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FOREWORD

The recommendations of Taha Husayn both in his
* Hadith al-Arba@> " and in private conversation have urged
upon the author the need for a serious study of the life and
times of ‘Umar ibn abi Rabi‘ah. To ‘Umar belongs the palm,
not only among Hijaz poets, as Reynold Nicholson aptly
puts it, but also among all love poets of the Umayyad period.,
The work of Paul Schwarz on the text of ‘Umar has made the
task easier. From the point of view of textual criticism hardly
any other Arab poet of the early days has received as much
scientific attention as is given in the « Der Diwan des ‘Umar

Ibn Abi Rebi‘a » of Sehwarz.

The present study on the age of ‘Umar is the first of three
volumes dealing with his age, life, and works, respectively. It is
hoped that the other two volumes will appear in the course
of the next two years. For fuller particulars regarding methods
of work and difficulties encountered, as well as personal obli-
gations, see the Arabic introduction.

JIBRA’IL S. JABBUR

American University of Beirut

May 8, 1935
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