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What I said about Germany applies also to America,
Great Britain and other nations. The people of these countries
have achieved miracles in various aspects and fields, which I

earnestly hope Iraq will also realise in the near future with
the will of God.

)9 2952
Lo i) poe
Dr. Henry ‘Wiens
Director . Point 4.

(09Tl fia
dc'l;;Jl Al
Mr. Marion E. Olson
Point 4.
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Mr. Milton H. Button
Ministry of Development.
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Mr. Sam Dameron
Agricultural Bank.
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T have with profound sorrow and pain to admit that Iraq has
not as yet attained the stage of economical stability in spite
of the dominant feeling of need for it to support with its
integrity. T feel certain that you will agree with me if I may
say that the economical independence is the ground on which
mostly depends the political independence.

Economy in our era has its vital importance in building
the affairs of the country and safeguarding its integrity and
although citizens, resp0n81ble or otherwise, are alive to this
aspect and realise its importance, I still declare that it has
not been given its due consideration despite the expanding
state organisation and the increased number of foreign experts
and technicians recruited by the Government for these pur-
poses. This collosal organisation has not trated the economical
problems and remedied them on scientific basis.

Gentlemen: Responsibility and serving the public
interest is distributed amongst all individuals, each within
his concern and execution of his task to his capacity, thus it
is incumbent on each individual to act within his line limits
to prop up this aspect with various possible means. It is to
this task I crave your efforts, brethern, so that the proposals
of your conference may be beneficial with the will of God.

My last remarks that I aloud like to submit to you if I
may are that the economical entity is always built more on
the shoulders of nations than on Governments. It is the
nations that realise this entity; their individuals are the actual
pioneers of this arena. We have a great example set for us
by both Germany and Japan, both of whom were affected
with disastrous set backs as a result of the last war. None
would have believed that they would regain their respective
glories in politics and economy in such an extremely short
period.

War has left its scars on Germany which are still extant;
her heavy industry totally collapged and doomed; her factories
and different industries and the ecivilisation built by the
muscles of her men was practically prooted, but within less
than five years, Germany regained her glory as a nation
enjoying her full rights both in economics and politics, as
if nothing has happenned. All this is due to the earnest
determination and correct direction.
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THE SPEECH DELIVERED BY HAJ MUSTAFA ASAD
o “KHAN, “PRESIDENT OF THE KERBALA
" "CHAMBER OF AGRICULTURE ON THE
.~ INAUGURAL MEETING OF THE
- IITI SESSION OF THE AGRICUL-
TURAL ANNUAL CONFERENCE.

Your Excellency.
Gentlemen :

It gives me a great pleasure to welcome you to this
third session of our conference convening for the first time
in Kerbala, the Holy City. We highly appreciate your
attendence and cosider the days you are passing in Kerbala
our happiest days, particularly so because you join us in a task
aiming solely at public interest.

It is a felling of exultant happiness to the growers con-
cerned with cultivation to understand the importance of this
meeting, discussions, and consultations, to direct their agri-
cultural and economical planning, raise their standard and
establishing them on firm scientific foundations that would
enable them withstand the future with faith and confidence.

Although the resolutions adopted in the previous two
sessions revealed no satisfactory results, due to retardness
of the responsible quarters in executing the unanimously
adopted resolutions, yet, myself as well as my colleagues,
are rather optimistic of the good results we will consequently
attain, subject to efforts being joined and exerted by all con-
cerned in this respect.

Gentlemen: You are fully aware of the great potentiali-
ties Iraq has well represented in its fertile soil; in its two
rivers’ valuable waters and in its hidden and uncovered
mineral wealth, as well as in its other rich resources that
meritoriously qualify Iraq for a better life.

Iraq with these blessings, was expected to top the list
of the States enjoying economical stability based on sound
technical basis, due to the foregoing existing potentialities.
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(3) The conference recommends the Permanent Bureau
of the Arab Chambers to increase its attention in the agricul-
tural affairs in view of their important bearing on trade,
industry and economy in general.

18th REPRESENTATIVE OF THE AGRICUL-
TURAL CHAMBERS: —

The conference decided to nominate As-Sayed Ezzat Al
Faresi, President of the Baghdad Chamber of Agriculture,
to represent the Chambers of Agriculture in the Grain Board
as asked for by the Minitsry of Economics.

. 19th TIME AND PLACE OF THE NEXT CON-
FERANCE : —

The conference meetings were over at moon on S8th
November, 1954, after having decided to convene its further
session in Basrah City. The Basrah Chamber of Agriculture
was telegraphically consulted and has expressed its agree-
ment, provided that the date of meeting be decided by the
Permanent Committee alluded to in the foregoing minutes
with the approval of the Basrah Cahmber.

