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THE GREAT ADVENTURE
BY 5
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Introduction to “ The great adventure”

Before mentioning anything about the play, |
think it may be of interest to you to know some -
thing about the author.

Armold Bennett is regarded by many as one of
the best modern writers . His knowledge of mankind
and his habits show us that he is a glever judge of
character -+ He has written hundreds of books, short
stories and plays , all of which have been liked in
every country in the world where the English
language is spoken.

It was with world - wide regret that he died
quite recently , but we are lucky to have his elever
witty and helpful works with us still

Now for the play.

[lam Carve is a very famous painter; he is very
rich , and also unmarried . Most of his time is spent
travelling to foreign countries with his thieving
valet ( servant) Albert Shawn. In the opening scene
we see poor Shawnis dying . and this puts a
strange idea into his master’s head; it is to have his
servant buried under the name of Ilam Carve.

In scene Il Cyrus Carve , llam’s cousin = comes

to the house and although he has not seen llam, for
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thirty years, he says that the dead person, who is
really Shawn the wvalet, is his cousin . 4 few
minutes later Cyrus Carve tells’ the pretender (Ilam)
that he is dismissed from the position of valet ,
and he must leave the house at once Then. we find
a young and pretty widow who has written to the
real Shawn and®they are thinking of getting married.
Many people in Europe do this ; they get to know
others through the help of an dgent, in the same way
as we in Egypt find a new servant - llam Carve is
very surprised , and decides to continue as though
he were Shawn. He also decides to leave the house
and go to one of the most expensive hotels in
London .

In Act 1l.. scene 1 we find llam Carve living at
the most costly botel in London. The lady’s name is
Mrs.Janet Cannot and she sends for the newspapers
in which she reads of the supposed death and how sad
all the people in Europe are to hear about his death.
A journalist enters by means of a trick and asks
Carve ( whom he thinks is Shawn ) if it is true that
the dead llam Carve was about to marry a  lady of
a noble family just before his death . He offers one

hundred and fifty pounds for the truth , but




Carve refuses to give him any help + There is a
priest in the room, and they talk about burying
the famous man . in Westminster Abbey, where all
great Englishmen are buried

In Act II, scene Il llam Carve is visited by Miss
Honoria Looe who describes the public funeral given
to the famous painter . She said that it seemed so
sad that a great man should die because he did not
know how to look after himself and his health. She
also mentions that it Shawn ( who is really Carve)
should need another job, her uncle will be pleased
to find him a post . Mrs Gannot says that he will not
require one . She also reminds him that he needs
someone to look after him ; by this she wants him
to understand that it would be better for him to
marry , she is evidently thinking of herself as well
as of him. llam is ill with fever and Mrs Cannot
goes to his pockets to find money in order to pay a
small debt and she finds the photograph of a lady-
When she asked who the lady was , Illam ( who is
supposed to be dead ) says that the picture was of a
lover of his late master’s but as their friendship
had ended they came to London ; this makes Mrs
Cannot doubt the truth.

When Act 1l . scene | begins two years have
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passed since tne last scene . Ilam Carve and Janet
Cannot are married ; they have been married for
two years to the day, and he forgets the anniversary.
He reads abouf the gift in his will of a great exhi-
bition hall where pictures may be seen * The first
stone bas been put down by a famous lord. She
reminds him that Ilam Carve oughi to have left his
valet more than eighty pounds a year instead of buil-
ding picture galleries that people do not want . She
has not yet found out that her husband is the famous
painter, who is thought to be dead. He tells her
that he is going to paint pictures to earn some money.
She informs her husband that a picture which he
said was worth one thousand pounds , if painted
by llam Carve , she had taken to a secondhand
shop , it had remained there for a year and aflast
was sold for six shillings. Here there is a new sur-
prise for Mrs Carve; a rich dealer in pictures arrives
and offers five hundred pounds for a picture which
llam Carve painted of her. Carve rzfuses to sell itso
his wife sells it instead . He tells Carve that he
knows who heis . Healso saysthat an American
is putting him in court for selling a picture painted by
Carve, which he says is false. Ebag, the dealer says

Carve must come and state that the picture is real and
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that there was a mistake in the funeral. Carve re-
fuses to do so, so his wife tells him that she hasheard
the conversation and knows who he is, but she does
not mind because he has deceived her. The case
about the false pictures is to be heard by the
judge, and Carve receives an order to attend to prove
that he is alive. He and his wife are going to stay
in France so as to be away from the trouble caused
by newspaper people. Two men dressed as minis-
ters of the church enter with their mother who
says that she knows Shawn and that he was her
husband who ran away from her many years ago.
She had seen an advertisement about the valet and
had obtained his address from the advertiser.

In the Fourth and last Act the scene is in Lord
Leonard Alcar’s study. There are several collectors
of pictures; their names are Texel, Ebag and Lord
Alcar. The first two are not friends because of the
case they have had in the court. Ilam Carve arrives
with his wife and meets his cousin, 'Cyrus Carve;
they begin to quarrel. Lord Leonard Alcar has
invited them together to prevent the case going into
the court; he hopes they will make peace and an

arrangement. Ebag is very pleased, but Texel says.
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he will only accept such an arrangement if Ebag
pays him what he asks. Lord Alearsays that if they
stop the case there willbe happiness in one street in
Putney, by this he means that llam Carve does not want
trouble or tobe brought to court, because if he is
he will be obliged to tell the judge that he allowed
his servaut to be buried instead of him. He asks them
to remember how the people of England would be
angry it they found out that a servant had been
buried instead of a famous painter. Lord Alcar asks
why Carve allowed his servant to be buried undera
false name. He replied that his valet always did
every thing for him. He .also said that his cousin,
Cyrus would not listen to him when he wanted to
explain that he was Ilam Carve. He said that it he
went to the court, he would not help anyone by
his replies. Things are getting difficult. Mr. Texel
said that Cyrus would tell the judge that Ilam was
dead and this man was an impostor. Also Mrs Shawn
would tell the judge that this was her husband who
ran away from her twenty six years ago. Ebag asks
llam Carve if he remembers Lady Alice Rowfant.
This makes Carve angry.Ebag says she must come

to say that he is Ilam Carve unless he takes off his
collar to show two marks which have been there all

his life This cousin will then believe him.

Scene. ll. Lord Alcar saysit will be best if Ilam
and Janet leave England and live in another country,
This they decide to do.
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on the Continent. Carve refuses to sign, and says
that he would be pleased to sign the order for
Horning to be burned to death as a punishment.

(153) (d) ‘“Well, it never rains but it pours.”

Said by Janet to Ilam Carve when Ebag, the
picture dealer, pays a visit to the Carves’ house
and asks if Carve has any pictures to sell.

Meaning : Carve had just paid a small debt
by giving a plcture instead of money. His wife
is pleased but when Ebag arrives and asks for
more, she remarks that when a little luck comes
it is followed by more luck.




necessary, but, in making them brief,
do not leave out any unportant point.

EXAMPLE: from page 103.
{a) ‘“We fled the country. We hooked it.”’

Said by Ilam Carve to doctor Pascoe when
the latter was called in to see the sick man
(Shawn) after their return from the Continent.

Meaning : When in Spain Ilam Carve had
promised to marry Lady Alice Rowfant, but he
changed his mind, then he and his valet left
Q_paln and ran away like criminals who had
committed a crime,

(122) (b) “I haven't stirred since yesterday
noon.”’

Said by Ilam Carve to Mrs. Cannot in the
Grand Babylon Hotel, London in which he had
taken rooms just after the death of Shawn.

Meaning : He has not left his rooms since
twelve o’clock the day before, and he wants tc
know what the news is outside.

(132)¢ (¢) ‘‘Or burning at the stake.”’

Said by Ilam Carve to and about Peter Hor-
ning, a journalist, who pretends to be a doctor.
In this way he was allowed to enter Carve's
room. Horning has come to get nmews for his
newspaper because he heard that Carve was the
secretary. He offers a large sum of money for
Carve’s signature to a story that he (Horning)
will write about his engagement to a titled lady




(32)
(33)

(34)

(39)

(40)

S i

Why did Janet cancel her visit to the
Continent ?

In what way did Lord Leonard Alcar
prove himself a good friend?

How do you know that Texel was weal-
thy?

Why did Lord Leonard Alcar compare
himself with a dentist?

How did Ilam Carve prove that he was
not an impostor?

In the final scene why did Janet weep
instead of laugh?

How does Honoria Looe show that she is
not very seriously interested in Father
Looe’s desire to bury the famous man In
the Cathedral?

How do you know that Carve knew be-
fore Shawn’s death that the latter was a
thief?

What do you understand by a matrimo-
nial agency?

HOW TO ANSWER QUESTIONS
ON CONTEXT.

Four points of great importance.

Briefly describe who said it, and to whom
it was said.

Explain where it was said, and also, if
it will strengthen your answer, why 1t
was said. '

Explain the meaning of the context.

Do not make your answers longer than




(17)

(18)

(19)
(20)

(21)

(24)

(25)

(26)
(27)

AR A

When we wish to dismiss a servant at
once, what do we do?

