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Forward

Students of Islamic Culture and Islamic Civilisation have
regretted the lack of a scientific work written in Arabic on the
history of the Koran. The necessity of such a work has been
deeply felt by us in the course of our translating the Encyclopaedia
of Islam into Arabic.

Orientalists have certainly treated this subject a long time
ago. Eminent names such as Noldeke, Bergstrisser and Pritzel
may be mentioned in this field. But although Orientalists are
better known for their scientific methods, the way they treat sub-
jects and criticise sources, yet their views are sometimes not very
far from being impartial.

It is thus rather interesting to hear the word of a moslem
and Shi‘ite Scholar such as Sheikh Abu-Abdullah al Zandjani.

The author of this work has no need to be introduced.
Being an eminent scholar and one of the greatest Persian Mudjta-
hidin at the present time, his work is no doubt a contribution to

modern science.

Many of the subjects he treated are of great interest. The life
of the Prophet, the Conditions which prevailed Arabia at his
time, how his mission was expected and how it deeply changed
the history of Arabia, are questions skilfully dealt with.




— 5 —

Many of the problems which you may find scattered in vari-
ous works are displayed in this short work. Views of Arabic as
well as European Scholars are indicated and criticised. The hist-
ory of the Koran, the order of its chapters (Suras), how it was
taught by the prophet to his companions, how it was first writt-
en, the most famous reciters of the Koran and its European trans-

lations are among the problems which the author displays in
great skill.

Sheikh Abu-Abdullah al Zandjaniis to be congratulated for his
work which, we believe, will be of great use to those who wish
to study the history of the Koran.

july, 1st, 1935
Committee for the translation of the Encyclopaedia of Islam

Ibrahim Z. Khorshid Abbas Mahmoud
e JJ ;'.3’1.' J/‘; ke
Ahmad al Chintinawi Abdel Hamid Younes
LN 2 oy ,._jl,::.
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The History of The Koran

A treatise on the biography of the Prophet and on the History

of the Holy Koran, its writing, the order of its chapters, how

they were collected and the translation of the Koran into
European Languages.

——————

By
Abu Abdullah Al Zandjani
Member of the Arabic Academy

e

with an Introduction
By
Professor Ahmad Amin

of the Egyptian University

and a Forward
By

The Committee for translating

Incyclopaedia of Islam into Arabic
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