Kerbala 11th Rabi’e Al Awal, 1374, coinciding 8/11/1954.

Reporture General, Chairman of the Conference,
Mahmoud Fahmi Darwish faj Mustafa Khan



consideration. On the contrary, the Government imposed
certain taxes and restrictions which added to the previous
difficulties. The conference therefore suggests that the Go-
vernment should in this connection act on the consultation
of the Commercial and Agricultural Chambers before enfore-
ing 1its instructions.

15th COMMUNICATIONS : —The conference decided to
request the offices concerned to realise the following schemes
important for the transport of agricultural products:—

1. Dredging of the Tigris River between Mosul and
Baghdad and render it navigable.

2. To expedite linking Arbil with Mosul with the
Kirkuk-Arbil Railway Line.

3. To expedite linking Kerbala with Najaf with the
Baghdad-Kerbala Railway Line.

4. Construction of two permanent steel bridges at
Makhlat and Shergat.

16th MEASURES AND WEIGHTS: The conference
decided to induce the Government to enforce the legislations
relating to measures and weights, the neglect of which after
so many years of their enactment is very erroneous.

17th EXPENSES OF THE PERMANENT BUREAU
OF THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE, INDUSTRY,
AND AGRICULTURE, OF THE ARAB COUNTRIES: —

(1) The conference decided to approach the Authorities
concerned to provide a sufficient amount as a grant towards
the expenses of this Bureau as granted last year.

(2) If the grant is inadequate to cover the expenses of
the said bureau, the conference suggests the balance be con-
tributed by the Iraqi Chambers of Agriculture based on their
respective revenues.
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The conference further recommends construction of wind
blockers for the protection of crops, and calls for the urgency
of legislating the new forest law. It also recommends alloca-
tion of a certain percentage of Government lands distributed
to peasants for forestration and fueling purposes with the
object of preventing the use of animal fertilizers and forest
trees as fuel in other than the areas intended for the manu-
facture of charcoal, also for the abundancy of timber for the
construction of healthy dwelling houses and the manufacture
of furniture and agricultural implements.

(2) The conference recommends active encouragements
for gardening and increasing and improving the qualities of
plants.

(8) The conference recommends the expansion of vege-
table growing to meet the increase in the local consumption
and the demands of the Persian Gulf.

(4) The conference repeats its recommendations to the
specific departments of the Ministry of Agriculture to carry-
out the necessary experiments on various crops, vegetables,
fruit trees, using various fertilizers by having them intro-
duced by the farmers, also to have these transported to them
as a token of cooperation between the said departments and
the farmers.

14th TAXES ON PRODUCE :

(I) The conference recommends the Authorities con-
cerned to study and fix the surplus quantities of the agricul-
tural products for export purposes, particularly wheat, rice
and beans, ete.

(2) The conference recommends the abolition of export
tax on cotton to encourage this new product and increase its
commodity to supply the cotton spinning and weaving ever
increasing local industry, in addition, freeing the farmers
from the harm done to them by imposing this tax on a cul-
tivation that costs him great labour, pains and charges.

(3) The conference observed that its previous recom-
mendations regarding relax of export have not been given due
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sations the Iraq Government has formed Social Units for
rural fundamental education and training, the conference
believes such rural advancing schemes are very important
and has already recommended them, it therefore requests the
Government to increase its activities in this respect and
expand the scheme in a manner that would develope the rural
areas in every way.

12th FERTILIZERS: Although fertilizers are extre-
mely important elements in increasing the produce, streng-
thening the soil and improves it, the Iraqi farmer still
refrains from introducing them and is satisfied with the land
fallow methods which occupys more than half of his land
annually. The conference therefore recommends and urges
the authorities responsible, the Development Board in par-
ticular, to establish the chemical fertilization industry in
Iraq and to instruct the farmers to introduce them properly
and direct them to follow the ecultivation rotation which
includes bean plants suitable for conversion into plant ferti-
lizers for the general improvement of the soil.

13th FORESTS, GARDENS AND OTHER PRO-
DUCTS:

(1) The conference stresses the necessity of increasing
the growth of forests, their maintenance and expansion, the
establishing of timber growing projects, the study of the
relations of forests with pastures and drawing up of legisla-
tions defining those relations.

Is being also necessary to study the general forestration
in connection with the sliding of soil ever increasing in the
North to a serious danger point, due to the cutting of trees
with no attention paid to the consequences, which must be
stopped.