Express in as few words as possible your
opinion of Janet Cannot’s character,
What is a public funeral?

Describe what you know of Westminster
Abbey.

What is your opinion of the wisdom or
folly of Carve’s will?

What is the difference between Westmins-
ter Abbey and Westminster Cathedral?
How was it that Janet Cannot took con-
trol of Carve almost from the beginning
of their acquaintance?

Show how Carve attempted to explain
that a mistake had been made in the burial
of Shawn.

What do you understamd by an anniver-
sary ?

In what ways was Janet simple?

How did Ebag, the dealer, show by com-
parison that a painter’s work and style
cannot be changed?

How did Ebag’s visit to Carve’s house
cause a quarrel between Carve and Janeto
Why did Carve detest law suits and law
courts?

Give a brief deseription of how the jour-
nalist gained admission in trying to get
information.

Briefly describe the visit paid by Mrs.
Shawn and her two sons.




he 1is

(10)
(1)
(12)

(13)

(15)

(16)

L e

the explanation given by Ilam Carve. He proves
that Ebag has not sold false pictures to Texel,
but to do this he has to tell them the truth that

Carve and not Shawn.

QUESTIONS
ON “THE GREAT ADVYENTURE.”

Show how genius is next to madness.
How is a doctor’s surgery found in an
English street?

Why is doctor Pascoe very polite to the
sick man at the beginning of the play?
What put the idea of impersonation into
Ilam carve’s head?

How did Tlam Carve get to know Janet
Cannot ?

What was doctor Pascoe’s opinion of Ilam
Carve?

Describe a proposal as mentioned in the
play.

Explain an amateur painter.

Why did Lady Alice Rowfant fail to
marry Carve, yet-Janet Cannot succeed?
When is an inquest held?

(ive three examples of a Registrar’s duty.
Describe Cyrus Carve’s first mistake in
the play.

Why did Albert Shawn write his letters
on a typewriter?

(14) What is a valet?

Briefly describe Cyrus Carve’s attitude to
his cousin.
What is an executor?
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when she came to meet him, she accused the
wrong man,

Cyrus Carve a sharp business man and
cousin of Ilam. They had quarrelled many years
before, and when he came to arrange about the
will, Cyrus quarrelled with the man whom he
thought was his cousin’s servant, but who was
really the cousin himself. Cyrus Carve is never
happy unless he is quarrelling with someone. He
has a cruel tongue, which he uses very often,
but at the end of the story, he meets his master
in Ilam Carve.

Father Looe a catholic priest. and a hard
worker for his church.

Honoria Looe is Father Tooe's sister, and
she is a very empty-headed young woman, who
thinks more of small and unimportant things
than she does of serious ones. She shows that
when she asks about the kind of white paint used
by Ilam Carve, when her brother has come to
find out whether the great artist is to be buried
in Westminster Abbey or in a catholic church.

John,;and James Shawn are the valet’s sons.
They are curates in the church of England. In
spite of being educated, they know nothing of
mankind or the world in which he lives.

Ebag is a picture dealer. He sells to Texel,
an American millionaire, and through that a
sertous and expensive law case begins. It might
have ruined two or three people but for the
cleverness and kindheartedness of Lord Leonard
Alecar who arranges a meeting of all the chief
characters in the play. They are satisfied with
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(186) home-sick :— that you wish to come home
again.
»  general election: —the time when mem-
bers are being chosen for parliament.
»  affectionately reproachful :— blaming him
in a loving manner. :

A SHORT DESCRIFTION
OF THE CHIEF CHARACTERS
IN THE ‘GREAT ADVENTURE.”

Ilam Carve, like most brilliant painters, is
very careless over other things. He had no idea
what a comfortable home was until he met Mrs.
Cannot. He did not know where he kept his
money, and he left everything to his valet, who
was a thief. Carve enjoyed a joke, but some
people would not see anything funny in allowing
a servant to be buried under the master’s name.
Tlam Carve did this.

Janet Cannot, during the play showed that
she was clever although not educated. She
thought of to-morrow, and was economical 1n
many ways. Her good character changed Carve's
joke into something serious when they were
married.

Albert Shawn was the valet to Ilam Carve,
and although his name is mentioned many times
in the play, we see very little of him. He was
a rogue, a thief and a coward. This is shown
when he ran away from his wife, and neglected
her for twenty six years; she educated her two
sons without his (her hushand’s) help. And then




S et

(185) I feel like a dentist:— I have hurt his

feelings, but I was obliged to do so.
took charge of:— went away with.
(looked after) '
extremely upset :— was annoyed and an-
gry. (disappointed)

you needn’t pretend:— do not pretend
that Lady Alice Rowfant was not here
while I was absent, because I know dif-
ferent from that.

I knew he’d got her up his sleeve:— I
knew he was hiding her.
her utterance disturbed by sobs:— her

speech was stopped when she wept.
He'd do it for her:— he was willing to
take off his collar to please her.
Honest?— Are you telling me the truth?
The mere mention of her name was suffi-
cient :— When T spoke her name, that
forced him to take off his collar as we
wished him to do.

1f I'm so fatherly :— If I am like a father.
may I venture on a little advice®>— may
I give you help in words?

Don’t be Ilam Carve:— Use another
name ; not that of Ilam Carve.

his theoretical repose:— his imaginary
sleep.

vast. amount :— much.

a penny the worse:— no one will lose

money by doing as T advise you.
unobtrusively :— modestly ; quietly.
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(184) stalwart:— tall and strong. -(said with

sarcasm)

appealingly :— begging him to do as she
asked.

curt :— speaks sharply.

with a ﬂash of resentment:— showing
anger.

the fact is, not in the presence of ladies :-
but not in front of ladies.

in a huff:— displeased.

My deepest apologies:— I beg your par-
don. (Excuse me, please)

That does not concern you :— That is not
your business.

left her in the lurch:— ran away from
her and left her to look after herself.
She has been served with a subpoena :—
she has received an order from the law

© court to attend.

to give evidence:— to say what she
knows,
to identify :— to say that she knows you.

Are you going to put her to this humi-
liation?— Are you going to allow her to
stand in the court and hear her love affair
talked about by lawyers who wish to joke
about it ?

The artist is always beaten :— the artist
has no head for business.

to re-tie :— to fasten again: (As a shoe-
lace or a neck-tie)

Then you’ve done it!— Then you have
shown them your two moles!




URG

all to pieces:— the money I put in the
brewery company does not give me the
profits like it used to give.

you can take it off :— she refers to Ilam’s
collar.

individuals :— people.

resumes her seat :— sits down again.
whatever :— at all.

immensely :— very much.

one extra performance:— to do again.
(one more show)

accomplish :— do. (perform)

disastrous :— bad.

fellow-cifizens :— men and women of my
country.

expressing their conviction :— showing

their belief,

public object :— something that will help
the public. (people)

Holloway :— a prison in London.

shove :— put, push.

a short method :— a quick way.
characteristic :— after their manner. The
way they always do things.

winningly :— in a way that will make
him do as she wishes.

you’'re only laying up trouble for yourself :
you are bringing trouble on your own
head.

the mere thought :— the thought of.
I've got past shyness:— T have lost the
habit of feeling shy.




(181) moles:— swellings like pimples, some-
times covered with hair.

»  very proud of them :— pleased with them.

»  ferociously :— savagely.

»  obstinate :— hard-headed and determined.

»  you are familiar with this double pheno-
menon :— you have seen these two moles
on his neck ; this unusual sight.

»  the situation :— the case.

»  we shall arrive at a definite and final re-
sult :— we shall settle this case for ever.

» avoided all the noise and scandal of a
public trial :— prevented the un pleasant-
ness of discussing our business in court
where the journalists will write all for the
world to read in the papers.

(182) deserve :— ought to have.

»  equivalent to charging you a nominal
commission of ten per cent:— that will
be the same as making you pay me for
selling the pictures; for each hundred
pounds you will pay me ten pounds.

» T won’t touch a penny of their wretched
money — [ will not accept any of their
money.

»  dream of asking you to:— think' of asking
vou to do so.

»  Goodness knows what street we shall be

" _in after this affair :— Nobody knows what
will happen to our money by the time this

case has finished.
and with my brewery shares gone simply
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because of people who have taken their
oath. (Kissed the sacred book):

theory :— words without anything which
can be seen.

a bully of a K.C.— a great lawyer who
1s frightening one of the witnesses, and
causing him to say things he does not
mean.

