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The soil is true to the covenant that exists between it and
you; it returns your labour abundantly and the seed that dies
under the surface lives to give its crop manifold. Its fruit is both
a luxury and a necessary food.

I entreat you to sustain it and thus preserve a worthy her-
itage. I am confident that the more you give to this beautiful
valley the more it becomes a paradise on earth.

23 April, 1950




. I happily comply with the invitation of the Society of the
}<1'xend§ of Trees to attend its annual celebration of Arbor Day
which is closely associated with our national history. It gives
me pleasure to plant in this Lebanese ground one of the thous-

ands of saplings which the nation offers today to this blessed
soil.

Let us sustain this valuable heritage and nourish it with love
and sincerity because it contains in its particles sacred vestiges
of our good forefathers, and because the Cedar has, in its name,
eqmbhshed ils power in remole periods of history. It had set its
throne in the Temple of Solomon and provided oars for galleys
that ruled the waves of the Mediterranean.

7 December, 1947

- On these Lebanese shores there developed a people who
Imed the tree deeply and who knew how to reap profit from it.
While their sails dominated the sea their mountains flourished
with groves that remain as firm and florid as ever. What has
been obliterated by the hand of time in the palaces of kings and
in the temples of the prophets remains immortal in the moun-
tains of the cedars. The rudder which steered the course of
civilization at a certain period of hislory is that which we com-
memorate today by sharing all of us, old and young, in planting
seeds and saplings on every slope or summit of our home Le-
banon.
4 December, 1948

... You are truly entitled, inhabitants of this green valley
and this silver coast, to observe a Feast of Spring* and to revive
a pageant of agricullure, industry and history.

Here spring is resplendant in its most magnificent garb in
these days.

Likewise agriculture enjoys a fertile land with plenty of
water, pure air and fruitful labour. You irrigate it with your
sweal as well as the flow of your rivers.

" At the Feast of Oranges in Antelias




transfered the courses of water and brought the soil to fruitful-
ness and bloom. His house of concordant lines nestles modestly
in the lap of the valley, or it may hang on the edge of a precip-
ice with ease

I hope, you teachers, will instruct your students in the his-
tory of this land so that they may love it and appreciate its lavish
blessings. Teach them to understand its language, to love its face
and to live and die for it when the need calls; itis worthy of

that.

I can quite understand the extent of their feeling for its charms
because I myself find it hard to resist such lovely scenery. Great
men who came to Aintoura for a few days’ visit had to spend
part of their lives in it, listening to its music with their souls,
its magic flowing from the tips of their pens.

It is a worthy lesson that we derive from our visit o these
many premises of culture which, along with the learning they
spread out in this blessed part of Lebanon, teach devotion to

God, self respect and love of kin.
28 May, 1950

LEBANESE ARBOR DAY

... This little country Lebanon, up to a recent date consi-
dered immature, has attained an exemplary place in the field of
international activity and progress. At a fruit exhibition in Cler-
mont-Ferrand, the French town which had played an important
role in one of the last stages of the world war, M. Fontenelle, a
prominent French agriculturist, praised Lebanon’s agricultural,
efforts and called upon French farmers to follow the example of
their Lebanese contemporaries in planting trees in accordance
with the latest scientific methods. This is a valuable testimony
which bespeaks your maturity and competence to be independent.
It shows how far you have progressed in that field.

After being forced to emulate others, you are now made an
example ; you have gained a true testimony thal confirms your
title to independence and sovereignty.

1 December, 1946




LEBANON IS AN ACT OF FAITH IN GOD

... In its ascent towards brighter light, purer air and clearer
sky, the University of St. Joseph leaves the pendemonium of the
city to draw nearer to the vicinity of Our Lady of Jamhour®.

I know that your move today, like your structure of the
morrow, rests on faith in God and in Lebanon : in God, because
unless the lord of the house builds his own edifice, in vain will
the builders labour; in Lebanon, because its past is the surest
guarantor of its existence and destiny. Lebanon is an act of
faith in God and in His boundless mercies ; it is particularly an
act of love that is renewed daily among the people by all sects.

To you who keep alive the noble traditions of education, let
me outline what Lebanon expects of you : She leaves her sons,
her precious human fortune, in your hands. It is up to you to
tend their bodies, minds and souls and to teach them the in-
herent virtues which were the cause of their motherland's great-
ness and whose rays shine beyond its territorial limits. They
were born at a crossroads that has, ever since the dawn of history,
served as a wide means of intellectual exhange between East and
West, a link between two cultures and two civilizations.

30 April, 1950

LEBANON'S NATURE WAS DESIGNED BY GOD

... Aside from the books of human and divine wisdom, the
Aintoura Institute® opens the eyes of its students on a testament
of great natural beauly ; it is the beauty of God’s handiwork in
aframe that blends harmoniously with the well-composed, deftly-
coloured and charming design.

In this masterpiece of God's work the Lebanese villager
shared with his blood and sweat ; he ground the rock to dust,

" At the laying of the corner stone of St Joseph’s University in Jamhour, a sub-
urb of Beirut.

™ At the unveiling of a statue of the Institute’s former president, Pére Sarloutte.
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This is our message which, at the same time, is your message
and to which we shall give effect today, as our forefathers did
before us.

2 September, 1947

At a CELEBRATION of the PROPHET'S BIRTHDAY

Your Grace®,

... In the lives and memories of good men, such as we cel-
ebrate today, there lie sources of strength and encouragement
that overcome griefs and calamities. This applies to Lebanon
and the whole Arab world in relation to the evil that has befal-
len their Arab sister Palestine.

The life of the Prophet is not only an example of heroism
and struggle but that of patience and fortitude in the face of
trials, until there looms, by the grace of God, a new dawn of
victory, when the wrong is adjusted and right is reinstalled.

I am full of confidence, and this is no doubt shared by us
all, that we shall yet reach our goal and attain our objeclives.
I feel an inner peace in exchanging with you these hopes and
aspirations, in recalling happy memories of the achievement of
the Lebanese people in building by faith their future and acquir-
ing their independence, an achievement to which Your Grace
and your devoted congregation have contributed so generously
through faith in a convention their martyrs wrote with their
precious blood under the flag of fraternity, unity and under-
standing. This unites their hearts and makes national holidays
of their fetes, occasions on which they exchange the noblest
sentiments of fellowship, occasions that embody their loyalty to
a regime which I was happy to inaugurate by my office of pres-
idency.