The conference finds it its duty to invite attention to the
establishment of forests in special areas to delay the flow of
surface water and allow adequate time for the soil to suck
its satisfaction with a view to increase the springs’ as well
as the underground waters.
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artisan wells in adequate numbers and in accordance with
the need of areas and their agricultural and social importance.

(4) The conference observed that the policy of the Irriga-
tion Department in silt-clearing of canals is not in favour of
public interest, it contradicts the technical interpretation of
the Irrigation Department’s duties and obligations. It there-
fore recommends that this department should provide the
necessary funds to dredge and maintain the public canals and
render them suitable for irrigation, also the amendment of
the Regulations of the Directorate-General of Irrigation
accordingly.

(5) It appeared to the conference that many of the irriga-
tion schemes already undertaken were not provided with
drainage system and have since deteriorated and their agricul-
tural yielding has diminished to below their cost, because of
salt settlements and presence of seapage. Examples of similar
instances are many and obvious already confirmed in the
reports of the Irrigation Engineers and threaten the whole of
Iraq’s cultivable lands.

The conference therefore deems i1t necessary for the
Departments concerned to lay down the required plans to
wash the salt from the soil and to seek the assistance of
international experts in this line and introduce the system of
drainage and disposal in Iraq of which it is hitherto deprived.

This should be applied to all the projects already establi-
shed or to be established in the future and in particular in
the central and southern areas.

(6) It has been customary to distribute the land to its
occupants before making a general study of the soil, and as it
is extremely important to identity its quality and its growing
ability, the conference suggests that the nature of soil should
be studied as well as its conditions, classification and its
growing potentialities throughout Iraq, as done in all agri-
culturally advanced countries.

11th RURAL DEVELOPMENT:— The conference
observed that in conjunction with some International Organi-
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and have first hand knowledge of the farmers conditions with
whom they have direct contact. Moreover, the Chambers
have a keen desire to serve the agricultural society, on the
one hand, and the Official Quarters, on the other.

10th IRRIGATION AND SOIL: In this its third session
the conference paid special attention to the Iraqi soil and
water and set up a committee to study the subject in details
as laid down in its program, which concluded with the follow-
ing recommendations and resolutions.

(1) After studying the geographical nature of the Iraqi
soil suitable for cultivation, from the points of suitability of
the soil, abundancy of water, availability of adequate funds
to carryout major irrigation schemes, cutting of canals for
the revival of these lands and benefiting from them in enhane-
ing the national wealth of the country, particularly so as Iraq
1s considered an agricultural country whose trade balance
depends on agricultural produce, the conference recommends
the necessity of adoptation of these important projects in-
cluding the projects of Al Nagub and Darenchokh of Mosul,
enlargement of Hillah river, Babylon canal, the projects of
Jaziyah and Ummul Telyan of Kerbala, the projects of Sayed
Ahmed Al Rufa’iy and Germat Hassan Al Sayeh of Muntafiq,
enlargement of Garmah for the irrigation of Gessawi lands
in Dulaim and other projects.

The conference recommends the necessity for the Deve-
lopment Board to adopt the schemes and their inclusion in
its next Five years program, provided that proper means and
ways be prepared for the agricultural exploitation.

(2) The farmers should be encouraged to benefit from
introducing pumps and engines to irrigate their lands and
the conference recommends to the quarters concerned to make
available abundantly such pumps and engines as their suitabi-
lity has been proved by experience.

(3) The conference recommends to the Official Depart-
ments the necessity of attending the studies of Iraq’s poten-
tialities in the underground waters and to endeavour to drill
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As-Sayed Ezzat Al Farisi, President of Baghdad
Chamber of Agriculture.

As-Sayed Abdul Jalil Merjan, President of Hillah
Chamber of Agriculture.

(f) The conference decided to entrust the consideration
of paragraph (4) of the program of the Directive Committee
formed from the members of this conference, which terms
the necessity of establishing a provident fund for the employees
of the Chambers of Agriculture and granting rights equal to
those of the quasi-Government Departments, to the com-
mittee formed, vide sub-para (a) heretofor. This committee
shall primarily act as the Federation of the Chambers of
Agriculture proposed vide previous resolutions. (¢

The conference also decided to entrust the considera,tidn
of the following the paragraphs to the said committee for the
reasons stated therein : —

(1) The conference observed that Ordinance No. 11 of
1954 was laid down in a hurry and does not coincide with
public interests, if not detrimental to the economics of the
country. It has therefore decided to pass the subject to study
it thoroughly and submit its recommendations to the authori-
ties concerned to amend it, provided this is done immediately,

(1) After studying Ordinance No. 1 of 1954 and the Law
for the rights and duties of Farmers, it was evident to the
conference that they both contained materials disagreeable
to the public interest and country’s economical conditions
and has therefore decided to entrust the subject to the com-
mittee to study it extensively and to approach the authorities
concerned with a view to lay down a unified legislation that
would illucidate the vagueness in the said law and ordinance.