““copy”’ for PUNCH :— jokes for a humo-
rous paper.

something up my sleeve :— a surprise that
you will see when I wish to show it to
you.

instantly :— at once,

plaintiff :— one who starts a case against
another.

defendant :— one who defends himself in
court against plaintiff.

why not have told us:— why did you not
tell us?

to commit yourself completely beyond
any withdrawing :— to put yourself into
such a difficulty that you could not
escape.

show you up once and for all in full court -
I would show the world what a vagabond
you are before a judge and jury.

his lordship prevailed on me:— Tord
Leonard asked me not to do so.

with his shirt off :— without a shirt on
his body.

left front neck below collar:— the left
side of his neck below his collar.
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(179) Simpletons!— Fools!

but out of the pulpit they don’t what I
should call shine:— when they are not
preaching in the church, their conversa-
tion seems that of very simple young men.
dropped in :— came to the house : (visited
us)

you hadn’t credited his story before?—
you did not believe what he told you be-
fore?

it wanted some crediting :— it was diffi-
cult to believe.

if you continue in that strain I shall have
to take you out on to the doormat and
assault; you :— If you talk in that manner
I shall take you outside and thrash (beat)
you,

isn’t it time that this ceased?— I think
we had better stop.

to make a disclosure :— to tell you some-
thing which you did not know before.
approached as to:— spoken to about.
consulted :— asked advice from.

sole surviving relative :— the only mem-
ber of the family alive.

the natural and proper course to adopt :—
the correct thing to do.

information :— news that helped.

on the strength of that:— it is only be-
cause of that.

absolutely convinced :— quite sure.

on the strength of sworn identification :—
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(178) witness-box :— a place in court where wit-

nesses stand.

to the worst of my ability :— as badly as
I can.

I am not sulking:— I am not in a bad
temper.

grievance :— complaint.

It depends :— if it is convenient (suitable)
for me to do so.

on the contrary :— the opposite.
fascinating :— attractive,

so I gave it up :— so I abandoned (left)
the idea.

conceal :— hide.

orimly :— angrily ; severely ; unpleasant-
ly.

interrupt :— speak before the other has
finished.

this absolutely stupendous gentleman :—
this great gentleman. (He does not mean
in size, but because of the way Carve 1s
amusing him. (Texel)!

A circus is nothing to it :— this is funnier
than a circus.

But aren’t we jumping the track?— Are
we not talking about a different subject
from the one which will come before the
judge?

my esteemed opponent :— the clever man
who is against me.

(179) interview :— meeting.

»n

necclesiastical :— belonging to the church.
is positive on:— is sure about.
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the study of mankind’s thoughts, charac-

ter and ways.

are beside the main point :- are not about
that of which we are speaking.

the main point :— the subject of which we
are speaking.

goodwill — kindness.

unembarrassed :— not worried.

wigs :— influential people.

and once it is settled the need for a trial
ceases ~— once we have agreed about the
pictures, their prices and the artist’s
name, there will be no need for the case
to go to court.

an elaborately uninterested air:— a Very
disinterested manner.

not profoundly :— not very much.

I claim nothing except :— I want only.
placid and agreeable existence :— peace-
ful and happy life.

ideal :— perfect.

a pearl among women:— an unusually
good woman.

my life transformed into a perfect night-

mare :— my happy way of living was
turned into a terrible dream.

a retail tradesman :— a shop-keeper.

a wholesale ink-dealer :— one who sells
ink in large quantities. '

Tt does not concern me:— I am not in-

terested in the conversation.
My role is-and will be passive:— I refuse
to help either side in this law case.
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credible marvels:— can do the most
wonderful things. (This is said with sar-
casm)

England all over!/— Only the English
people do such things.

But do you reckon this policy of hushing
up things ever does any good?— Do you
think it is wise to hide bad mistakes?
corner-stone :— the back-bone,

policy :— way of doing things.

your interest in my picture flatters me
immensely :— I am greatly honoured that
you take such interest in one of my
pictures.

I suppose it would be abusing your hospi-
tality to inquire how much you paid our
excellent dealer for it?— Pardon me, but
how much did you pay for it?

the result of our gathering :— what hap-
pens at this meeting to-day.

inarticulate :— not clearly spoken.

I should like to centralise the attention
of this quite friendly gathering on your-
self :— T should like all present to listen
and pay attention to you and what you
say.

excceedingiy astute:— very sharp. (in
matters of business)
sheer :— absolute ; complete.

to pass himself off as:— to make people

believe wrongly that he was another
person.

details of psychology :— small pointg im
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(176) are capable of accomplishing the most in-

ag

(175) showing the orator skilled in changes of

voice :— showing how a clever speaker
must be also an actor, and must be able
to alter the tome of his voice when he
needs.

with luxurious enjoyment of the idea.—
enjoying the result before the case Was
ended or settled out of court.

fury :-— anger. :

have done them in the eye:— instead of
letting lawyers and journalists make big
profits, we arrange that no case will go
to the court. (It ends the fight as a hard
blow in the eye)

to come out on top :— to Win.

But I'm taking the part of your Abbey:—
I am trying to make people respect the

Abbey.
When I win it wins, and I'm certain to
win — When I have won my case there

will be more respect for the greatness of
the Abbey, And I feel sure that I shall
win my case in the court.

with suave assurance :-— with polite and
certain feeling of success.

conviction :— belief. (noun)

a British jury exercising itseli upon a
question relating to the fine arts:— the
twelve people who decide whether a per-
son is guilty or not when the case in court
is about pictures painted by a famous
man.
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friendly arrangement of the law case
would cause much happiness.

In a certain street in Putney:— in our
house which is in Putney.

The dignity of Westminster Abbey is in-
volved in this case :— The great name of
Westminster Abbey will be laughed at if
people find out that the man who was
buried is not famous, but a servant.

the Abbey:— ‘‘Westminster’’ is usually
omitted when we speak of it.

the modern press is :— newspapers of to-
day are.

bench :— the judges.
it is impossible to contemplate with equa-
nimity :- it is impossible for us to 1mmagine

happily.

prospect :— sight.
solemnities :— greatness.
tender mercy :— laughter : ridicule.

evening papers :— papers published each
evening,

surrounded by millinery :— surrounded
by well dressed ladies in fashionable hats
and clothes.

such an exhibition would be unseemly :—
such a thing would be improper.

It would soil our national existence :—
It would make the country’s name dirty.

meditatively—bland thoughtfully—in
a soft tone of voice.
unobtrusively :— modestly; in a quiet

way.



(174) Texel v Ebag :— (v) versus :— against.

n

in_ their cross-examination :i—
difficult questions
against them.

this great scene.

revelling
enjoying being asked
by the lawyers who are
this grand spectacle :—
(in court)
an average grocer's assistant :— most as-
sistants who help grocers.

settle :— decide ; arrange.

I have been approached :— [ have been
spoken to. (asked)

to abandon the trial :— to leave the case
in order to arrange it outside the court.

afford :— give.

influential quarters :— to people who are
powerful.

Then we are up against :— Then we are

fighting against.

go ahead :— say what you were going t0

say.
Protesting with a very courteous air Of
extreme astonishment :— Disagreeing
with what had been said, but in a very
polite way which showed his great sur-
prise.
so clumsy as to convey such an 1dea:—
why did my badly chosen words make you
think such an impossible thing?

On behalf of nobody whatever :— 1 am

speaking for no one at all. -

to inform you positively that an amicable
cettlement of the case would be viewed
with satisfaction:— to tell you that a
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(173)' judicial proposition :— that which needs

a Judge’s careful decision.

on terms—my terms:-— if you agree to
accept what I say.

personal :— impolite.

Hague Conference:— an international

meeting that decides very important
questions that affect two or more coun-
tries. In this case he is sarcastic.

standing in with somebody :— sharing
with another.
I quite appreciate your delicacy :— T like

the gentle manner in which you have ex-
plained yourself.

the victims of a hobby :- people who suffer
n order to amuse another.

reverse :— opposite.
1 stremuously preparing his inimitable
flashes of humour:— is getting ready

with great difficulty hig wondertfully
clever and witty remarks.

to be convulsed by them ~— to laugh hear-
tily at them.

K.C’s:— King’s Counsel ; the best law-
yers in the land.

striving their best to keep the costs as
low as possible:— doing their best
to make the amount of money to be paid
to them, as small a sum as they can.

the jury :— twelve men chosen from tra-
desmen who decide whether a person is
guilty or not.

intellects :— knowledge, hrains.




(172)

»

Io g et s

consented :— agreed.
indicating :— nodding his head towards.
very agreeable little thing :- very pleasant
woman.

done me a signal favour:— paid me a
great honour. Done me a good turn.
assuredly :— certainly.

any violent expression:— do not fight
anyone whom you do not like that happens
to be present.

waves into chairs :— guides into chairs.
tactfully :— in a diplomatic manner.

this funny trial from coming on :— this
case, which will be so humorous, from
taking place.

I congratulate myself on your presence
here :— I am lucky to have you with us
here.

peacemaker :— one who ends a quarre]
between two or more others.

runs the risk of a broken head :— may
be beaten by the people he is trying to
help.

I've spared no expense to get up a first-
class show :— I have spent a huge sum of
money to make the case in court a big
and good one.

special correspondents : special journa-
lists who write about anything of unusal
importance.

secured your champion humorous judge :-
obtained the services of the most witty
judge in the country.
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(170) the true collecting spirit :— the love of an

expert:

I'm on to it :— I am touching it.

in such good spirits :— so happy.
Delighted to make your acquaintance :—
pleased to meet you.

rivals at Christie’s :— competitors at the
famous dealer’s.

to smash you at any cost:— to prevent
you from buying a special picture, even
if he had to pay more than it was worth.
kindred spirits:— people who have the
same hobby. (pastime)

verdict :— decision from a judge.

done me up for:— robbed me of.

