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The Mahdi’s movement was a natural outcome of the local institu-
tions under the prevailing conditions with Europeans holding key posts
in the Sudan Administration and consequent British Occupation in Egypt,
the latter event had paved the road for further developments, and rapid
changes in the nature of the rise.

This Mahdi’s move is discussed in relation with foreign influencing
elements, which had over-ridden the divine proclamation of the Mahdi.
The foreign activities and their surroundings were responsible in one
way or the other for the bloodshed and anarchy that prevailed in the
country for about twenty years.

The survey presented in the third book, as outlined above, ends
with the discussion of the broad lines of events up to the years of the
nineteenth century with particular reference to the imperialistic strugele
with its theatres in Ethiopia, East Africa, Uganda, Kenya and Congo
State and French West Africa.

With the ending of the survey as such, it is not claimed that the
very detailed account of events from within were fully treated but treat-
ment is made on the turning key points in relation to agents from without.

It is hoped that the numberless problems, that are still awaiting
study, would interest research workers to proceed with for the advance-
ment of knowledge and to throw light on events which will. no doubt,
be of great help in building up a sound and long term policy deeply
rooted on facts, whatever these may be, for the promotion in gradual
and steady stages and to fit in with the Sudan’s share of responsibility
in World affairs in general and African problems in particular.

C.B.A.

Cairo, December 1954.
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in the maritime and colonial interests that decided this attitude, which had
taken the human colour, secreting behind it economic aspects, with the
power placed behind the interventionary zeal. The suppression of slavery,
as a politically effective force, had undergone successive modifications
during the late eighteenth and the whole nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. It was begun with human characteristics in the early eighteenth
century, changing to a force of political pressure and ending with its
final shape in the economic field. The fundamental basis of slave labour
has never .been changed. and it worked in parallel lines with the progress
of industrialization. It is, therefore, rather difficult while approaching
this question, to isolate it, as an historical event. from the successive
modifications and from the contemporary events of each decade. which
influenced the attitude and nature of the slavery question. An epitome
is given, on attached Arabic table, illustrates the developments and the
role it played in the international politics and imperialistic expansion.

We are mainly concerned in this study, which is confined to the
Nile Valley regions, so our interest in discussing slavery comes within
this field with due reference to forces from outside. A survey of Britain’s
use of this influencial weapon, which ended with the Slave Convention
of 1877, is given in the text. Contrary to the provisions of this Con-
vention, which was intended to regulate the abolishment of this trade,
within a specified period, Gordon and his assistants. who were of
inconsistant European origins, have taken drastic measures in fighting
this trade with the wide powers conferred upon them, which included
Summary Trials with capital punishment and confiscation of property.
This attitude had resulted the destruction of the substantial -economics
and social advantages offered by the new Egyptian administration, which
was extended to the Sudan, during the period from 1821 to 1871. The
European Lieutenants appointed by Gordon, as being of his own calibre
and social standing, were his subordinates. and they followed the policy
initiated by him for combating this trade, as it were in its disgraceful,
inhumane and painful character. as experienced in the West: Gordon
in one way or the other, was wrong in his hypothesis to fight domestic
slavery to end the hunting of slaves, ignoring the place of domestic
slaves in the social structure of the country; its abolishment needed time
for assimilation and reorganisation of labour problems. This attitude
had resulted dissatisfaction and serious relapse of the developments
achieved; this state of affairs, for which the policy adapted by Gordon
is responsible, had given way to the accumulated forces of the ages to
revive with ultimate outcome of the emergence of a Saviour who was
found in the Mahdi. It is necessary to mention that the policy for
combating slavery, was originally framed by the British Government.
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authority had ceased to function in its own means; this state was an
opportune for the remnants of the Memlukes, who were in the country
some years before the extension of Egyptian Administration, to take
advantage of this dissatisfaction by agitating and stirring up the factions.
This had resulted in the catastrophic end of Ismail, son of Mohd. Ali,
and his party at Shendi. This catastrophe is treated in the light of
local traditions, tribal rituals, prevailing conditions and other factors
with the conclusion that the intrigue was coined by the Memlukes and
that Mek Nimr was the scape-goat and victim. The case of Ismail’s
death at Shendi with his party, was interpretted in different ways to
serve purposes other than the truth.

The Administrative system was, however. reframed as a result of
experience gained in the first thirty years, when Mohammed Said visited
the country and promulgated his four decrees which laid the sound
foundation of the new administration with the local chiefs and inhabitants
having the full opportunity both in sharing and in handling their affairs.
Unfortunately, these decrees were too late to function as planned, owing
to the appearance in an effective weight of the imperialistic beliefs and
desires which brought the Nile Valley within its orbit. The Great
Imperialistic Powers have exercised their respective ways and means
for supremacy in the Nile Valley. These powers stood aloof and appeared
behind the screen pulling the wires for the requisite chance fit for
interference. Britain, one of the great powers struggling with its opponent
France, used its pressure on Egypt and on the Porte, for the abolishment
of slavery, which was brought before the European and American public
opinion in the very inhumane state known to those people, whereas, the
treatment of slaves in the orient was in a quite different way than that
experienced in the west. The humane treatment in the Moslem country
is given in the Islamic teachings. Britain had also used other means
to achieve its plans for supremacy, such as the financial crisis of Egypt,
to interfere in the affairs of the country landing its troops to crush the
Nationalist movement under the pretext of safeguarding the Khedivial
throne and many other reasons to meet the problems brought out to
end the occupation of Egypt. The state of affairs in Egypt has reflected
on the Sudan which had already been, more or less, in an administration
of terror for the suppression of slavery instantly.