(g) The conference decided to recommend to the Govern-
ment Authorities concerned the necessity of consulting the
Federation of the Chambers of Agriculture on Finance, pro-
duction and Social Affairs of the farmers and agriculture,
as the Chambers of Agriculture are specialised in these lines
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(b) Amendments of Article (8) of the Chambers of Agri-
culture Liaw No. 30 of 1938, as follows: —

“Duties of the Chambers of Agriculture, the Federation
and the Permanent Bureau and their respective activities
shall be defined in special regulation’”.

(¢) The General Federation of the Chambers of Agricul-
ture shall comprise number of members equal to the number
of Chambers of Agriculture in Iraq. They shall be elected by
nomination of their respective chambers. They shall meet in
Baghdad when necessary at the beginning of every quarter
(3 months), with effect from the begining of January. The
Federation shall function considering any item bearing on the
Agricultural Chambers, unify their recommendations and
general demands and the execution thereof by approaching the
offices concerned and others.

(d) Special Bureau of members of the Federation shall
be formed with its Head Office at the Baghdad Chamber of
Agriculture. It shall comprise three members elected by
voting. This Bureau shall execute all the proposals and
demands by the Chambers of Agriculture entrusted to by the
Federation or the Chambers of Agriculture. The Bureau shall
also make the necessary approaches to the authorities con-
cerned, offices of the foreign conferences and others to realise
the objects decided by the Iraqi Agricultural conferences.

Expenses of this bureau and salaries of its officials shall
be contributed proportionally by the Chambers of Agriculture
based on their respective income. Appointment of the Bureau’s
employees and this remuneration shall be left to the discretion
of its members who shall submit their proposals to the con-
ference following the formation of the Bureau for approval.

(e) In accordance with the foregoing paragraph the con-
ference elected the three members of the Permanent Bureau,
they are:—

Haj Mustafa Asad Khan, President of Kerbala
Chamber of Agriculture.
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(111) Registration grades shall be reconsidered and the con-
ference recommends amendment of article (1) of Law No. 4
of 1951, which is the first amendment of Chambers of Agricul-
ture Law No. 30 of 1938, in a manner to include all the trans-
actions relating the agricultural affairs carried out by the
farmers.

The conference further recommends discussing the point
of amending Chambers of Agriculture Regulations in respect
of increasing the fees in the light of the previous resolutions.

(d) The conference recommends to the Agricultural Bank
the necessity of having a member of the Administrative com-
mittees of the Chambers of Agriculture to participate with
the committees of inspection and appraisal of the value of
lands intended to be mortaged against agricultural loans,
as the existence of an expert from the members of the Cham-
bers of Agriculture will definitely result with advantages to
both the bank as well as the farmer.

(e) The conference recommends to the Agricultural Bank
that the Chambers of Agriculture be represented on its Board
of Administration.

2. CHAMBERS OF AGRICULTURE FEDERATION
AND THE PERMANENT BUREAU:

(a) The conference decided the formation of a committee
i which all the Iraqi Chambers of Agriculture should parti-
cipate to represent the Federation of the Chambers of Agricul-
ture intended to be formed. This committee shall have the
right to form a sub-committee to operate as a permanent
Bureau in the following procedure until the law for Chambers
of Agriculture is amended as follows: —

(1) Chambers of Agriculture shall have the right to form
a Federation in which all Chambers shall be represented.

(11) Thp Federation of the Chambers of Agriculture shall
have the right to establish their permanent Bureau whose
members shall exceed three.
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of loans, particularly so as the Bank has recruited the services
of a foreign expert for the purpose.

2. COOPERATIVE SOCIETIES :

The conference recommends to the authorities concerned
their support on the formation of Cooperative Societies in
their various forms of marketing, production and lending to
serve the farmers, provided that the studying the subject be in
aceordance with the circumstances of Iraq and its exigencies.

9th  CHAMBERS OF AGRICULTURE AND PER-
MANENT BUREAU:

(1) CHAMBERS OF AGRICULTURE:

(a) The conference recommends to the Minitsry of
Agriculture to extend financial aids to the Chambers of
Agriculture as done in the neighbouring countries.

(b) The conference recommends to the authorities men-
tioned in the Law of Chambers of Agriculture to reject
reference made by any farmer not bearing an agricultural
identity.