I'll do my level best:— I will try my
hardest.

meantime :— between now and then.
you're one of the right sort, whatever you
are :— when you buy or sell pictures, you
try to rob, but at other times you are a

good man.

flatter :— praise without any reason.
mutual :— shared by you and me.

a slip :— a mistake.

They got across one another :— they met
and qualrelled with each other.

a great reputation for wit:— he is well
known for his humorous sayings.

from without :— outside.

to go round :— so that we can have one
each.

talented :— gifted ; very clever.
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when you're flourishing about in the pul-
pit :— when you are waving your arms
and talking to the people from the special
part where ministers stand in the church.
should not prosecute :— should not attack
you or report you to the police.
Incomparable woman!— you wonderful
woman,

All that rigmarole :— all that stupid talk.
You’re beginning to come round at last :—
At last you are learning and believing
that I am I[lam Carve.

identified :— knew from before.

Pooh!— Nonsense!

royalty :— Kings and princes.
endearingly :— in a loving tone of voice.
turning over the post: —looking at the
envelopes that have come.

I’ ve got nothing to go in:— I have not
any nice dress in which to' go to his house.
Continental fiddlesticks:— Never mind

about the Continent, this is more impor-
tant.
so there— Now I have told you.

Act 1V, Scene 1.

back centre :— in the middle of the back
of the stage.

conspicuous :— can be easily seen.
pretty nigh :— nearly.
should T deprive myself of :— should I

deny myself. (leave)
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author of their being for the first time :—
they do not seem to show much pleasure
on seeing their father for the first time.
deserted :— ran away from. (as a man
who leaves his wife)

if it 1sn’t indiscreet, am I a grandfather?-
If T may ask such a question, have you
any children?

Your tone is simply lamentable, sir:—
The way in which you regard your bad
behaviour is disgraceful.

(166 ) And the struggle I've had to bring up

my children :— It has been very difficult
for me to feed, clothe and educate my
two sons.

whimpering :— weeping quietly.
surplices :— part of the dress of a priest
and minister.

this dreadful scandal :— this awful thing
which will ruin our name.

breaks down entirely :— begins to weep
loudly.

I absolutely insist :— I order you to stop
talking and crying.

loud double knock off :— off the stage
someone is knocking at the door.
scattered about :— thrown on.

bigamy :— marrying another woman
while his first wife is still living.
criminal offence:— a crime that is
punishable by imprisonment.

Better call there:— you had better go
there.
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journalists dress in order to enter an-
other’s house.

Seems a pity to stand on ceremony : Seems
sad to do things in the correct way.

you mustn’t give way :— you must control
your feelings.

Go on. Go on:— say all you have to say.

by careful forethought :— by thinking
carefully before.

to ensure that this painful interview shall
be as brief and as dignified as possible :—
to make certain that this sad meeting
should be as short but as important as it
can be.

to effect an entrance in the ordinary way :
to enter the door.

Hence, we had to use craft i— therefore
we were obliged to be sly.

We are twins:— brothers born on the
same day.

is not considerable :— is not very much.
Not very positive :— not quite sure.

It’s a rare long while :— it is a long time
ago.

that suffices :— that is enough,

the victim of a heartless bigamist you
have our deepest :— the one whom a va-
gabond married while his wife is alive,
we are sorry for you.

mind the bars:— do not burn the bread
on the hot iron bars of the grate.
crockery :— cups and saucers.

They show little emotion in beholding the
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If the editor of the ‘‘Spectator’ calls
round with the bread :— The journalists
had tried to enter Carve’s house and had
failed, therefore they tried to take the
places of tradesmen who brought goods.
one simple little machine gun:— I wish
I had a machine.

the subpoena :— an order to attend court,
If T hooked it:— If I ran away.

creep :— get away.

I’'l go through with the thing :— T shall
not stop until it has ended.

I dare say :— it is possible.

charwomen :— women who are paid to
work for a day in a house.

to drag me to:— to take me to.
rousing the whole street:— waking all
the people up.

For goodness sake don’t draw those cur-
tains -with the gas flaring up!— Leave
the curtains alone because they will see
us in the room as the gas is buring bright-
ly.

on the watch :— on guard to see what we
do.

a curate :— a minister in the Church of
England.

entreat :— beg.

startles :— makes us jump.

a few curates more or less:— whether

there is one or many curates.
the very newest journalism : the new way
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Scene II.

grate:— a hole in the wall where they
put a fire.

speck of gas:— a small light is burning.
hoasting :— saying something that will
make you appear a different man from
what you are.

lamely :— weakly.

now and then:— sometimes.

I didn’t want to perish in my solitude : —
I did not wish to die from the cold while

I was alone.

with solemnity :— seriously.

reiterations :— repetition.

a rascal :— a thief and a lar.

I've got a bee in my bonnet :— I'm mad.
chief charms:— pleasant attractions.
wigwam :— an Indian tent, but here 1t

refers to her home.
confounded chatter about art :- unwanted
talk about pictures.

are we palsp— are we friends again?
reconciliation :— becoming friends again
after a dispute.

attire :— dress.

?'s getting more and more on your nerves :-
it is worrying you.

the trial :— when the case is heard by
the judge and jury.

Lawyers are nothing to them:— jour-
nalists are cleverer than lawyers.

Trying to make light of it :— pretending
that it is only a small thing.
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aghast :— astonished.

I guaranteed :— I gave a written promise,
suspicions :— doubts,

The devill— An exclamation of anger.
bringing an action :— making a case in
the court of law,

misrepresentation :- selling a false picture
as a real one.

You've brought on yourself:— you have
caused yourself this trouble.

a piece :— each.

Dammed Jew!— Curse you, you are as
mean as a Jew.

I am perfectly innocent, and my repu-
tation is at stake :— I have done nothing
wrong, and my good name may» be ruined.
the witness-box :— the place in court
where witnesses stand.

cross-examined :— questioned by lawyers.
nightmare :— a very bad dream.

Well, naturally :— Of course.

Here’s a perfect Hades of a mess:—
Everything has gone completely wrong.
an air of discovery :— in a way that one
speaks when one finds out something.
Your faculty for keeping calm really is
most singular:— You are able to keep
quiet when you want to find out something
that I do not wish you to know.

(Voice off) :— a voice shouts off the stage.
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dyed :— chapged the colour of.

Fancy Dress Ball :- a dance where people
go dressed in different costumes and uni-
forms. :

Tom Thumb :— the smallest man who ever
lived.

his disguise was penetrated immediately :-
people knew who he was in spite of his
strange clothes.

to make your acquaintance:— to know
you.

into their origin :— from where and from
whom they came,

to be too curious:— to ask very many
questions. (He means that sometimes he
buys stolen pictures, but does not ask
where they came from)

But my curiosity got the better of me:—
I was so desirous to know that I broke
the rule, and T asked.

T knew I was on the edge of some mystery :
I felt sure I was about to find out some-
thing that other people did not know.
and whose somewhat premature funeral I
attended :— and whose iuneral went
through the streets before he died, and I
went to it.

T wanted the assurance from your lips :—
T wanted to hear you tell me the truth.
to persevere in your discretion :— to con-
tinue and remain silent.

to state publicly :— to state in court be-
fore the public.
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speaks to the other, and also with great

respect.

demeanour :— manner.

hostility :— anger; fight.

ventured to call:— 1 visited you, not

knowing whether you would receive me
or not.

Not a square inch :— not a small picture.
A brilliant likeness :— it is a wonderful
picture because it is like the person alive.
The attitude is extraordinarily expres-

sive :— the way she looks is life-like.

a masterpiece :— the work of a master.
a rude question :— an impolite question.
cajolingly :— in a manner that will catch
the other.

tongue-tied :— unable to speak.
endearingly :— affectionately.

I'm too dizzy :— My head seems to be
going round with the surprise.

It fairly beats me:— it is more than I
can understand.

Triumphant :— happy at having received
so much money. ‘
it’s a genuine Carve:— it is a picture

painted by Carve

Master!— The great one!

I never could stick being called ‘‘master’” :
I always hated to be called such a name.
(That was his modest manners)

altered my style:— changed the way I
used to paint.

on purpose :— for a special reason.
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(152) He showers gold :— he pours gold out like

water from a bottle,

You could knock me down with a feather :
This is a great surprise.

Qalmon and Gluckstein :— Jewish tobac-
conists in England.

He offered of his own accord :— He said
he was willing without my asking him.
rather hard up:— was in need of some
money.

it’s a margin :— it is a little extra money.
a dickens of a Iot :- a great sum of money.
You bet he would :— You may be sure he
would, :

Well, it’s like a fairy-tale :— it 1s so good
that it seems like a fable. (like a beautiful
dream)

I don’t know whether I'm standing on
my head or my heels :— I am so surprised
that I do not know what is happening.
violent :— loud.

tradesmen :— shop-keepers.

That 'ud make em sit up in Bond Street :
If the experts in Bond Street saw that
picture, they would wonder what had
happened to Ilam Carve, who is supposed
to he dead.

it never rains but it pours:— when one
thing is successful all things are success-
ful ; and if one thing goes wrong, so do all
the other things.

with diplomatic caution and much de-
ference :— with great care in the way he
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a cab:— a carriage,

Putney Bridge :- one of the bridges across
the river Thames.

saloon :— the best part of a bar.
Reindeer Public House :— The name of
a cafe and bar.