God Almighty has lavished His mercy upon us and compen-
sated our common efforts, president, government, people and
all. Persons disappear, authorities come to an end and presiden-
cies pass over ; time flies in its hasty cavalcade ; builders perish
but their handiwork remains, the realm endures and Lebanon

lives for ever.
1 January, 1950

*H. G. Sheikh Mohammed Toufic Khaled, Mufti of the Lebanese Republic.

e RS




The people of Lebanon, moreover, knew how to record the
spoken letter; they have the books that teach mankind the prin-
ciples of peace on earth and happiness in eternity. These people
are known for their courtesy, hospitality, love and respect of
human freedom ; they are known for their thirst after the truth
by seeking the water of life which was promised them at the
well of the Samaritan.

May we in our passage through this life succeed in handing
over the torch and keep alight the flame that draws man nearer
to his Creator.

10 Janunary, 1947

To the ARAB CULTURAL SEMINAR

... You are assembled here today to discuss intellectual and
cultural matters. This well behoves you, indeed, sons of coun-
tries that were the first to release thought from its fetters and
to harnass the faculties of man in a power that influenced the
whole world and ignited the spark of development and cons-
truction rather than ruin and catastrophe. It sent out the light
that illuminated the path of man throughout the ages.

It was from these shores, from these very mountains, plains
and summits of Lebanon; it was likewise from the regions that
lie between Mesopotamia and Egypt, from Jerusalem, Mecca,
Beirut, Damascus, Baghdad and Cairo that the human idea
evolved in man.

Every principle on which the rules of reason are established
and every idea which set mankind along the road of civilization
finds its origin in your lands.

You are descendants of peoples who had carried the mes-
sage of love and peace ; and what are love and peace but the out-
come of spiritual inspiration ? Is culture but one of its noble
features ?

Your aim in this conference is the establishment of true
culture, such as would retrace the progress of man to the sour-
ces of his inspiration and stabilize peace on firm bases of spirit-
ual perspicity that regards matter only in as much love and
peace as it imparts to humanity.

=g s




I am happy in a special way to note here that Lebanon was
the first to make known the works of this great thinker, for in
the year 1884, 17 years before its appearance in Egypt, the first
edition of his anthology « Seqt ez-Zend » was published with
another work, « Dhau es-Seqt », by Mu’allem ( professor ) Shakir
Shoukair. ;

In Beirut, too, appeared the first edition of the « Ma‘arri
Messages » which was annotated by Mu’allem Shaheen Atiyyeh
and published by Sheikh Ahmed Abbas in the year 1894, four
years before the publication of D. Margolieuth’s edition.

It was also a Lebanese in Egypt, Sheihk Ibrahim el-Yazigi,
who edited the first part of « Rissalat El-Ghofran ». He did not
live to complete the whole work.

Again, it was Lebanon that introduced the poetry of Abul Ala’
to the West in modern times, thanks to the translation of the
« Luzumiyyat» by Amin Rihani, which was published in New York
1903, one year before the French orientalist Salomon tried to
render some of the poet’s works into French and four years be-
fore translating the « Luzumiyyat » into Turkish.

In taking the initiative to commemorate this millennium
Lebanon continues the chain of relentless endeavour to revive

an Arabic cultural heritage.
22 March, 1944

To a WORLD-KNOWN MAN of LETTERS*

... Humanity never once lost balance of values without
having to pay a heavy toll in tears and blood.

Today you are visiting a land of an ancient civilization that
reconciles the cultures of the west, wherefrom these shores have
inherited a permanent legacy, to the cultures of the East which
brim with beauty and precious heirlooms. This land joins hands
with both, linking them together and giving prominence to the
best in each. Thus, our symbolic lighthouse emits its rotating
rays to both the East and the west.

* The famous French man of letters, M. Georges Duhamel who, visited Lebanon
in 1947,
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heads with glory and reaped a harvest of unified powers and
objectives. Its dawn is symbolic of your national struggle ; an
emblem inscribed with blood. This memorable day is not so
much for the president and his comrades in exile as it is for
Lebanon who prompted you to defend its freedom and constit-

ution.
22 November, 1949

THE MAN-PRESIDENT

... I praise the traditional qualities and natural gifts which
the Lebanese have inherited from their forefathers and which
signify and adorn them for ever. In all my thoughts and actions
I consider myself no more than a mirror that reflects the aspir-
ations of my Lebanese brothers and sons. It is my ardent desire
to reflect a beautiful image and an unblemished character. If I
pride in one thing it is in my love to them collectively and in-
dividually, and my respect for their beliefs and customs, for I
have known two epocs and have drawn from the past a lesson
for the present and guidance for the future.

Should they wish to know the source from which I have
drawn authority, I would not deny them the council which avai-
led me and which I commend to them at the end of these holi-
days”™:

| feared God in the days of bliss; I took refuge in Him in
the dark nights of anxiety, and I have endeavoured to be a man

before being a president.
14 May, 1950

MILLENNIUM
of the Arab Poet and Philosopher
AL-MA'ARRI

... It gives me pleasure on this occasion to recall that Leb-
anon is the first to commemorate the millenium of the Arab
poet and philosoper Abul Ala El-Ma‘arri. Lebanon has always
been foremost in serving the Arabic language and literature, in
the East as well as the West.

* Easter Holiday




Lebanese,

We bow our heads at this memorable anniversary before
our noble martyrs who gave their lives for country and freedom.
Let us draw strength from the glory of this memory and from
the greatness of the principles they defended so that we may
attain the noble ends of independence. These ends are worthy
of our history and ambitions.

The strength of our beautiful little country is in your unity,
in the love of freedom inherent in you, in the lights of intellig-
ence which emanate from your minds and in your past, pride
and aspirations. Onward, Lebanese at home and abroad, and
God Almighty will keep your country through you.