.~..te)_The conference observed that in registering those
applying for membership of the chambers and classification of
their grades some prejudice to the interests of the chambers,
and recommends steps to taken to amend the chambers Taw
in a manner that would serve both the interests of the cham-
bers as well as the farmer on the folowing basis: —

(1) No Farmer’s membership shall be accepted in a cham-
ber if he belongs to another Liwa where an agricultural cham-
ber exists except in exceptional urgent necessities, in which
case he shall not be classified in lower than the IT grade and
provided that his registration fees are remitted to his own
Liwa. In the event of the farmer having agricultural relations
in two or more Liwas, his registration shall be accepted in any
of these liwas.

(i1) Registration licences shall be classified on ownership
basis and discretion.

13



Agriculture, Finance, and Development, each according to
its respective specialization, to approach the Ministry of
Interior with a view to exempt the Lazma lands, on which
loan is intended, from the intricate restrictions the Minitsry
of Interior imposes on them, in accordance with a term
stated in Lazma Regulations, which reads ‘‘Provided the
transfer or mortage of ownership of lands granted in Lazma
shall be forbiden unless approved by the Ministry of Interior’’.
In this connection it is pointed out that transfer or mortage
does not lead to interference with Law and Order.

The conference therefore recommends to the authorities
concerned to amend these regulations in conjunction with
members of the chambers of Agriculture and the Departments
concerned in a manner that would ensure the farmers’
transactions.

(b) The conference recommends the increase of the
Agricultural Bank’s capital to enable it play its full role in
the Agricultural posterity by expanding the loan operations
and meeting all demands.

The conference further recommends extension of the loan
instalments to ten years and that the reduction of interest
from 6 to 5% decided upon last year by the Agricultural
Bank should have retrospective effect to include all instal-
ments due payment after that date.

(¢c) The conference requests the Agricultural Bank to
reconsider the interest and to reduce it to 3% owing to the
increase of the cost of production, on the one hand, and on
the other, the depression in the prices of the produce, subject
it is based on the same basis as the Development Board's
loan to the Municipalities at 1/2% interest.

(d) The conference recommends the execution of its
recommendations adopted in the Annual Report of the second
conference held in Mosul in 1953, and adds that it is in the
common interest to expedite application of the method of
agricultural loan “‘Under supervision and Direction’’ and to
grant loans for purely agricultural purposes, with a view to
realise the objects of the Agricultural Bank and to ensure
the interest of the farmers as well, also to apply this system
gradually in certain area or areas most suitable for this kind
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to establish experimental stations and minor agricultural
industries scattered throughout Iraq that give immediate
results for the posterity of the agricultural producer and
enhancement of individual income, such as the schemes of
Ranya, Daqooq and the sedimented canals and rivers in the
central and southern areas which the previous conferences
recommended their clearance. Also such projects as animal
rearing, production of fodder and canning, where fruit is
plenty, etc.

5th AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES: The advance
of the authorities concerned in the application of para (5) of
the first conference recommendations is gratifying, quick and
continuous; all these recommendations are nearing comple-
tion. Now the conference recommends to the Development
Board to establish factories for the manufacture of chemical
fertilizers to be within the easy reach of the farmers and
agsist them in strengthening their lands and exploiting it
with chemical and other fertilizers.

6th MECHANICAL MEANS: The most important
observation of the conference is lack of working hands
managing the ever increasing mechanical means and their
spare parts. It therefore recommends opening many con-
tinuous training courses in a number coinciding with the
increase of machines, and training their operators to repair
and maintain them. Also to import the necessary spare parts
and establishing adequate workshops in the districts to enable
repair of machines and maintenance at close quarters.

7th FUEL: In this line the conference could not find
anything new to recommend; The Government is progressing
in the construction of the refinery for the mobiloil. It, there-
fore, confirms its recommendations for the third time to the
authorities concerned to reduce the prices of the various oils
urrespect of source of origin, whether local or foreign, pro-
vided that the reduced prices are applicable throughout Iraq.

8th AGRICULTURAL LOANS AND COOPERATIVE
SOCIETIES :

1. AGRICULTURAL LOANS:

(a) The conference recommends to the Ministries of
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Government has advanced fairly well in executing . those
recommendations on a large scale in several agricultural areas
of Iraq; 1t has distributed a number of areas to the developers
to cultivate them on the basis of small ownerships.

