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We are pleased to inform our customers that al-Khwarizmi's famous
encyclopaedia of the sciences has been reprinted.

In the days of the Abbasid caliphate Islam was introduced 1o a
whole series of new sciences, viz the Greek sciences. These included,
according to the division made by the Muslims themselves, philosophy,
logic, medicine, arithmetic, geometry, astronomy, music, engineering,
and alchemy.

Apart from satisfying the curiosity of the Muslims, the new scien-
ces became a tool in the hands of the administrators of the Abbasid
empire. Administrators, or civil servants, in that society were a class
of scholars and the bearers of knowledge both of the foreign sciences
and of the traditional Arab sciences such as theology, Islamic law,
poetry, grammar.

One of these civil servants must have been al-Khwarizmi as appears
from the addition el-katib to his name, The author of the Mafdtih
al-Sulim should not be confused with his namesake, the mathematician
who lived a century before.

Al-Khwirizmi certainly compiled the Mafatih al-ulim expressly
for the use of his colleagues. Although the book is not the first attempt
to survey the sciences, it is by far the most systematic, complete and
detailed. Consequently it became the most authoritative of its kind. The
numerous manuscripts of it that are extant prove that the book must
have enjoyed a great esteem in Islamic society.

The Mafatih al-Sulim, which was completed in A.D. g77, is an
important source for our knowledge of the Abbasid empire and the

single one that informs us about the standard of Muslim sholarship

of the time.
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