22 November, 1946

Lebanese,

On this immortal anniversary of national prestige and glor-
ious victory I address to you at home and oveseas my most
sincere greetings and best wishes in your service of the high-
est ideals which conform with the message of your country. I
call upon you all to draw inspiration from this memory which

fills our hearts with faith in the future and in the greatness of

independent Lebanon.
22 November, 1947

Lebanese,

... The page you have inscribed remains before us for ever.
All in one, at home and abroad, you rose to answer Lebanon’s
call for sacrifice. You were able, after much effort and toil, much
unity and coordination, to open hitherto sealed doors, to force
your right, to liberate your home and constitution and to hoist
the emblem of your national prestige along the side of your

immortal Cedars.
22 November, 1948

Lebanese,

... It well behoves you in remembering the twenty second
of November to recall a day to which you have given so much
of your hearts and lives; a day in which you crowned your
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that of the government on that of the House ; that of the House
on the happiness of the people.

You are the authors of every reform or independence ; the
House abides by your will ; the government by the will of the
House and the President by the will of the government, the
House and the nation.

Stand together and I shall be with you, ready for every
sacrifice. For this I greet you and thank you, loyal soldiers of
the homeland.

Hirmel, 10 November, 1945

22 NOVEMBER
NATIONAL ANNIVERSARY

Were it possible for one to detach himself from certain
events in which one had abandoned part of his soul and some
of his years I would feel on this memorable day, despite my
hdppmess and pride, that this memory is not the claim of a
president or his compatriots in strife, but rather the claim of
Lebanon, of freedom and right, of the United Nations and the
Arab Nations; it is the claim of human Justice for which these
nations had fought and paid a heavy price.

Now I commemorate this anniversary like every one of you,
voung or old, at home or abroad, and salute the day of liber-
ation, the day of breaking the chains which had fettered the
homeland internally and externally, the day the long struggle
of the Lebanese for independence was crowned with success,
when fate repaid them for the precious blood of their martyrs.
I salute a day of national unity, when Lebanon, once notorious
for its sectarian differences, stood in one bloc, strengthened by
calamity and cemented by common aspirations.

22 November, 1945
3

"On November 22, 1943, H. E. President Khoury and his compatriots in the
struggle for independence returned from exile in the Citadel of Rachaya, after the
modification of the Constitution. The day became a national anniy ersary.
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in other fields of Lebanon for independence, freedom and so-
vereignty. It is a debt that we can pay only if we fulfil their
message of national prestige.

These martyrs have written a glorious page in the history
of Lebanon’s independence, not by ink but by their blood that

saturates a fertile and fruitful soil.
Saida, 25 October, 1945

... Our message to you is to stand with the rest of the Leb-
anese people in one solid front for the support of your inde-
pendence, to protect it with the jealousy of a miser for his dime.
What we have attained by much effort and through the help of
some of your best men is not all that is required. You and your
compatriots are expected to look after this trust and to safeguard

it with all your power.
Taibeh, 26 October, 1950

AT A TOUR OF THE BEKA'A

... Your vine is a sacred trust; its protection is likewise a
sacred duty. In fact the protection of all national products from
any pressure or competition is one of the prerogatives of econ-
omic, and consequently national independence. In the past
legislation used to be a forbidden right for the national author-
ities. Now that these authorities are the source of legislation,
it is one of their duties to protect every product of the Lebanese
soil, Lebanese industry, Lebanese intellect and Lebanese hand.

Zahlé, 10 November, 1945
L]

... But today, if I were consulted by the kings and rulers of
the earth, 1 would advise each to leave his palace, political life,
government and parliament and mix with his people. This is
the secret of the happiness you see on my face in these tours
which I am enjoying among you. I was troubled and rather un-
settled until I discovered the road that leads to my happiness
and in particular to your happiness.

A president’s happiness depends on that of the government;
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Your Beatitude,*

You may remember that two years ago today, upon my
election to be President of the Republic, I asked you, your
neighbour at this table then was Prime Minister Riad bey Es-
Solh, to raise your hand and bless the new regime with all those
responsible for it. You did willingly and with much satisfac-
tion. Now I find no better opening to my words than offering
thanks to God in whose Omnipotence I humbly believe. As I

said in Tripoli yesterday, I have faith in His Divine care for all
men.
Diman, 6 October, 1945
°

... You live in the shadow of the immortal Cedars and abide
by the noble teachings of Gibran. You have carried out big
economical projects, and any nation who wishes to remain in-
dependent must first seek economic independence.

Bsharri, 7 October 1945
°

... 1 had no doubt that as an evaluation of our autonomous
policy this tour would serve as a plebiscite in the region that
lies between the coast and the line of snow. The result, as you
see, is favourable. I wished in this tour to prove to the world
that the Lebanese people, especially in this district of which
some tried to paint a distorted picture and in which they attemp-
ter to pour their venom, is a stronghold of independence. Now,
after what we have seen we can sincerely say: « My eyes have
beheld the light; let your servant go in peace,» for the hand of
God has done His will in this autonomous regime.

Thden, 7 October, 1945
[ ]

AT A TOUR OF SOUTH LEBANON

... Much have I longed to visit your beautiful district to pay
homage to the memory of your martyrs who fell in this field on
the 13 th of November, 1943.

We are in debt to them and to those who gave their lives

* Addressed to H. B. The Maronite Patriarch Antoun Arida,
T e




Dear Lebanese at home and abroad,

Let us in these memorable days lift our hearts and thoughts
towards that fraternity which binds us together ; towards the
duties which are encumbent upon us. May we fulfil the noble
mission which has been assigned to our homeland ever since
the dawn of history. May we follow the basic principle of tole-
rance in reciprocation with our brethren, friends and neigh-
bours. Let us have one aim ; one ambition and one task : to ser-
ve Lebanon with all our power so that it may ever live within
its established borders a sovereign and an immortal state.

