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This reader and the accompanying vocabulary
have been compiled by the instructors at the Middle
East Centre for Arabic Studies, for use in the frst
instance at that Centre. It may, however, be of value
to beginners of Arabic elsewhere, as it is designed to
fill a gap in the literature available to foreign, adult
students of modern Arabic. Too often such stodents,
in need of simple material for translation from vowel-
led Arabic, for use soon after they have mastered
the alphabet and the elements of grammar, haveto
fall back on books written for the use of Avrabic-
speaking school children. It is hoped that this book
may provide more suitable material for practicein
reading and translation.

The words included are in common colloquial,
as well as literary use, In the accompanying vocas
bulary other words have been added, words which
experience has shown are useful in elementary every
day conversation. A list of this sort is, of course,
only a basis for further acquisitions.
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