It is place and duty to take a pause to review the question of
slavery and its developments in the international field as an imperialistic
and economic weapon. Britain, after having been the leading power
that profitted from this trade and had maintained slavery in the vast

colonies over seas, had adapted a reverse policy towards slavery and
its trade. An explanation of this change is found, among other reasons,
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Republic» principles which did not allow for advancement and develop-
ments in other phases of activities. No wonder, then, that the Sultanate
had caused the country to be torn by the ideological and social conflicts
with the decaying chieftainships and restless populace. This state of
affairs was a direct result of the reliance on trade and trade only, which
was restricted mainly to transit transactions, hence the country failed to
produce items for exchange on a reasonable scale. This system received
a fatal blow with the appearance in the Red Sea of the Portuguese and
Turkish struggle for mastery of this trade route, also with the establish-
ment of trade stations of the African coast by the European powers.
who used these centres for the expansion into the interior of the Black
Continent; there were also further causes emerging from within with
the failure in building up a central authority and modifications of the
land tenure and the machinery of oriental feudalism.

In the carly years of the nineteenth century, new trends and traits
have endangered the country, consequent upon the flight of the remnants
of the Memlukes from Egypt in face of the new regime which had
brought the Memlukes to an end. The coming of the Memlukes into
the Sudan was a serious threat to the interests and welfare of both
countries. So a combined effort was made to throw them out of the
country and the Egyptian Administration was extended to the Sudan to
restore normal conditions, on a progressive scale.

In Book Three, a survey is made of the new Egyptian Administra-
tion in which an equilibrium was vested to the Local Chiefs; this
administration was the first experiment of its kind embarked upon by
Modern Egypt. Actually it was in no way an expansion of exploitation
as given by a number of writers. It was an organization to promote local
conditions by putting an end to the tribal wars and anarchy, and to
prevent foreign influence from gaining foot hold therein. It is admitted
that there were mistakes which were normally expected in such an
experiment. The new administration, when compared with any other
European organisation in Africa, demonstrates great differences, the
simplest of which is the local inhabitants of the country of the Sudan
were not rejected under colour bar institutions of the Europeans.
furthermore they were allowed full participation in the affairs of the
country. This was because Egypt had no beliefs and desires in the
sister land. The Administrative mistakes were due to the fact that
they did not take into consideration, in the first stage, of the institutions
and the structure of society and its interrelations, which were inherited
with the accumulated forces of all ages and the country was at the time
torn by feudal wars. This ignorance had caused dissatisfaction to leap
out in the regions where the tribal jealousies found that the chief’s
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customs which allowed sons of the sisters of the ruler to ascend the
throne, and that tradition had allowed the sons of local wives and
daughters of the new-comers to seize power hence the Arabs were able to
effect gradual modifications in the social organisation with the time going
on; taking into consideration the fact that the Arabs were full of zeal for
the new faith of Islam and their penetration was continious for some
length of time when the country was in a state of deterioration with social
strains in morals and aberration. It was, therefore, possible for the new-
comers to take over the chieftainships and throw the ancient dynasties off;
t must not be forgotten that the modification caused by the Arabs did
not go deep into the social structures of the local societies, but coated
the old traditions for a while. The provinces of Dongola or Makura
had disappeared in the early years of the fourteenth century, and Alwa
followed the same fate two centuries later.

Turning to the study, under review, it discusses in the first book
the developments of events and their consequences as a result of culture
contacts and reflections on the social structure with conflicts with old
traditions and inherited rituals, which were able to revive and retain
their vitality and influence conditions. This is very interesting point
showing the part played by local wives and the calibre of the character
of the new-comers. These points, with others, are of great value with
the Sudan now emerging into a wider horizon in the international field.
This emergence is throwing more responsibilities on the country. because
of the serious position, it occupies in the world strategy.

It is attempted in this study. which is not pretended to be a complete
one, to present the broad lines of the turning key points in the history
before the rise of the Sennar Sultanate, with a survey of affairs in
Ethiopia and Egypt, which have contributed to the transplantation and
restoration of a central federated power with its seat at Sennar, on the
Blue Nile. A discussion of the arguments relating to the vexed question
of the origin of Sennar Dynasty, brings the first book to an end with
the conclusion that this Dynasty was originally functioning, in one way
or the other, in the region of the south-west corner of Eritrea. through
which the thorough-fare linking the Red Sea ports and up country was
operating.

