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Introductory Note
The Post System in Moslem State

A thesis for which the author has been granted the M. A. degree
from the Faculty of Arts, Cairo University. As it was written with
the guidance of Professor Abd el Hamid el Abady, previous dean
of the Faculty of Arts, Alexandria University, he has been so kind
as to introduce the book. : :

The book begins with an explanatory note and a short criticism
of the main referrences on which the author relied. The first
chapter gives an idea of the Egyptian, Roman and Persian Post
and how it developped for state affairs and not for personal needs.

In the second chapter the author surveys the history of the
post during the time of Prophet Mohammed, the four khalifs, the
Omayyades and the Abbassides. The effect ¢f the Roman and Persian
Post is clear. ;

Thedepartment. of post, its administrator. officials, couriers,
horsemen and finance are dealt with in the third chapter. The
‘writer enumerates the Post roads, the post stops and the inns in
the Islamic Empire in the next chapter:.

The fifth chapter is devoted to the Egyptian Post from the
Arabic conquer to the epoc of es-Sultan ez-Zahir Bebars.

~ The pigeon Post, pigeonry, various kinds of pigeons ‘and its
roads occupy the sixth chapter. The last chapter explains the
different ways of sending messages, by fire, drums and water.

In conclusion, the post system helps the Khalifs to carry on
their duty in the whole empire from end to end as it enables the
pilgrimages to go to Mecca & Jerusalem, and the intellectuals to go
to and fro. Cultural and commercial relations develop due to the
post‘ system.

Cairo 1953 Nazir Hassaan Saadawi.
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