In as much as the conference appreciates these steps in
improving the lands and reinforcing the relation of the farmer
with his land to feel the responsibility in the revival of his
land, the conference enphasises the necessity of expanding in
this respect and the expeditions introduction of the system
to all Serf Mer1 cultivable lands in Iraq; also the studying
of the holticultural characteristics of the various areas
earmarked for distribution or have already been distributed,
with a view to instruct the farmers in applying the easiest
systems of cultivation compatible with the respective areas,
that such lands may be cultivated on the most sound and
economical basis.

4th POTENTIALITIES OF THE DEVELOPMENT
BOARD IN RAISING THE AGRICULTURAL STAN-
DARD:—

The conference studied the accomplishments of the
Development Board of extensive schemes and important
projects relevant to the advancement of the Agricultural
standard in Iraq, particularly in relation to irrigation,
reserving water, control of floads, benefiting from the under-
ground waters by drilling artisan wells in dry lands for land
irrigation as well as for drinking, construction of roads to
ensure transport in general and the movement of the agricul-
tural products in particular, etc., which have the greatest
bearing on the promotion of the agricultural standard in Traq,
and which the conference note with gratitude. .

Yet the conference is very covetous to see that the
Development Board expands its program to help directly and
extensively in promoting the agricultural level, owing to its
potentialities and great efficiencies in all fields, its far reach-
ing arms can attain, because of (1) its wealth, and (2) the
many experts at its disposal.

Therefore the conference insistantly recommends that the
Development Board should provide funds in its budget ade-
quate to promote the agricultural standard, to construct
scientific laboratories for different intentions and purposes,
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In the circumstances, the conference repeats its request
for attention in this connection and urges those responsible
to lay down a sound plan to overcome these short comings by
(1) increasing the number of veterinary hospitals and clinics,
(2) Enhancing the efficiencies and number of the veterinary
doctors as well as the number of scholarships, (3) Increasing
the veterinary laboratories and experimental farms, (4) Sup-
porting those endeavouring to improve the cattle and rearing
them and publishing the scientific methods amongst those
concerned with breeding animals by all means and ways of
guidance and (5) improving the sheep and their by-products
and protecting them, also expanding sheep dipping and con-
structing shelters for them.

(1) The conference observed that concerned Government
Departments have engaged themselves with a collection of
special studies relating the natural and artificial pastures as
a preliminary step towards convening the pastures confernece
for the Middle Eastern countries under the sponsorship of
the Food Agricultural Organisation.

In spite of the hopes of this conference to see positive
results in realising the demands of the previous Agricultural
Chambers’ conferences, it insists, at the same time, on those
responsible to take steps in executing the previous recom-
mendations, because it has hitherto noticed no sign of serious
intention to this end. The conference therefore recommends
studying what can be domesticated of the natural plants to
improve the existing situation by producing Deris and Ghamir
and other fodder produce. Also to study the concentrated
cattle food as required by the animal group in the different
parts of Iraq.

The conference further recommends to the Committee
for the Development and improving Government Tands the
application of the specific para relating to, the growing of
cattle fodder in parts of the distributed lands to carefully
control the same.

3rd DEVELOPMENT OF SERF MERI LANDS:

The conference has perused the documents and statistics of
the executed recommendations of the first conference as laid
down in paragraph (3) of its resolutions. It found that the
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taxes, etc., and not to discreminate between the locally
consumed and the exported dates for taxation.

(6) In view of the recommendations stated in paragraph
(5) above, the conference further recommends to the Ministry
of Finance, pending enactment of the special law exempting
dates from tithe and export taxes, to approach the Directorate-
General of Revenue to exempt cost of packing, packaging
materials and transport from tithe and to collect the istihlak
tax on loose raw dates as applied now on Basrah dates.

(7) The conference recommends to the Ministry of
Finance in deciding the Istihlak tax and its percentage, to
accept the prices prevailing throughout the Iraqi markets as
recommended by the concerned State Officials and confirmed
by the Mutasarifs, in lieu of seeking the approval of Baghdad
authorities, which often leads to delay causing losses to the
producers and the consumers alike.

(8) The conference further decided to contact the Senior
quarters telegraphically to remedy the present depression of
dates and the slump of their prices, and to form a delegation
of five members to approach the said quarters to carry out the
recommendations stated in the telegram and the recommenda-
tions previously submitted to the Council of Ministers on
16/12/1953 and enclosed with the resolutions of the second
technical committee for the studying of the Date problems
in this conference.

(h) LIVE STOCK WEALTH : The conference in this
connection confirms the resolutions of the previous two con-
ferences. It finds the attention to animal group is practically
nill, unlike the countries adjacent to Iraq, which undertook
to establish veterinary institutions, both technical and scien-
tific as well as precautional, such as veterinary hospitals,
stations and mobile clinics in addition to a number of inves-
tigating officials touring the country.