The Second book deals with the Sennar Sultanate in its new capital,
after flight from the region of Lamul; its relations with the confederated
sheikhdoms on the Nile Basin are also dealt with together with the
causes that contributed to the Sultanate’s progress and decline. The
seeds of the decline were sown with the rise of Dynasty because of its
organisation and functions which were confined within the «Commercial
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had set on march northwards and north-westwards; this point is left
for systematic archeological work in that part of the country.

The relations between Egypt and the Sudan, as illustrated by
Churchill, in his work «The River war», as resembling a palm-tree, at the
top the green and fertile area of the Delta region, spreads the greenful
leaves and foliage-the stem with the root of the tree begin to stretch
deeply in the Sudan, need be implemented by the fact that although
the circuit begins with the flowing of the Nile waters which carries life
and fertility to both the Sudan and Egypt, as illustrated in the palm-tree,
it does not cease its activity with the discharge of its blessings: but it
changes to another energy of inspiring influence which runs back in the
form of a multi-pronged torch, diffusing culture and civilisation into the
upper regions of the Nile Basin. It, therefore, resembles a magnetic field
flowing in one direction with its waters and coming up with the torch
of culture. It is no wonder that one finds that events in one country-the
Sudan or Egypt-reflects on the other, as proved by historical evidences
of various decades.

It is out of the province of the study, now presented. to enter into
details of the past historical events of remote ages; and it was found
necessary to limit the research to begin with the destruction of the Meroitic
kingdom in the middle of the fourth century of our era, when the central
power had fallen in decay and the inhabitants set on flight, as a result
of the invasion, which was engineered by foreign elements not originating
from Aksum, of King «Aezana». The Country of Meroe was deserted
and left for the adventurers and new-comers. In this central zone of
the Sudan which formed the provinces directly ruled by Meroe, rival
chieftainships arose and entered into conflicts with other tribes. The
other provinces lying on the southern and northern borders of the
Meroitic Kingdom proper i.e. Alwa and Dongola respectively, have, more
or less, been attending to their daily life and the inhabitants, who were
agriculturists, were not affected by the differences which stormed the
chiefs.

The State of internal wars continued in the central zone for almost

tlen centuries during which decade, Egypt was under the mastery of

foreign powers. At the end of this epoch, the Arabs. who conquered
Egypt in the seventh century, began, on the rise of the Memluke to
power in Egypt, to pour into the country in mass immigrations: because
the Memlukes were rivals to the Arab elements. The infiltration was
carried in a peaceful and steady manner without serious violance; and
through intermarriage of the new-comers with the local inhabitants, the
power was transfered to the sons of the Arabs by virtue of the local
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INTRODUCTION

The Sudan of the Nile Valley, a vast tract of country of about one
million square miles, extends from (approximately) latitude 3" to latitude
22° North i.e. between the Equator and the Tropic of Cancer, through
which the river Nile stretches for about 1400 miles; the country, there-
fore. runs from a lacustrine area to semi-arid regions and this setting
exhibits a wide variety in climate and vegetation. These geographical
features of the different zones have moulded the variant sizes of economic
and social institutions of the relative habitats. The story of tribal struggle
and immigrations lies secreted behind this physical setting.

One firids the primitive life in the far south and gradual stages of
settled conditions, north thereof, in the open country on the banks of
the Nile and its tributaries; and nomadic in the regions lying on both
sides of the river and in the highlands of the Red Sea littoral and in
Darfur. In the highlands, there are massifs ranging from about 4000
feet to 10000 feet (above sea level).

Taking into consideration, the anomalous place of the Sudan on
the Nile Basin, which forms the main artery linking the Meditterranean
and the Red Sea with the heart of Africa, the country holds a strategical
position, which has given access to impulses from the bordering regions
of Africa horn, lake plateau, the Sahara and Egypt: and the country,
with such a situation, had rendered a tramsformation theatre of the
impetus of varied stages of civilisations and cultures, the remnants of
which are traced in the tramsition and cradle zones of the Blue Nile
Basin and on the banks of the river Nile north of Khartoum, and in
refuge pockets and isolated areas which are lying at the remote and
naccessable parts amongst which are the salient lines of Dar Fung and
in Tegali Hills, Dar Fertit and Mahas regions; these pockets are worthy
of an exhaustive field team research.

The history of the country, particularly the northern part, is tied
mainly with that of Egypt since very remote decades of history, and the
history of each of the two countries forms an indispensable part of the
other for various reasons which include the favourable climatic condi-
tions prevailing in both countries, the waterways of the river Nile, their
serious position in the strategy of trade between the main sea routes
and the fact that the earlier inhabitants who spread over the banks
of the river were, more or less, from one origin interrelated with their
economical interest. One theory says that the Blue Nile Basin was the
kernel/cradle zone from which or in which the inhabitants of the Valley
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