It was absolutely characteristic :— It was
just like his work,

mighty :— very.

He wouldn’t take it at any price .— He
refused to give me even a small sum for it.
on commission :— when some things are
sold the seller receives so much for every
pound he receives.

the landlord :— the occupier.

lunatic asylum:— special hospital for
mad people.

preoccupied :— thinking deeply.

to adopt a light tone:— talking in a

happy voice, although he was really
angry.

two neck-ties to the good :— T have gained
two neck-ties. :
expert’s :— a man who knows the value
of every picture painted by a famous man,
whether old or modern.

consequences :— the result.

devilish awkward :— very difficult to
explain, and perhaps worse in other ways.
I'm not broke yet:— T still have some
money left.

intimidated :— afraid.
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coal scuttle :— a small box in which coal
is put. : -
replenishes :— puts coal on.

a plain but perfect table :— plain but good
food.

one shilling and sixpence a pound :—
about eight piastres a pound for the best
meat. ,

at your absolute disposal :— with which
you may do as you wish.

Dest cuts :— the best parts of the meat.
rates and taxes :— money which we must
pay the government.

errand boys :— messengers.
Christmas-hoxes :— gifts to the servants,
policemen and postmen at Christmas.
(25th December) .

taken your Bible oath :— made a solemn
promise before God.

breakfast things:— cups and plates.

I will draw a veil over this sinful past:—
I will close my eyes and forget what 1
have heard in the past.

T.et us assume that beer goes all to pieces:
Let us imagine that there is no more profit
from beer and breweries.

cent :— small coin.

Cohoon’s :— the name of the brewers.

half-caressing and half-chiding :— half
angry.
attic — small room at the top of the
house.

to drop it:— to leave or change it.
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wigwam :— since I came to live in your
small but very comfortable house.

money and fame have no connection what-
ever with happiness :— money and a great,
name do not always bring happiness.
the household expenses:— money needed
to pay for necessities in the house.

the balance :— what is left after all has
been paid.

the brewery :— the factory where beer is
brewed. (made)

shareholders :— people who own part of
a company.

to have any particular sex :— to be neither
male nor female.

shareholders’ provisional committee of
mvestigation :— a number of people
chosen by the other shareholders who
examine the books in order to help the
others. If they see anything wrong, they
Wwrite a report.

20th. inst. :— the twentieth of this month,
unfavourable :— disliked.

dividend :— profit.

thoroughly prepared and armed :— ready
to answer any question.

Keep the money in beer -— put your mo-
ney into a brewery in order to obtain good
profits. :

Beer’ll never fail :— people will always
drink beer, therefore your money will give
you good interest.
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a silly cuckoo :— a fool.

the sideboard :— a small table by the wall
on which the servant puts the food when
we are not ready to eat it.

spuff:— tobacco ground into a fine
powder which people put up their noses.
This habit is dying out now-a-days.
exposes :— shows, as in an exhibition.
cooking sleeves :— half-sleeves used by
wives when cooking.

not to beat about the bush:— to tell you
the truth. Not to hesitate.

flattery :— soft words and kind expres-
sions which are not meant.

In fact it’s devilish good :— To tell the
truth it is excellent.

like a shot:— at once.

It’s wonderful how wonderful people are
when they’re dead :— Most people seem
to become famous after they have died.
(This refers to such as artists and writers)
Princely bequest :— valuable gift.
foundation stone:— the first stone of an
important building. This is usually laid
by a well known man.

Even when they’re free: although people
may enter without paying.

Stands to reason:— It can be easily un-
derstood.
witch :— wicked old woman who brings

bad luck. (Here said in fun).
since I took lodgings in your delightful
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with obvious relief :— showing the happi-
ness she felt.

addresses himself to the milk :— Jooks at
the milk while he is talking to himself.
and stick to slops :— eat food that is very
soft, like bread and milk.

what can you see in meo - why do you
like me?

I dunno!— I do not know.

supposing I have a relapse :— what shall
I do if T become ill again?

Act III  Scene I.

parlour :— small sitting-room.

suburban :— adjective belonging to su-
burbs which are the small towns adjoining
cities and large towns.

elapsed :— passed.

I must set about :— T must begin.
snatches :— takes roughly from his hands.
The pattern of this Jug:— the design
painted on this small vessel.

Yes, my soul?— What do you want my
dear? ‘

a slice:— when meat is cut into thin
pieces, each piece is a slice.

with an affectation of martyrdom :— pre-
tending that he gets very little attention
or kindness.

waterproof boots:— hoots that prevent
the feet from becoming wet.
sixpenny editions :— cheap books that

cost six pence each.
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(140) a situation similar to his last :— a job,

the same kind as he had.
positively and curtly :— speaking sharp-
ly, feeling sure of what she is sayIng.

I've got my reputation to think about :—
I must be careful that people do not get a
wrong idea about the kind of woman 1
amn.

1 don’t want to coddle it, but there’s no
harm in just keeping an eye on it :— I do
not wish to be as frightened as a girl, but
at the same time I am not going to give
people a chance to talk about me.
reflectively :— thinking carefully.
ladyship :— this is said sarcastically of
Honoria.

grand doings:— the magnifience and
pomp.

florists’ girls :— girls who work in flower
shops where wreaths and flowers for fu-
nerals are made.

sovereigns :— gold pounds.

a commercial traveller :— one who travels
in order to sell goods.

and the less you're in the newspapers the
better :— it is better if your name is never
put in the newspapers. Meaning that
famous men never have any spare time to
themselves.

a good deal of what you say applies to
me :— much of what you have said about
him, might also be said about myself. :
I came across:— I found.
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stained glass:— Churches in England
have the windows made of glass of diffe-
rent colours.

nave :— the space down the middle of the
church.

wreath :— flowers made into the shape
of a circle or a cross.

pall :— the cover they put over a coffin.
It is sometimes a flag.

the effect was tremendous:— it had :
great effect on the people.
manifestation of sympathy :— show (or
sign) of kindly feeling.

relent and graciously permit:— give in
and kindly allow.

due solely to the influence of:— caused
entirely by the power of,

refined culture:— great education and

good manners.

resolved tone :— in the voice of one who
has made up one’s mind.

confidential terms:— you hear many of
his secrets that other people do not hear.
alarmed :— frightened.

brusquely :— impolitely .

Sometimes it takes ’em in the head, and
sometimes in the stomach:— Influenza
affects some people by making them forget
what they are doing; that is when they
get 1t badly; others suffer pains in the
stomach.

he’s evidently very well of :— T think he
has much money.
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cloisters entrance :— the end of the Abbey
which is not reserved for the nobles.
cremation :— instead of burying the dead,
they burn the bodies.

you were just about delirious :— you had
a high fever and did not know what you
were saying or doing.

Woking :— an English town where cre-
mations are done.

lying-in-state :— the coffin rests in the
cathedral (Abbey) and the public walk
past as a mark of respect.

you've got rid of that idea:— you have
dismissed that thought from your head.
You aren’t delirious now :— you have now
recovered from the fever, therefore you
must not say silly things.

There’ll be a perfect Hades of a row:—
This is a bad mistake, and it will cause
great trouble for someone.

the Dean:— a very high and important
official in the Church.

perfunctorily :— in a careless manner.
I’m all for quiet funerals, too :— I prefer
to be buried without any -procession and
show.

how impressive it was:— how grand it
was.
so fine :— so grand, great, magnificent.

and it was crammed :— and it was full of
people.

a multitude of distinguished people :— a
large number of famous people.
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as you order me.

I beg pardon:— What did you say?
ingenuous smile :— a frank and honest
smile.

I’d really no idea what nursing was:—
I never knew what the work of a nurse
was before you came.

this barracks :— she compares the hotel
with barracks because it is so large. Bar-
racks are where the soldiers live.

a pack :— a crowd.

gaping :— staring with mouths open.
I evening dress :— the uniform of hotel
waiters.

the menu :— the list where you may see

what food they have prepared.

as bad as drawing money out of the post-
office savings bank:— when anyone
wishes to take money out of the post-office
bank, he has to wait a long time.
without the slightest notion of what com-

fort is:— you have no idea of what a
comfortable hotel or home is like.

a roll :— a smal] loaf of bread.

of all the bare-faced swindles! - They

robbed you and you saw them do it ; they
have no shame at all.

Biscuits, 1s. 6d.:— a few biscuits cost
about eight piastres.
confidentially earnest :— telling him

something as a secret,
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(134) He’s a little unhinged. But how charming

he is:— He is not well. But he is very
interesting and nice.

Prudently resenting Honoria’s interest :—
Janet feels a little jealous because Hono-
ria has spoken some soft words to Carve.
Got ’em—if you ask me! — I think he 1s
mad.

very soothingly and humouringly :- saying
some kind words to keep him quiet and
also to put him in a good temper.
adieux :— wishing good-byes.

it is a mighty queer placel— This is a
strange place. I do not understand how a
servant can pay so much money to live
here.