20 September 1950

AT A TOUR OF NORTH LEBANON

... We have attained our desire. Lebanon has actually be-
come a member of the United Nations, being already a sove-
reign member of the Arab League. Since we have followed this
bold autonomous policy, refuting all accusation of seclusion and
isolationism, and since we have looked towards our Arab neigh-

bours with whom we are affiliated in language, customs, orient-
al traits, interests and aspirations, there remains no place in
Lebanon for abettor or antagonist, for Moslem or Christian ;
all have become one nationalist, autonomous Arab Lebanese

entity.
=8

The House has unanimously re-elected me President of the
Republic; even if this had happened by majorily of votes it
would have mattered but little, as a president is above parties
and is for all alike. May the Lord deliver me from prejudices
and trivial inclinations so that I may continue to be for all. I
promise you to honour the privilege given presidents by the
constitution so that they may never stoop to knavery or cheap
barter. It is my only desire to be able to discharge the duties of
my office successfully before departing to rest from a struggle
that overtaxed my health and nearly took my life.

Tripoli, 5 Octobre 1945




FIRST PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

Mr. Chairman, Honourable Deputies,

When, through your precious confidence, I assumed presi-
dency I immediately felt the immensity of responsibilities laid
upon me. My gratitude to you finds no better expression than
a full justification of the faith the people you represent have
put in me ; of such faith I hope we shall all be worthy as we
lend our strength and sincerity to the service of Lebanon at this
crucial hour.

We shall spare no effort to make our country conscious of
the important place it occupies among the nations, so that all its
aspirations may be realised. We shall forget none of our friend-
ships or traditions; yet we shall remember at the same time
that real friendship is never averse to our right of independence
nor to the will of a people who prides in its freedom and cul-
tural background, and whose prestige and honour never were

measured by the meagerness of its territory.

Lebanon is proud to have been a stronghold of basic free-
doms and pure culture throughout the ages; it is the privilege
of every Lebanese to pass on the torch ; he can be proud that
his fellow countrymen who are scattered all over the world are
his worthy representatives.

In the name of the Lebanese nation I address to all our
dear emigrants Lebanon’s greetings and perpetual devotion.

The House of Deputies, 21 September 1943

FIRST PRESIDENTIAL ANNIVERSARY

Lebanese,

A year of glorious memories is over. We have been able,
by the grace of God, to insure for Lebanon ils independence
and sovereignly and to establish vital freedoms within its bor-
ders, regardless of many hardships and difficulties.

SR -




SELECTIONS
FROM HIS EXCELLENCY'S SPEECHES

1943-1950




for [ wish to convey to them in person the message of Resident
Lebanon to Lebanon abroad.

I wish to give a brotherly embrace to the older generation
which still knows Lebanon, her language, traditions and customs
and longs for her shady vales, her lofty peaks, her popular bal-
lads. I wish to place an affectionate kiss on the forehead of the
younger generation which does not know us so far, but can do
so with very little effort. And I wish to clasp to my bosom the
youngest generation which has not yet reached maturity, in whose
eyes is the light of hope, on whose lips is a smile unto the future.

In doing this I shall have gathered to my breast the whole
body of Emigrant Lebanon, thus giving silent expression to
many of the soul’s desires, and crowning my continuous effort
to bring together all the Lebanese, at home and abroad, for the
glory and happiness of our Lebanon.

And you, my dear brethren and sons, undoubtedly entertain
a dream similar to mine—to return to Lebanon, your original
Mother Country, and to enjoy the beauty and grandeur which
Nature has bestowed on her. Then our two dreams would meet
on this precious soil, and our souls would embrace each other.
We would recall past memories, unite our efforts, and gladly ac-
cept any sacrifice for Lebanon, her independence, glory and
prosperity.

My dear brethren and sons, this is my message to you. May
you live in peace and happiness !

Long live Lebanan !




organization for the post-war period. Lebanon can never be
considered a poor country. In spite of her small size she has
many economic possibilities, capable of considerable develop-
ment, if only we knew how to help ourselves and how to take
advantage of nature’s resources. In the exploitation of these re-
sources you can be of great help to us.

Lebanon’s sandy beaches, mountains, valleys, clean air,
clear sky, and the mountain snows are all sources of beauty as
well as of material profit. We must take advantage of all this
with as little loss of time as possible. Lebanon’s water supply is
sufficient for her needs, provided we knew how to distribute it
equitably for our various purposes, commencing with drinking
water and ending with irrigation canals and the generation of
electric power.

__ We know that, for various reasons, many of you have
adopted the nationality of the country in which you are living,
and that the new generation may not know our language, cust-
oms and traditions, having been born and reared abroad, and
having had no opportunity to return to this country—not even
as tourists.

We are therefore determined to facilitate their return to
their country of origin, so that they may get acquainted with it
and enjoy its many amenities and charms. We are sure that the
Lebanese blood running in their veins will drive them to em-
brace the love of our country—the land of their fathers—as
deeply as the first generation of Emigrants.

... Now that I have charged this message with my heartfelt
affections, and with many ideas and thoughts which I have ad-
dressed to your enlightened mind, so that you may know the
truth about the affairs of the country from which you came, I
have something else to say before closing.

For a long time I have entertained a cherished dream,
which I pray God to enable me to realize before the expiration
of my Presidential term whose extent is limited by the Constit-
ution. My dream is to have the opportunity of visiting some of
the countries in which our venerable compatriots have settled,
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.. For these reasons, and because we form together in a
sense a certain whole, you will find no difficulty, being revol-
utionairies yourselves, in understanding the revolution which
the Lebanese people and their successive governments have since
1943 led against the fetters that would have smothered our life
as a nation, than would have rendered our existence a living
death, that would have made of us a nation of servile followers
satisfied with their bondage because it relieved them of the nec-
essity of effort and toil.

Under such conditions our nation would have consisted of
indolent dependents seeking the favour of their all-powerful
masters, whose word was law and whose will could not be ques-
tioned. This was actually the state of mind of some who had little
faith in their right to the free life, a life that Lebanon had in fact
enjoyed for centuries while the West was still a bare infant.

... Our first thought has been to turn to you in order to
strengthen the ties between Residents and Emigrants and to
make of you, dear brethren and sons, a complementary part of
Lebanon. You have undoubtedly read the important decisions

taken by our Council of Ministers on the fourth of the present
month. I do not need to expound them again in my present
message, but I should like to inform you that, in the eyes of vour
Government, you are still Lebanese and, on your definilive re-
turn to this country, you will automatically win back your Leb-
anese nationality.