The Iragi responsible quarters should take into considera-
tion the recommendations of the conference and take action
before any other country, in view of the great number of the
animal population of Iraq, and because Iraq is considered as
an important centre for animal breeding, supply and export
of its by-products.



(e) The conference recommends to the proper quarters
the necessity of commencing analysing and classification of
soil and fixing its technical characteristics based on its
qualities in various areas of Iraq, and to publish and
broadcast the same to the farmers to acquaint them with the
kind of crops most appropriate to the land of each of them.

(f) To continue increasing the establishment of experi-
mental farms and stations for different agricultural purposes
and to acquaint the farmers with the results of such experi-
ments.

(g) The conference studied all that concerns dates, and
i view of the great slump in the prices, the stagnancy of their
markets and their accumulation in the wearhouse in large
quantities causing serious damages to possessors and dragging
them into a serious disaster, which demands immediate
effective solution, it recommeds: —

(1) The Government should approach the market and
buy not less than 50,000 tons of Euphrates Zahdi through
the Date Association who should borrow the value thereof
from the Government on long term loan basis.

(2) The Government should establish factories for the
extraction of alcohol and syrup from dates and the manufac-
ture of the necessary reseptacles in the countries where the
two products shall be exported to. The factories should have
the capacity to consume no less than 50,000 tons of Zahdi
dates a year.

Such factories could be established by the Date Associa-
tion with funds obtained on long term loans.

(3) Reduction of railway freight on dates and restore the
freight rate to what it was in the past.

(4) Storing of dates at the railway stations.

(5) Recommendation to the Ministry of Finance to par-
ticipate actively in facilitating the export of dates and to help
in their rescue from their present slump by exempting them
as well as their by-products form all extra taxes and tithe tax
and other additional taxes, such as local administration
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incomplete as yet. As this insect has often affticted the
northern crops, the conference recommends the accomplish-
ment of the experiments and finding results ensuring the
diminishing of its damages.

In view of the effective relativity of the production of
the crops in the economical field, the conference recommends
to the authorities to legislate laws and regulations ensuring
production and encouraging the Iraqi farmer by safeguarding
him against the damages of blights by all possible means as
practised in other countries.

(b) SCHOLARSHIPS: Facts indicate that members of
scholarships returning to Iraq after graduation of profficiency
were not entrusted with duties and noetf-: connected with their
specializations. They were also not remunarated with salaries
and allowances as granted to their colleagues specialised in
studies and lines other than agriculture. This resulted with
dissatisfaction amongst the members of the agricultural
scholarships and discouraged them and finally lead them to
prefer other lines to agriculture, whereas this important
difficiency could have been overcome by placing the agricul-
tural schohrdnpc; on equal standing with others in order that
agricultural Iraq could have secured adequate number of
chI'lC'Ll]tllle and veterinary scientists to promote both fields
commensurate with its pressing needs.

The conference therefore, considers this issue quite a
problem to be treated by the official responsible quarters who
should find the necessary solutions.

(¢) The conference stresses its previous recommendations
in connection with the increase of the number of experimental
farms and stations for all agricultural intents throughout the
areas of Iraq.

(d) The conference observed that the reason for not
covering the whole of Iraq areas with training centres was
lack of funds, guiders, and scientific means. It therefore,
recommends to the Ministry of Finance to provide adequate
funds that would enable increasing the number of guiders
and provide them with allowances and means of guidance
with the object of increasing the. agricultural guidance and
its introduction in all areas.



stated in the first paragraph of the resolutions of the two
previous conferences of Baghdad and Mosul. With the
necessity of watching the situation of the world production
and the Iraqi farmer and his productive efforts accordingly.
The conference recommended the following to the authorities
gongcerned : —

1. Importance should be attached to the improvement of
our agricultural food produce by qualities and quantities and
the choosing of the good seeds for distribution to the peasants
at cost price. Such seeds should be transported from one place
to another, coupled with necessary guidance.

2. Finding and domesticating improved produce of the
economical crops:—

(a) For export and establishing in every areas domestic
agricultural industries commensurate with such crops.

(b) Increasing production of oil producing plants, fiber
and sugar, and improving the existing industrial plants, the
industries of which are still primitive, such as sesame,
pistachios, hemp, jute, sugar beats. Also domesticating and
inereasing certain agricultural products that are rare in the
foreign markets with the object of benefiting from them
industrially and commercially.