Act 11 Scene 11

Starting up :- suddenly asking a question.
a dose of flu’:— an attack of influenza.
(grippe)

twiddles his thumbs :— moves his thumbs
as one would who does not know how to
answer the question. :

to argue the point :— began to ask myself
the question.

singularly = very.

Nay :— mno.

your own affairs :— your own business.
sarcastically :— saying one thing, but

meaning the opposite.
dropped off to sleep :— fallen asleep.
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He gives the thing a start :— he helps the
exhibition at its beofmnmo‘

he bars those :— he iorbldb them to be put
in the exhibition.

unusally modest, eh?— he does not think
much of his own clever work.

a real live gallery:— a proper place in
which pictures are exhibited.

Quite beside the point :— What you say
is not on the subject,

The governor :— is the owner of the news-
paper for which Horning works.

He’s been fearfully keen on art lately :—
He has taken great interest in pictures
of late. (recently)

a regular pet :— pet usually is an animal
like a cat or dog, but here the governor
has thought much lately of Ilam Carve.
This is clearly to be able to sell more of
his newspapers.

the whole team :— all the governor’s em-
ployees and everyone who can help him
to bury Carve in Westminster -Abbey.
confidentially :~— between you and me.
shaken :— upset ; annoyed and surprised.
a philanthropist :— one who gives to
charity and builds such places as was Ilam
Carve’s wish.

That’s England all over :— that is the sort
of thing the English people are always
doing.

a hundred and fifty of the best:— one
hundred andfifty pounds.
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(132) exhausted, but disdainful :— tired, but

with -a good opinion of himself.

the fellow’s execution :— to have the man
hanged. (killed with a rope)

Or burning at the stake:— or tied to a
post and burned alive.

indisposed :— ill.

particulars :— points.

But his will settled it :— When we read
his will we knew at once what to do.
His estate will come out at about a couple
of hundred thousand:— He has left
money and property worth two hundred
thousand pounds.

gallery of modern art :— an exhibition of
modern pictures and statues.

very ingenious plan :— a very clever idea.
Chantrey Bequest business :— A special
form of will. A legal term.

piece of sculpture:— a statue.

Trustees :— members of the committee.
works :— pictures and statues.

South Kensington and the Academy:—
Two famous art schools.

R.A.’s :— Royal Acadamicians, (famous
painters)

A.R.A.’s Associates of the Royal Aca-
damy :— A smaller degree.

are absolutely barred :— are strictly for-
bidden.

Cute, that, eh9— Is that not rather
clever?
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the other, but cannot be thought of as a
friend.

volubly :— with great readiness of speech.
Admitted!— Of course. I know that!
“‘Courier” & ‘‘Mercury”’ :— two well-
known newspapers. ;
Worgan :— name of a town.

I never came across such a set of people

in my life:— I have never met such
dishonest people before.
aside to Looe:— speaking quietly to

Father Looe.

Is he in service here >— Does he work here
as a servant? (valet)

Puzzled, but accepting the situation :—
Surprised and uncertain what to do, but
believing what he has been told of the per-
son. (Carve).

authoritatively :— correctly.

under romantic circumstances:— the
causes which would have made a good
love-story.

a lady of high rank:— a lady from a
noble family.

I'm instructed to offer something consi-
derable :— I am ordered to pay you a
large sum of money.

an account of' Ilam Carve’s eccentric life :-
the story of the way Ilam Carve lived.
Eccentric :— strange, like the life of a
person who is a little mad.

Cash down :— T shall pay you now.
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therefore the white paper seemed that 1t
had been painted with Chinese white.

it doesn’t matter a fig:— it does not
matter. (it makes no difference)

You bet it was :— You may, be sure it was.
Amnselm :- Father Looe’s Christian (first)
name.

Do let me suggest :— Allows me to put
the idea into his head.

ask your conscience :— ask yourself whe-
ther it is right or wrong.

enthusiasm for art I can comprehend :—
I can understand that you love painting
and art.

grave national question :— an important
question, the answer of which will be of
great importance to the people if the
country.

considerations of Chinese white :— the
uses of a special kind of white paint.
succour :— help.

They re all pretty much of a muchness :—
They (doctors) are nearly all the same;
one is no better than the others.
perceiving :— noticing : observing.

Ah, Father!— Catholic priests are never
married, but the people always call them
“Father.””

How d’ye dop— How are you?

My special on last Sunday’s sermon :—
the special column in the newspaper which
he had written about the priest’s speech
of the previous Sunday.
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(129) interment :— burial after death.

with an outburst :- speaking very angrily.
The whole thing is preposterous:— The
subject of which we have been talking is
impossible because of the stupid way you
talk about it.

Don’t you think you’re rather young to
be in sole charge of this country? — Are
you not too young (also inexperienced) to
decide what has to happen to the people
of this country? (meaning after they have
died.)

perfectly fair :— just, true, correct.

she entirely realises her: responsibility :—
she knows how important her duties are.
benignantly :— generously, kindly.

I beg your pardon :— excuse me please.
Granted :— Not at all.

water-colours :— pictures which are
painted without oil.

Chinese white :— the clearest white for
small pictures.

did he stick to:— did he always use.
the old English school :— the style of the
old English painter.

like anvthm@ — very much indeed.
Venetian oondoher — the boatman in
Venice.

Luxembourg :— a famous picture gallery.
argument :— discussion.

put in :— painted with.

left out:— not painted on the paper,
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(128) I have the honour to be her spiritual di-

rector i— It is my good luck to give her
advice on religious questions. :

She has vast influence :— she is powerful.
The most influential convert to Catholi-
cism -— the most powerful person who
has changed her religion to become a ca-
tholic.

She is aunt to no less than four dukes : —
This is a way of saying that four of her
nephews are dukes. A duke is a nabil.
carries enormous weight :— decides what
others shall do.

a decree absolute:— an order as given
by a judge.

the ruling classes :— the people who are
masters over others.

If the sorrowing nation at large deems
him worthy of the supreme honour of a
national funeral :— If the people of the
country think that he is famous enough
to be thought of as a great man to whom
a public funeral ought to be given.
Westminster Cathedral :— the greatest
catholic church in London:; not in size,
but in importance.

fane :— church.

as a symbol of our renewed vitality :— as
a sign of our new attempts to become the
strongest religion in England.

T detest casuistry :— I hate discussion.
On your conscience :— on your word of
honour.
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a Catholic, does not wish to have any-
thing' more to do with his father’s religion,
with a vivacity that amounts almost to
bad manners :— he is so much against it
that he forgets himself when it is men-
tioned, and he forgets how much other
people like the Catholic religion.

the tremendous revival :— for years many
people forgot about the Catholic religion,
but lately its priests have worked hard
and people are now following it closely.
the outstanding feature of intellectual life
to-day :— it is one of the greatest and
most important things in the lives of edu-
cated people in England to-day.

in the consolations of the faith:— with
priests by his side at his death; such
priests would pray for him.

Strange omission :— a very serious thing
to forget.

Nothing in particular :— he had no reli-
gion that he liked more than others.
Then T claim him :— Then he belongs to
my religion, and I have the right to bury
him as a Catholic.

There is a question of Tlam Carve heing
buried in Westminster Abbey :— A great.
church in London where all England’s
famous men are Luried.

Thunderstruck :— Very astonished.

has consulted me about the matter :— has
spoken to me and has asked my advice on
the matter. :




(125) A funny notion of comfort :— a strange
idea of comfort. :
»  celebrated preacher:— a famous priest

who is a clever speaker.
(126) and you don’t strike me as shy-—far from
it :—You seem the opposite of being shy
or timid.

»  announced by Page :— the Page-boy tells
Tlam Carve the names of his visitors as
they enter.

» as a loss— Father Looe thinks he has
made a mistake and does not understand
why he is brought to such a beautiful

rooml.
»  perturbed :— unhappy in his mind.
»  Coming to Carve’s rescue :— helping him
when he is unable to explain.
(127) Ten thousand apologies:— I beg your
pardon.
»  with special gallantry :— very polite to.

» I am aman who goes straight to the point,
hating subtleties :— I say what T think;
I do not like speeches with hidden
meanings.

»  In connection with your late employer’s
death a great responsibility is laid upon
me :— Now that your master is dead I
have a very important duty to do.

» a Catholic:— one of the branches of the
Christian religion.

»  Mr. Cyrus Carve, I regret to say, denies

the faith of his childhood :— I am sorry to

say that Mr. Cyrus Carve, who was horn
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1s done, the outside looks like a book-case.
The room is then suitable to sit in with
friends.

a suite :— a number of rooms used by a
family in a hotel.

Isn’t it rather expensive?— Is it not very
dear?

charmingly tart.— angry but speaks
softy, using sarcasm.
Page:— a boy who works in a hotel to

take messages for the guests.

It’s like magic :— It is very wonderful.
Well, T never!— I am greatly surprised!
Now let’s glance at these chaps:— Let

- us read these newspapers.

)]

black borders:— thick black lines that
show us the death of some famous person.
Irreparable loss:— a loss that nothing
can take the place of.

genius :— g master of his work, such as
Tlam Carve.

as a personal blow :— people will feel as
sorry over the death as though one of their
own family had died.

