1962 .

o. Director General for Press and Guidance, Ministry of Culture and
Guidance, 1966.

6. Active Member in the Iraqi Academy, 1964.

Professor of Arabic Literature, University of Baghdad.

SOCIAL ACTIVITVIES:

1. One of the founders of the Iraqi Writers’ and Authors’ Association.

2. Elected as Secretary for this Association and re-elected several
times..

5. Member of the Administrative Council of the Iraqi Red Crescent

Association.
4. Member of the Royal Society for Literature in London.
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The kindness extended to me by the Director of the Oriental
Department , Mrs . Maria Mihaylova, will, always, remain Vvivid in
my memory .

I should also like to thank the many representatives of Bulgaria‘s
cultural staff who helped me during my stay, especially Mr. Furat
Al Jawahri, I cannot forget the hospitality and kindness of the
Fam Bairaktarski family, and my thanks goes also to Miss Penka
Katerinova and Mr . loran Peef who accompanied me Vvisits to many
places of interest.

[ wish to record here my sincerest thanks to Mr . Stephan Stoev,
the Bulgarian representative in Iraqg. To Mr. Gurguis Awwad ,
to my two colleagues : Prof . Dr.Saleh Al - Ali and Prof Dr. M. A.
Marzouk andto my Prof . Dr. Ibrahim Shawket and to Mr . Sabih Radif
the Librarian of the Iraq Academy, and to all those who have helped

ne in completing this book I offer my deeply - felt thanks .

Baghdad Yousif Izzidien

11¢




and kings . One of their Princes was converted to Islam ,and changed

his name to an Arabic one « Jaafar Iben Abdullah ” and struck coinage
bearing his name.

Some of the Muslem authors travelled through Bulgaria and
have left for us avivid idea of the country and its people. Other
writers, however , depend on informations given by those who had
visited the country .

One of the most outstanding Arabic books is that written by Ibn
Fadlan who visited Bulgaria in the 10th century A.D. He gives
us a very interesting picture of the prince of Bulgaria whom
he visited in May, 922 A.D. The Muslem traveller points out
that the Bulgarians vrere extremely fcnd of this prince for his
modesty and generosity . He had no need for guards in his travels
throughout the country because he trusted his people .

Trade relations between Bulgaria and the Islamic world were
flourishing . The Bulgarians imported many Arab wares, particularly
textiles, pottery and weapons .

The Bulgarian authorities did their utmost to make my visit
useful and pleasant in their country They did their best to make
me feel at home whether in the Library or ontside it.

I cannot forget the great help given to me by Prof. Georgi
Dimitrov“Goshkin”, Minister, & famous w riter and head of the Committee
for Friendship and Cultural Relations with foreign countries .
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I began my study of the Arabic MSS in this Library with those

dealing with history, literature, and geography.It was a rather arduous
task to catalogue the MSS as most of the titles and names of the

authors have been lost.

Of the 3,000 Arabic MSS. only 900 had already been catalogued.
Most of the Arabic MSS. were collected from Vvarious mosques
n Widen, Smake, Fidin, Shoman and Sophia; and a few of them
have been brought from Cairo, Baghdad and Istanbul.

The most anc’ent Arabic MS. in the library is the “Lataif al Isharat”
by Abul- Qasim Abdul Karim Ibin Hawazin al Qushiry who died
in 465 A.H. ( 1073 A.D. ) and whose birthday was recently celebrated
by the Central Library. This MS. deals with the commentary of the
second half of the Holy Quran

A rare copy of AL - Idrisi, “Nuzhat ul Mushtaq fi Ikhtiraq al Afaq”
was discovered in the library. Itis a complete copy, written on good
paper, and contains coloured maps. It was copied in 1505 A.D.,
Dr. Boris Christoff Neddkoff, the Bulgarian Orientalist, has published
the Arabic text containing a description of Bulgarian and the neighbou-
ring lands, with a Bulgarian translation . He indicates the difference
between the text and the maps included in this MS. He thinks that
these maps are of a later date than the text.

It should be noted here that Bulgaria was not unknown to the
Arabs during the Middle Ages . It is often mentioned in their books
on history and geography where Muslem authors describe many
interesting things about Bulgarian —customs and  traditions.
They have also recorded for us the names of the Bulgarian tribes

R




I had the great fortune to be invited to Bulgaria and was afforded
an opportunity to examine the Collection of Arabic manuscripts in the
Central Library of Sophia.

I had never expected to find such a great number of MSS in
the Library. They number more than 3,000 in all branches of
knowledge dealing mainly with the Islamic religion, the Arabic
language, and Islamic philosophy. In addition to these Arabic MSS .
there are about half a million Turkish MSS.

The Library was founded in 1878 A.D., when Bulgaria attained
its independence from the Ottoman rule .

The building is one of the best public libraries 1 have ever seen.

goe; bythe name of

It is close to Sophia. University, and g
“ Cyril & Mithudi Library ” in commemoration of the two great
personalities who created the Bulgarian alphabet. We have to bear
in mind that the Bulgarians wrote in Greek or Latin alphabets
before this innovation.

Cyrille and Methode were brothers from a Greek father
and Bulgarian mother. Bulgarians still celebrate the memory
of the two scholars on the 14th of May every year. The
day is one of the most important days in Bulgaria on which
students and scholars put on their national costume and take
a prominent part in the ceremony.
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