This is so because we want you to feel and know that Leban-
on will not forget you, but is always patient for the day of your
return, not because she covets your wealth, but because she
needs enlightenment by your character and culture and wide
experience. Your return to the Mother Country will thus be the
dawn of a new and prosperous era.

-.» Although we are still far from having reached perfection,
we have taken some steps of real value in the field of economic
reconstruction. It behoves us now, with your help, to crown our
work by equipping the country with a comprehensive economic




FROM HIS EXCELLENCY'S MESSAGE
TO THE
LEBANESE EMIGRANTS OVERSEAS

20 October, 19%5

Brethren and Sons,

... You, Lebanese abroad, are not only partisans of indepen-
dence, but have actually laid the foundation stone in that great
movement. The mere fact of your having emigrated bears test-
imony to your independent spirit, for you have thus exploded
the myth of fatalism and dependence on others, revolting against
the set path and rejecting venerable traditions, so deeply en-
trenched in our souls.

Your emigration was a revolt against a stagnant and too
complacent environment; it was a movement for «independence»

from those who contented themselves with the crumbs which
fate bestowed upon them; it was a breaking of chains—the chains
of political servitude, and of humiliating poverty.

Most of you have realized your cherished hopes. You have
enjoyed freedom of thought, speech and action in lands God
blessed with strength, happiness, hospitality and sufficient space
for both their sons and those who enter them. Many of you have,
through labour and perseverance, amassed large fortunes, for
which we did not felicitate you—the Lebanese are proud by
nature—as much as we did for the free environment in which
you lived and the sane air which you breathed.

Your wealth has been our wealth, and your prosperity our
prosperity. The continuous flow of your money has helped to
build up and renovate Lebanon to such a degree that she now
occupies an enviable position among the Arab countries. The
luxurious residences built with your savings, even in our smal-
lest villages, bear testimony to your boundless generosity. Many
an unfinished structure has patiently waited in a humble village
for you to earn enough for its completion.
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thereof. We intend, as far as we are concerned, with you and
through you, to reawaken the brotherhood of the past bet-
ween East and West, to cast away prejudices, to strengthen the
ties that bind the Arab countries and the whole Middle East
to the rest of the world, to develop knowledge and encourage
moral forces, to serve the spirit and thus to serve the peace.
With an eye on all these issues we call upon all those who en-
visage a superior humanity ; in other words, we call upon every
one of you, upon the UNESCO in its entirely to have faith in
us and help us in our endeavour.

It is not for me to praise this country which has bestowed
upon me the honour of its highest office; but I can assure you
that it fulfils all the requirements of the fertile land, wherein
the seed cast by the sower will germinate and grow. Lebanon
is the friend of the truth ; it is the chosen land of understan-
ding, tolerance and freedom. The numerous communities who
populate it are to be credited with living harmoniously together,
with meting justice one to another in equal measure and with
loving one another with the true love. The example which, in
this respect, we are endeavouring to give could very well serve
others to advantage.

Lebanon expects of you those noble lessons which you will
leave in your wake and which will make of this conference one
of the episodes of our history. You are doing, ladies and gent-
lemen, a human deed in a land eminently human and peaceful.

Throughout this UNESCO month we shall repeat with you:

« Know thyself ».

« One tires of everything save knowledge ».

« Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels,
and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass,
or a tinkling cymbal ».

« Hate is sterile ».

« True life proceeds from the spirit ».

« Love is stronger than death ».




There lies your domain, ladies and gentlemen. That is in:
deed the superior task that you have undertaken upon’ your-
selves to accomplish; a task that will tax your efforts to the
highest degree. You will, no doubt, experience deceptions and
sorrows, and many will perhaps recall the words of the evan-
gelist: « When ye shall have done all those things which are
commanded you, say: we are unprofitable servants.» All your
intellectual; spirilual and human efforts may one day clash with
the law of force, that ultima ratio requm of old, with the unleas-
hed forces of atomic energy. But you may rest assured that the
stakes are worth the effort and that the risk deserves to be run,
since these stakes are world peace. -

An Arabic proverb has it that «man is hoslile to that which
he ignores ». This wisdom can be legitimately reversed to read:
« That which man knows man loves, » If this is not always rig-
orously exact, it -is at least certain that in order to love one
another we must first learn to know each other.

There is no doubt that beneficial interchange among peo-
ples helps to enlighten the spirit, exalt the heart, enrich the in-
tellect with new concepts and assist man to free himself from
material servitude.

I know, ladies and gentlemen, that UNESCO has under-
taken to create «world citizens ». This is a vast undertaking. It
would be more effective and more expediently achieved if you
could only inspire those men who direct the destinies of the
world, those men whose horizons ought, by definition, to sur-
pass their peoples, or nations, great or powerful as these peo-
ples or nations may be, so as to take an all-embracing view of
the limits of our universe which has become, in terms of space
and distance, so small, so accessible, and so vulnerable.

Honourable Delegates, in this land of Lébanon, where the
scroll of ancient and modern history has for many ages unrol-
led itself, you are sure to be understood. Your work will be ap-
preciated at its true value; even more so after the full days that
we shall spend together; and thus, being together, each in his
own way, shall better know how to think, to meditate and to
prays :

Here, from the West to the East, and vice versa, the race
of the torch in the service of human conscience and dignity is
perpetuated. Your presence in Lebanon marks a decisive stage
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tially in moral rules, in the spirit of justice, in respect for the
human person and in the cult of eminent values which constit-

ute man’s honour and which, on this earth, are his exclusive
attributes.

Whenever, in the midst of any society, these rules are viol-
ated, the public authorities can and must intervene to check
the evil if they have not succeeded in preventing it.' But when
the nations themselves, oblivious of these rules which they im-
pose upon their nationals, discriminating between individual
and slate morals, violate these very rules, lhen to what supreme

powers, to what superhuman intelligence must we look to fore-
stall the evil?

There lies the problem, the immense problem. Hitherto no
one can flatter himself on having solved it. There it stands im-
movable before us like a huge block of stone.