I'd no notion of this:— T did not know

this.

a waltz tune :— music to which we can
dance.

poseur :— one who does things to attract
sattention to himself,

Europe in mourning :— All the people in

Europe wear black clothes.
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important news; these are sometimes
carried by boys.
Piccadilly, Trafalgar Square; the Strand:
three of the well known streets in the west
of London.

a leading article :— the most important
news of the day.

a very eccentric person:— One who had
strange habits and ideas.
resentful -— disliking the remark made

about himself.

The only society he avoided was the society
of gaping fools :— He wished not to meet
only those people who wanted to see him
because he was a famous painter. Such
people who look at a man with their
mouths wide open.

the sole question :— the only question of
importance to be answered.
Velasquez :— a very famous painter
lived many vears ago.

I have never telephoned :— T have never
spoken on the telephone.

gingerly obeys :— does what she is told,
but is not certain what will happen.

Tt won’t explode :— Carve tells her that
the telephone will not explode like a homb.
a queer place:— a strange place.

Her eyes rove round the room :— She
looks round the room.

one of those folding beds that turn into
book-cases and things : some fold up and
are put into holes in the wall ; when this

who




show the end of the scene and also the
first Act.

Act II Scene 1

up stage :— towards the back of the stage.
passage :— corridor.

Examining his features :— looking closely
at his face. (as a doctor does)

You're shivering:— you are trembling.
(usually the sign of illness)
dressing-gown :— a kind of robe like an
overcoat worn only in the house; some-
times made of bright-coloured silk.

I beat him on that point:— He did not
get his own way over that wish of his,
as I took it.

arranges the collar:— makes the collar
smooth.

I'm not surprised, the way they go on :—
I am not surprised they fall ill, because
they are careless in the way they neglect
their health.

If you ask me, it’s influenza you're
sickening for:— T think that you have
caught influenza (grippe) but you have
not got it badly.

sound of distant orchestra :— music from
a distance can be heard.

I haven’t stirred since :— I have not been
out of the house since.

the posters:— the hig sheets of paper on
which newspapers advertise their most
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Well, of course, if you've got money tO
fling about— Please yourself if you wish
to throw your money away and waste it.
An annuity of eighty pounds:— eighty
pounds each year left in the will.
Twenty-one fives:— £ 105

Ten tens :— £ 100.

I always knew I was a bad lot—but where
did I collar all that from?— 1 always
knew I was a vagabond, but I do not
know where I got those two hundred and
five pounds from.

The Grand Babylon :- The most expensive
hotel in London.

we always went to the best hotel. It’s
cheapest in the end :— We always went
to the best hotel because they do not put
extras on the bill; the food is the best,
therefore we are pleased. Everything is
satisfactory, and if you have enough
money to pay for it, it is well spent, so
that it is really cheap.

Will you do me a favour?— Will you do
something I ask you?

You'll spoil these trousers :— You do not
know how to fold these trousers ; they will
need to be ironed. S

She takes hold of one leg, Carve retaining
the other:—- she and Carve hold the
trousers between them, she holds the end
of one leg and he holds the end of the
other.

(Curtain) :— The curtain comes down to
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We look after the people who stay in our
pension,

Cuisine a speciality :— we are famous for
our cooking and the different dishes.
No irritating extras :— If you arrange to
live there for twelve pounds a month, there
will not be extra money to pay for baths,
afternoon-tea and such things.

Queen’s Gate :— the name of a street.
Quite close by :— It is near where we live.
Superb public saloons by Maple :— Beau-
tiful halls in which people may sit, these
are furnished by the well-known company
named Maple.

Waring :— the name if another well
known furniture manufacturer.

Parisian chef:— the chief cook is from
Paris.

Card-rooms :— rooms in which the guests
can play cards.

Vast lounge :— Very wide and long en-
trance hall. (entree)

Special sanitation:— modern bathrooms
ete.

Bridge (small) :— one of the best card
games is called ‘“‘bridge.”’

What about that®>— What do you think
about going to live there?

I don’t think I should fancy it :— I don’t
think I should like it.

I won’t say but what two guineas a week
is a Jot:— T think that two guineas a
week for a pension is dear. :
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(118) I had very little affection for him :— 1 did

not like him much.
But I've had to think so much about my
own case:— 1 have to think what will
happen to me now; I had no time to
think of a déad man.

And then a scene—a regular scene with
Cyrus Carve:— And I had trouble with
Cyrus; it was a serious quarrel.
You're on wires:— you nerves are tired
out and you are ill through the worry of
the last few days.

hysteria :— a disease of the nerves.

but you're no ordinary man:— you are
not like most men.

If it’s mutually agreeable :— if you and 1
think the same thing.

We're never here :— We are very seldom
in England.

I'm an utter stranger:— I am like a
foreigner who has arrived in England, 1
do not know anyone. I have no friends.
And I’m off at once :— And I am going
to leave immediately.

Nice, respectable boarding-house:— a
suitable and proper pension in which to
live. (eat, sleep and use as your home)
““Telegraph’” :— The ‘‘Daily Telegraph.”’
One of the best English newspapers. Janet
Cannot tells him to look in it in order to
see the advertisements for ‘‘pensions.”
Luxuriously furnished. Visitors’ comfort
studied :— Furniture is of the best kind.




a typewriter ; in order to keep a copy and

to remember afterwards what he had

written to the ladies.

puzzled :— unable to understand.
imspires me with more confidence:— 1
believe you more than I do any of the
dozens of others who replied to my ad-
vertisement.

As regards myself:— to tell you some-
thing about myself.

you are doubtless familiar with:— I am
sure you have seen or heard about them.
knocking about :— travelling from place
to place.

Although a bachelor, I think I am not
unfitted for the domestic hearth :— I am
unmarried, but I believe I should make
a good husband.

a rendez-vous :— a meeting place.
I was afraid of prejudicing you in ad-
vance :— I was afraid to send you a pho-

tograph of myself in case you did not
like it, then you would not have written
to me again.

alive and kicking :— strong and healthy.
(Lamely, casually) :— weakly, not caring
much what he says.

And us che lttel‘lﬂ“f away like this:— We
are talking happ1h and the most famous
man in the artistic world is lying dead,

and he was your master for years: We
ought to be sad.
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a jobbing builder :— a builder who builds
houses that are ordered, not as some, Who
build them and then look for customers
afterwards.

Putney and Wandsworth :— two of the
many suburbs of London.

a rent collector and estate agent :— one
who collects the rents for another, and
who finds houses for tenants, and also
finds tenants for the landlords.
appendicitis :— an illness that can be cut
out by operation.

o bristle :— one of the stiff hairs of a
brush.

In consequence :— therefore.

I am the owner of the above house:— I

own the house, the address of which is
written at the top of this letter.

I will say nothing about my appearance :-
1 shall not say whether I am good-looking
or not ; you will see for yourself.
carte-de-visite photograph:— a small
photograph as those you use for examin-
ations.

T the above seems in your line :— If you
are pleased with the descriptions written
in this letter.

Tt seems so—what shall we say >—public:
To write a friendly letter on a typewriter
seems more like business letters; people
generally write friendly letters by hand.
So that’s the explanation of the type-
writer :— That is why Shawn wrote on
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gravestones :— A photograph is the pic-
ture of a person, and the tombstone con-
tains the name of the dead person beneath ;
but neither tellsius much about the person.
some folks are prejudiced against matri-
monial agencies:— some people cannot
see the good points in businesses that in-
troduce men to women ; they see only the
bad points.

Collecting his wits :— thinking carefully.
stand a chance of getting let, in:— it is
possible you may be cheated.
‘“Matrimonial News’’ :— The special
newspaper that finds husbands for women,
and wives for men. People pay for the
introductions.

mechanically feeling in his pockets :—
feeling in his pockets as a habit when
SedI‘CthO‘ for a small, lost thing.

an inner knob:— a handle of the door
inside the room.

If you knew what I've been through this
last day or two :— If you knew how much
trouble I have had during the last few
days.

(Soothingly) Yes, yes:— Feeling sorry
for him, and saying that she understands.
In reply to vour advertisement:— I am
answering your advertisement in the ‘“Ma-
trimonial News.”’

That’s what I call talking:— That is
offering you proof that I am telling you
the truth.
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there is not a better valet, messenger and
man-of-all-work than he.

provided he is in my service :— if he is
still working for me.

to look through your luggage :— to search
your luggage for anything you may have
stolen.

latchkey :— key of the front door.
starts forward :-—— goes towards the other.
subsiding weakly :— suddenly finding he
has nothing to say although at first he
thought he had.

I had a suspicion :— I thought the same
thing.

He is a pompous and stupid ass :— He 1s
a fool who thinks much of himself.

At a loss vaguely :— unable to explain
his thoughts.