2nd: AGRICULTURAL PROBLEMS:

(a) AGRICULTURAL BLIGHTS: Although the De-
partments concerned have to a certain financial extent cam-
paigned against locust, Dubas, Cotton Worm. ‘‘Bunt
Disease’” etc., sometimes with fair and encouraging results,
but the financial efficiency was poor by itself, it did not help
in a manner that would rescue the crops from the blights.
Therefore, the conference recommends to the Ministry of
Finance to regard this important aspect and to provide
adequate funds for the realisation of this object and the
extermination of the blights and protect the crops from their
adversities in the future.

There exists also the invading Soona insect which is
abundant in the Northern Fields, whose experiments are
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The meeting was presided over by H.E., the Acting
Minister of Agriculture, As-Sayed Rushdi Al Chalabi, who
opened it with a word urging the conference to proceed with
the execution of the improvements already resolved in the
previous two conferences of Baghdad and Mosul.

Then folowed the election of the Chairman of the con-
ference, and Haj Mustafa Asad Khan was unanimously
elected with As-Sayed Ezzat Al Faresi as Vice Chairman and
As-Sayed Mahmoud Fahmi Darwish, Representative of the
Ministry of Agriculture, as Reporture General.

Committees were also elected, who resumed their pro-
grames, studied their events and laid down solutions and
suggestions which were debated by the conference, resolved
these and unified them and included them in its final meeting,
convened on the Sth November, 1954, as laid down in the
program of the conference.

The first item the conference paid attention to and
considered it of due priority was the importance attached to
the execution of the previous two conferences’ resolutions,
alluded to by H.H., As-Sayed Rushdi Al Chalabi, in the
begining of his inaugural speech.

Had these resolutions received the necessary attention of
execution, they would have lead to the required solutions for
the conditions of the peasant and agriculture and promote
them to the aimed at improved standard. Then only the
conferences would yield a good mature fruit, otherwise no
benefit could be cropped from them if the object of their
existence 1s not realised by excution.

In its final meeting the conference concluded the follow-
ing unified report, which has become executable by those
concerned, each as far as related to the subject and his spe-
cialization.

THE AGRICULTURAL SITUATION AND WHAT
SHOULD BE DONE TO COOPERATE WITH FARMERS
AND GROWER DURING THE COMING SEASON:—

The conference decided to stress on the quarters concerned
and pursuit them to continue the executions of the suggestions
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IN THE NAME OF THE MOST GRACIOUS GOD:
THIRD ANNUAL CONFERENCE
FINAL REPORT,

of the Iraqi Chambers of Agriculture
convened in Kerbala City on 5th to 8th November, 1954.

In the persuiance of the resolution adopted by the Second
Annual Conference of the Chambers of Agriculture convened
in Mosul on 20th April, 1953, the Annual Conference of the
Iraqi Chambers of Agriculture held its third session at the
hall of the Kerbala Local Administration, on Friday morning
the 5th November, 1954, and was attended by the following
Representatives of the Chambers of Agriculture : —

Lo wArhil. ., ... As-Sayed Ibrahim Yusuf.
2. Baghdad g, Ezzat Al Faresi.

K Khaled Al Chorbachi.

3} Mohammed Khalaf Al Wardi.
3¢ Hilla ;. 4 Abdul Jalil Merjan.

o Anwar Al Jawhar.

U Ibrahim Al Mutairi.

Al-Haj Abbas Al Ma'ruf.
- Raji "Alwash.

4. Diala ... ... As-Saved Abdul Razzak Rashid.
5. Fallujah o Ismail Al ‘Iraim.
H Sha’ban Swaidan.

6. Kerbala Al-Haj; Mustafa Asad Khan.

As-Sayed Mustafa Jawad.

Al-Haj Mohammed Al-Shaikh Ali.

7. Al Muntafik ... As-Saved Abdul Hadi Al Dahash.
8. Al Mosul O Fadhil Al Nuri.

¥ Abdul Aziz Al Najafi.
i Abdul Mohsen Al A’ani.

The Conference was attended by a number of Agricul-
tural experts and others concerned with the subjects of the
conference whose names are stated in the minutes of the first
inaugural meeting held under the Chairmanship of H.E., Dr.
Nadim Al Pachachi, Minister of Economics.
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CHAMBER OF AGRICULTURE,
KERBALA LIWA.

FINAL RESOLUTIONS OF THE III CONFERENCE
OF THE

IRAQI CHAMBERS OF AGRICULTURE

HELD IN KERBALA
INDER THE AUSPICES OF

H.E., MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE,

CONVENED ON

8th TO 11th RABI’ EL. AWAL, 1374

COINCIDING

5th TO 8th NOVEMBER, 1954.
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