Things being as they are, let us resign ourselves to merely
touching upon this grave subject in a general way. One is cer-
tain that at the bottom of every man’s heart there exists, if only
from a certain reasonable fear, some love for peace. Who is the
man, unless he be calloused beyond redemption, who would
lightly bring upon himself, his children and his homeland the
calamily of war with its aftermath of tears, blood and misery ?

But, alas | national interests continue to clash with one anot-
her and peoples’ ambitions are in perpetual conflict, which
might at any moment ignite the spark that will bring about the
deafening crash of thunder and the blinding flash of lightning.
The great international organisms have been born out of a uni-
versal appeal and a fervent strain for peace. If they have not
always succeeded, it is less because they have lacked interna-
tional force — and may continue to lack it for a long time to
come — than it is because the peoples of the world have not

yet learned well enough to know, to understand and to love one
another.

If we should at times consent to a mutual or collective sac-
rifice of certain prerogatives of national sovereignty, then we
should even more so strive to augment fellowship and further
intellectual, emotional and material interchange among the peo-
ples.
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which haunt, so to speak, those minds that are directed to the
good. These two questions are :

« Can a world-wide organization such as the UNESCO help
in the development of education, science and culture throughout
the world ?

« Can the contribution of its members to any branch of in-
tellectual activity help the world to attain a higher level of know-
ledge and understanding and to achieve the certainty of peace ?»

To these two questions we, in turn, do not hesitate to give
an affirmative answer, making, for the second question, and for
the present only, the necessary reservations, but not fearing, at
the same time, to voice our confidence in the future. An under-
taking of such magnitude as the pacification of minds and peo-
ples may require, we are fully aware, prolonged travail to attain
the end in view, or even to have some chance for such attain-
ment.

Science, as a matter of fact, that double-edge sword, that
two-faced goddess — looking at once towards peace-time cons-
tructions and toward the destructions of war — has greatly im-
proved human condilions; it has in fact changed the whole face
of the earth, but has it really served, has it really affected the
soul of man ?

No one can claim that science has transformed the core of
man, his sensibility, his heart. The same old ideas and passions
retain their hold; the same levers govern the great movements
of being. In his everyday life, the man of today has practically
the same reactions as those of his ancestors; perhaps only the
way these reactions manifest themselves has altered. Love, hate,
anger and envy — tempered fortunately with morals or relig-
ijon — remain our masters. Likewise in the life of nations, the
ambitions and extravagant dreams which have agitated peoples
from time immemorial are still agitating them. Thus, the science
of man has retained its primitive data, while the physical and
chemical sciences have advanced in colossal strides.

For the ills which man, living in society, has always suffer-
ed, and for the tumult of passions which dispute the realm of
his soul, the remedies remain the same; these remedies are not
all laid down in laws, nor engraved in marble ; they exist essen-

otk




AT THE OPENING OF
THE UNESCO GENERAL CONFERENCE
IN BEIRUT

17 November, 1948

Honourable Delagates,

Recalling the words of the Latin poet: «I am a man; no-
thing human is alien to me», I am happy to extend to you a
most hearty and all-embracing welcome. In the name of Leban-
on, which is proud to greet you on its soil of ancient civil-
izations, this hospitable soil which is a crossroads of Eastern
and Weslern cultures, I express most sincere wishes that your
activities may be fruitful and that your work may set up a
shining landmark upon the road of intellectual and human
progress. Would I were able to express another wish, for
you as well as for ourselves : that of forgetting, even for a whi-
le, the great worries which are troubling the world. If I deliber-
ately abstain from doing so, it is with the conviction that Man,
in the heroic and noble sense of the word, must under no cir-
cumstances recoil from difficulties nor shirk his duty in the face
of arduous problems, especially when peace is at stake.

To men of your standing and conscience, one could ill afford
to suggest oblivion of the questions of the hour. Representing
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organ-
ization, it is incumbent upon you to be always on the alert, to
smooth the way, to help redress moral and spiritual values, to
check brutal force in a world where it aspires to dominate all
as soon as men lose sight of the fundamental principles where-
from they should draw their strength.

Taking full cognizance of the work of your organization —
one of the most nobly ambitious in the world, since it runs
against the currents of complacency and neglect — one cannot
but feel gratified that those masters whose studies accompany
your action, profoundly believe, in their overwhelming majority,
in the efficacy of the task which you are undertaking. It is with
an almost unaninious «yes» that they reply to the two questions
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You may enter your-home with pride ; you may look upon
us from your enternity with a light heart, to teach us the lesson
of the past and to blaze before us the trail of a glorious future.
Do inspire us with unity so that we may pass the torch from
generation to generation. Gy

Welcome home, and may you enter in peace ; welcome to
Lebanon and may you abide in it for ever. May your watch-
ful eye keep vigil on all the Lebanese at home and overseas.

Q, Abu-Sa‘ada, Great Emir.




Behold, the Lebanese people bow their heads in awe at your
advent ; they watch with eager eyes your passing to eternal rest.
They are the descendants of those stout-hearts who had stood
by you in adversity ; who had rallied to your call in times of
war and who had enjoyed your justice and security in peace.
Mobammedans and Christians, they are unanimous in consec-
rating Lebanon because Lebanon is for all notwithstanding sect
or creed. They are unanimous in exalling your name because
you were a great servant of Lebanon and because, with your
predecessor, Fakhr ed-Din El-Ma‘ani, you had laid the corner
stone of their unstinted independence.

As President of the Republic, I pride in standing here as
keeper of your trust and perpetuater of your prestige. I pride in
passing through your immortal abode, restoring it not with a
purpose of taking possession, but to return it intact to its lord
and builder in loyalty of Lebanon to a great Lebanese who had
toiled and struggled, who had seen power, glory, joy and victory
as well as strife, labour and vigilence so that they may enjoy
peace and securily.

Your home and people come forth to pay you homage with
their absolute independence, with their fruitful endeavour to
attain national sovereignty and prestige.

You return to a proud home that has seen the last of all
foreign dominance and that has established peace and security
through friendly relations with the East and the West. Its mas-
sengers are in every country, its emissaries in every land, its
emigrants in every region, its plenipotentiaries in many states
in exchange with accredited ministers, and its representatives
in international institutions, raising their voices in support of
human rights and world peace.