No, I'm hanged if I write to him!— You
can hang me, if you wish, but you will
not force me to write to him.

a terrific lark:— what a great joke!
I'm sure I'm not inquisitive :— I do not
wish to know other people’s business.
He shall go his own way. And 'l go
mine :— He may do as he wishes and I
shall do as I wish.

controls his features :— He is amused, but
he does not smile or laugh.

before giving yourself away:— before
saying what your name was and who you
were.

photographs aren’t much better than
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off the engagement when Ilam and Shawn
hurriedly returned to England:

cheque foils :— After a cheque has been
written and torn from the cheque hook,
there is a smaller piece with the same
number left in the book ; that is the foil.
Afterwards we know how much the cheque
was for.

one in the eye for you:— an unpleasant
surprise for you. (as a blow in the eye)
that appalling and final shindy:— the
last great quarrel.

the lease of this house :— houses are owned
for a number of years in England, (usual-
ly 99 years) and then they belong to the
owner of the ground on which they are
built.

executorship :— when wills are written
names of people are mentioned as execu-
tors ; they must see that the wishes of the
dead man are obeyed. Executorship is the
abstract noun.

I'm relieved to find:— I am happy to
see he has done nothing silly.

public institution :— such places given to
the public by rich men who establish
hospitals, schools ete.

As he cons the will:— As he reads the
will.

I am convinced is a thorough rascal :—
I am sure is a complete thief.

an unrivalled valet, courier and factotum :




(109)

LeaQiis

etc. (Note :- Most people give such papers
to a lawyer to look after; some put them
in a steel box and put the box in the bank.)
The business man’s mild scorn of the
artist’s methods :— Business men arrange
their rooms and offices properly, but
artists are careless and throw things on
the floor and never know where to find
important things.

Those are etching things:— etching is
drawing done on steel or copper ; instead
of a pencil the artist uses a needle; the
above means tools and materials.
couldn’t stand :— disliked very much.
If you can’t keep a civil tongue in your
head, I'll pitch you down the front-door
steps and your things after you :— If you
are impolite to me again, I shall throw
you and your luggage down the steps in
front of the house.

Quite a lot, in fact :— To tell the truth,
there is much money there.

Here, steady!— You leave that alone!
you can furnish me: you can show (or
give) me.

it forms part of the estate :— this is part
of the property left by the dead man.

a packet of letters:— many letters tied
together with string.

Lady Rowfant:— A titled lady whom
Tlam Carve had promised to marry when
they were on the Continent. They broke
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who must be told of all births, marriages
and deaths ; he gives a certificate for each
one.

a gesture of despair:— a movement of
the shoulders and hands showing that he
can do nothing further.

the deceased’s valet:— the dead man’s
servant who looks after his clothes and
pays personal attention to him.

Pigstye :— a special part of a farm in
which pigs are kept.

jumping at his suggestion :— pleased that
an excuse has been mentioned which may
help him to explain why he did not send
for Cyrus Carve.

since you’re SO ¢urious :— as you are an-
xious to know.
a half-penny rag:— a cheap newspaper

that cost two milliemes ; not one that has
good writers and famous journalists.

a big item of news :— news of great inte-
rest and importance.

Now for it— Now my cousin and T will
have a quarrel!

taken aback :— Very surprised indeed.

a month’s wages in lieu of notice :— In-
stead of telling the valet that after one
month more he would not be needed, he
was given the month’s money and dis-
missed at once.

I can’t do sums in my head :— I cannot
add or divide without paper and pencil.
private papers:— special papers as wills
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is only held when anyone dies suddenly
without having recently seen a idoctor.)
Coroner \— the president of the inquest.
He is like a judge.

It’s a singular thing that when people
stay up all night they take it for granted
their watches are just as excited as they
are :— When something important pre-
vents us from going to sleep or feeling
tired, we forget to wind up our watches,
bhecatuse we think they can continue with-
out attention in the same way as we call
go without food.

You'll be collapsing soon :— You will also
become ill if you do not eat and sleep.
quctioneer :— one who starts selling at a
low price and by forcing the people he
gets more.

Christian name :— the first name; not
the name of his family.

Well, upon my soull— A polite excla-
mation of anger.

London directory :— a book in which the
names and addresses of all the important
people may be found.

something of a stir :— will be great and
very important news.

You've let yourself in for a fine row:—
you have brought trouble on your own
head through your carelessness.

You're done up :— You are tired out and
need a rest.

The Registrar :— The government official
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i the presence of a toff :— standing hefore
a famous man.

It amounts almost to a tragedy in the
brilliant career of my esteemed:— His
shyness makes his life very sad at times,
although he is so very clever.

travel incognito:— travel under a dif-
ferent name from our own.

He has his moments of great daring—
you may-say rashness :— There are times
when he has much courage ; times when he
does reckless and foolish things that a wise
man would not do.

And then he proposed to her :— He asked
her to marry him,

Amateur painters:— people who paint
pictures for pleasure; not for sale.

We fled the country. We hooked it :— We
left the country quickly. We ran away
from her without saying good-bye.

A man who'd strictly avoid women :— A
man who would keep away from women.
He manages to keep his goings-on jolly
quiet :— The deceitful life he leads he has
not let me know anything about or see.
But you’re so persuasive :— You make me
talk when I do not wish to do so.

He’ll never pull through :— He will die.
The next morning but one:— Two days
later in the morning.

An inquest :— An inquiry by the govern-
ment into the death of a person. (This
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You think T am not interested very much
in pictures.

Christie’s :— a very old company in Lon-
don where the most costly pictures are
bought and sold.

controls all the ink:— is the director of
all the companies in America where ink
is made.

Harry Lauder:— Sir Harry Lauder a
famous Scotch singer.

Harry Vardon:— a famous golf player.
Bernard Shaw :— a famous writer.
never on the spot:— never in the place

when people are talking about you.
That’s a swagger case :— that 1s a beauti-
ful cigarette case you have.
Yes-—shyness :— he does not like to meet
and talk to people.

Now I'm going to see the great Ilam Carve
actually in the flesh :— I am now going to
meet Tlam Carve himself; not to see his
photograph only as I have seen before.
He's only shy when he has to play the
celebrity :— He is only nervous and afraid
when he has to act before people who
know that he is the famous painter; he
hates people to think that he is a great
man.

So long as people take him for no one in
particular he’s quite alright :— If people
treat him the same as they treat an ordi-
nary man, he is not shy.
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always speak of Europe as the Continent.)'

(97) Still, every body has their own notions of
comfort :— What may seem comfortable
to one man is not comfortable to another.

»  And now and then one dies :— sometimes
one of the sick people dies.

(98) I suppose Mr. Shawn has a rare fine si-
tuation here?— I think Mr. Shawn has a
good post here. (job)

5. Bt you think I carry oddness rather far?-
Iam Carve says that although the doctor
1s used to meeting strange penple yet he
has never seen or heard a stranger one
than himself.

(99) like master like man :— the servant copies
the habits of his master in the same way
as a boy imitates his father’'s habits.

» in a more confidential tone as Carve's
personal attractiveness gains on him:—
When the doctor finds that Carve is an
intelligent man he talks to him in a more
friendly manner.

n  the public can always count on getting
from him a life-size picture :— the people
who love pictures know that the painter
will always paint them one of the kind
they love. .

»  he invariably flouted the public:— he
usually thought the public were silly, and
he huo"hed at and mocked them.

»  he must make pots :— he has earned large
sums of money by painting.

(99) You say I don’t go in for art much:—
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__ Because he saw me with-
he thinks I am the

shirt sleeves -
out my jacket on

servant. :
By Jove!— an exclamation or surprise.

T suppose that isn't medical enough :— 1
think doctors do not wish to use cups,
but the small glass which is their usual
custorn. .

Steady with that cup, now!— Put the
water into the syringe gently and slowly.
Found the antiphlogistine?— Have you
got the materials that will take away the
swelling from the patient’s chest?

double doors :— doors that consist of two
equal pieces.

is inarticulate though very favourably
interested :— does not speak clearly yet
is pleased to see their visitor. (Janet Can-
not)

famous folk :— well-known people.
Oh__for someone particular to walk n
without any fuss:— so that someone you
were expecting could enter without the
servant opening the door for him.

T've begun and 1'll go throngh with it :—
As T came here to meet Mr Shawn, I shall
try my best to see him before I go-

area steps:— steps that lead below the
curface of the street to that part of the
house where the servants live, eat and
work when they are in the kitchen.
What a mercy!— Thank God for that!
the Continent :— Europe. (English people
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SIMPLIFIED MEANINGS OF WORDS,

PHRASES AND SENTENCES.

THE GREAT ADVENTURE: An importans

event. (This was shown when Shawn was
buried in Carve’s name: also when Carve
was married in Shawn’s name).

The figures in brackets show .the page
numbers of the above.

(91)

a red lamp:— outside 5 doctor’s house

. in England there is a red lamp to show

(92)

(93)

»

that he has his surgery there.

and ran off :— I then ran from his sur-
gery. (clinic)
we re discovered :— they have found out

who I am, and that you and I have re-
turned to London.

don’t you think you could work your
passage out to the bed? With my help?—
Could you get into the bed in the other
room if I helped you to walk?

Keep on in that tone and I'll give you the
sack on the spot :— If you speak in that
manner, I shall dismiss you from your
work now.

Keep your master well covéred up..—Put
the bed-clothes over yorr master and see
that he keeps himself gvarm. -
This is what comes of the“rushifig off in
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