Great Emir,

The Lebanese people are happy to welcome you after this
lapse of time, conscious of their achievement which proves to
all mankind that the seed you and your great predecessors had
planted has flourished and given fruit; that the corner stone
you had laid in the edifice of independence is firm and well en-
forced. The chain is continued despite an interval of relaxation.
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AT THE RECEPTION AND INTERMENT
OF THE REMAINS

or EL-EMIR BESHIR SHEHABI
THE GREAT

Beiteddine Palace
92 October, 1947

Hail to you, Abu Sa‘ada* Great Emir,

High were the portals you raised ; long were the days of
your reign ; even longer were your years of exile and yearning;
today you return home, to your eternal abode.

It is but little over a century since you departed, a little less
than a century since you met your death in a foreign land. But
your spirit never forsook the haunts of your power. We wel-
come you back among us with a host of glorious memories.

Has your home changed beyond recognition or is it still fam-
iliar after your protracted absence ? Were its strong walls giv-
en to speech they would re-echo your resonant voice ; the mur-
mering waters of the Safa River which you had drawn into it,
and the whispering trees your hand had planted would proclaim
with joy your timely home-coming. These halls would receive
you with the pomp and dignily you had lavished upon them
and which have enhanced them for so many years. Your spec-
tre never deserted them, ever roaming in their precincts with-
out regard to time or space.

This home remains yours in spite of many disruptions and
successive events, from the epoc of your reign to the two Kaima-
kamiyats, to the Mutasarrifyat and the great world war. It is un-
daunted by the retraction of your rule which had already pas-
sed through a full cycle of history into the realm of living
mythology.

* Abu Sa‘ada means the father of Sa‘ada. Sa'ada was his daughter. The conven-
tion of calling a man by the name of his first born is still followed in Lebanon.
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ideals and noble moral values. These are the stronghold of the
country and the things that make life worth living.

Your little home becomes a model state if it conduets its
politics wisely, establishes proper foreign relations, follows the
right path of justice and moderation, runs its administration ef-
ficiently and raises its cultural standards. It suffices you that
Lebanon, few though be its natural resources, is a rich mine of
men who shine like gems with polish and education. Fear not
the limits of your scope for you have preserved your Lebanese
character throughout the ages even up to our modern times.
From your shores emanated the spark which inspires the whole
world with the principles of social justice and international
rights.

We are ‘happy on this memorable day to renew our faith
in Lebanon. 'We believe in God who created it in the pattern
of His Paradise ;-we believe in the beauty of its sky, its soil and
water, its rocks, snow and cedars. We particularly believe in
its men at home and overseas. We are confident that God will
help Lebanon to deliver its message: of peace and progress, the
message of sacrifice and patriotism, the message of a new world
which seeks peace and securily after all the bloodshed and tor-
ture of the innocents.

May all your efforts be fruitful |

Long live Lebanon !
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EVACUATION DAY

AT THE UNVEILING OF INSCRIPTION
oN DoceE RivEr Rocks

1 January 1947

By the grace of God Almighty a new leaf is turned in the
history of our motherland through the evacuation of all foreign
troops from Lebanese territory. A A glorious new page is written,
thanks to the efforts of our patriots at home and abroad. A le-

gacy of hope is left for the coming generations, thanks to the
acuﬁce and suffering of our martyrs and to our close co-ope-
ration with our neighbours within the frame of the Arab League
Charter; thanks to our affiliation with the United Nations Orga-
nisation on an equal footing and to the noble stand taken by
our House of Deputies with the consecutive governments ema-
nating therefrom; thanks to our delegations who supported the
cause of Lebanon in many capitals by demanding immediale
fulfilment of promises and conventions; and finally thanks to
our unknown warrior who gave all for the glory of this country.

The struggle, however, is never ended because life does not
acknowledge stagnation and has no place for the defealist or the
complascent. Now that you are masters of your own destiny and
lords of your own land ; now that the flag and the army are
yours, you have assumed big responsibilities in your liberated
home. By co-operation, good-will and common sacrifice, you
are the makers of your own shield and the builders of your
own refuge.

Nothing less than self denial in emergencies, nothing but
forgiveness of all our disputes and grievances when the bnﬁle

calls, nothing but these con guarantee your independence.

Lebanese,

We have our finger on the pulse of the nation to feel the
strength or weakness of its throbbing heart; our eye is likewise
open to see you progress along the path of true principles, high
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provisions in the hearts of the Lebanese, severe as they may
seen al times; by enforcing equality without exception in public
departments and by instilling in the minds of officials that they
are lhe servanls of the people ; by doing these things we shall
have delivered our message, thus laying the foundation of a
good rule and creating a worthy generation.

If there is one thing I commend to you, Lebanese, in con-
clusion of this message, it is that you understand one another,
serve one another and bear with one another; cast away hatreds
and disputes and respect Lebanon’s international commitments;
observe the sanctity of neighbourhood and regard both the
Orient and the Occident with the eye of the sage whose wish it
is to serve as a link of happy relations and good-will. You may
be certain that your Arab brothers are nearest to you and are
even more ready to exchange with you disinterested services
without harbouring any ulterior motives.

As for myslef, I am truly grateful for vour confidence,
through which I have attained the highest pinnacle of office.

Of this confidence I am very proud and, believe me nothing
in my estimation equals it except my consciousness of the heavy
burden laid upon me and the great hopes attached to this se-
cond accession. I ask your help and support to be able to dis-
charge my duty equably ; it would be needless, where personal
feelings are concerned, to state that my sentiments towards you
are pure from any grudge, conceit or pride. I have reached an
age that no longer admits any change in my attitude which,
with time, has become part of my nature. I perceive nothing in
this place of authority except love, sympathy and compassion.
Often have I walked among you without your knowledge in or-
der to observe your needs and desires and particularly to have
the immortal image of Lebanon, of my brothers and sons, deeply
imprinted in my heart ; so when the time comes for me to stand
before the Divine Judge I shall have the redeeming intercession
of my supreme love to you, of my devotion (o the duties of my
office and of my disinterested service of Lebanon.

Long Live Lebanon !




hands of Providence, but we hope that this second term will be
an epoc of peace and security, one of construction, real reform
and internal endeavour in which all hands will collaborate to
make Lebanon a model state, worthy of admiration and emula-
tion.

Lebanese Brothers and Sons,

I am fully aware of your veneration of the freedom of con-
science. You may rest assured that your government shares with
you this sentiment. It assures you that none has been menaced
or prosecuted for his beliefs, not even when such beliefs reached
at times dangerous extremes. The penal law was never applied
except in cases where those beliefs were utilised to ignite the
spark of a revolution in which the blood of innocent security
officers was spilt, and where the whole country was exposed to
a great peril. We are firmly convinced that what we had under-
taken was dictated by a sacred national duty. The responsibilities
that had to be shouldered in protection of the national order
have left a painful scar in the hearts of those in power.

I am fully aware that you consecrate freedom of thought
and expression. We have borne very severe criticisms and bitter

rebukes, but never applied the provisions of the law except in
cases where freedom out-stepped the limits to prejudice national
prestige and safety and to touch the very core of the covenant.
Many an offence have we overlooked for the sake of peace.

[ am also fully aware of the ills of which you complain,
because I know the points of weakness and failure, but never
for once did I feign scorn or claim perfection. In this respect
everyone of us must bear his share of the responsibility. Party
feuds, bigotry, selfishness and favouritism are not offspring of
this regime. They are chronic evils that require much time and
pain to uproot. We could never attain a posilive result unless
every one of us, undertook certain sacrifices ; only then would
the law reign supreme.

These are some of the ills which must be treated, and we
shall deal with them firmly and resolutely. Other matters in our
opinion are secondary. Presidentships perish, chambers and ca-
binets change faces and personal whims are too trivial to dwell
upon. By implanting respect of the law and submission to ils
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Today I address you from a point near the Chamber of the
Pillar to which the Emir had, during his life time, lent awesome
dignity and which is still enhanced by his spectre, urging, as it
were, every Lebanese to strain towards noble action. The neigh-
bouring chamber was for many years the assembly room of the
Administrative Counsil in the Mutasarrifyyat days. The wall the-
rein is decorated with the well-known holy inscription : « Had
your Lord wished He would have made all men into one nation»,
It is engraved there as an emblem of unity and understanding
among the representatives of Mount Lebanon who were elected
on a sectarian basis in accordance with a constitutional order.

In addressing this message to you | wish to comment on
that inscription by saying that it is far better for you, Lebanese,
to have been born of various denominations and to have united
in truth and love than to have heen born as one nation but to
have fallen asunder in vanity, evil and error. It is far better in-
deed since you have accepted as your molto the nalional cove-
nant which spells full coordination of efforts to safeguard Leba-
non’s independence, to love one another, to live together peace-
fully and to put spiritual values above sectarian differences, ob-
serving national holidays which you will celebrate together
joyfully.

From this historical palace I express to you my untold gra-
titude for renewing my period of presidentship, assuring you that
I have never submitted to the ecstasy of high rank, because I
could never detach myself from the enormity of the responsibi-
lity that rests on my shoulders.

I wish today to unfold to you certain plain facts for the sake
of mutual understanding on the commencement of this my se-
cond accession to office. I wish to dispel from your minds any
misconceptions and to declare to you my policy for dealing with
the situation. This I owe to you, now that we have exchanged
loyalties.

I wish to detach myself from the usual ceremonials and for-
malities so as to have a heart-to-heart talk with you. The first
period of office had been one of establishment and consolida-
tion. It had been a most rugged passage, beset with many dan-
gers and difficulties ; it required much time and effort on the
part of those in power to steer through. The future lies in the
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of evacuation when we stood together to renew our faith in Le-
banon before the rock of the historical river, where conquerors
have been passing on since time immemorial until recent years?
Pass they did but Lebanon remains as solid and as immortal
as ever.

Furthermore, who would forget Lebanon’s participation in
international conferences, political as well as cultural, and the
high position you have attained among the nations ? It well be-
hoves us to remember the Arab Cultural Conference and the
Unesco General Conference, when the delegates of many nations
stood as one man to pay tribute to your culture.

Lebanese,

I see no need to recount with elaboration those develop-
ments which have been accompanied by your prosperity, nor
your handiwork of irrigation schemes aund cultivation projects,
nor of newly laid roads, newly opened summer resorts, hospi-
tals or sanitoria, nor the currency vou have stabilised in spite
of many difficulties, thus ensuring economic stability and affor-
ding for your government the necessary opportunity to provide
sufficient cover for the currency in a way that guarantees econo-
mic security for a long time to come.

Despite my own contention that this aspect of life has its
tangible importance I shall not belabour you with repetition but
shall pass over to mention the spiritual values which rise above
material things because they are the nation’s criterion and its
permanent mainstay, even if the malerial side is reduced to the
degree of want.

It was this incentive that prompted your government to
extend the scope of education and specialisation, to preserve
ancient antiquities and to restore the ruined historical monu-
ments; especially the Beiteddine Palace to whose sacred pre-
cincts the remains of its Lord and builder have been brought
back in a pageant of memories and hopes. Abu Sa‘ada® now rests
for ever in his gardens, surronded by the murmering waters of
the Safa River and the old florid trees.

* Emir Beshir El-Shehabi the Great, builder of the Beiteddine Palace where
this message was delivered.
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Lebanese,

Lest we forget, I wish to recall that first occasion when we
mel together in the House of Deputies to declare once and for
all the end of a life of isolation and to call for close cooperation
with our brothers of the neighbouring states, preserving at the
same time our full sovereignty and independence. It was the
new covenant for the new Lebanon — a covenant which all the
Lebanese, regardless of denominalion, creed or bent, accepted
with great rejoicing. For them it meant a sacred law, a chosen
constitution and a sound foundation on which to build their
lofty and spacious national edifice. The countenance of Lebanon
then shone with a radiant light ; its star rose high never to wa-
ne; for that event was the resurrection of the country’s hitherto
buried glory.

Lest we forget, I wish to recall that fair wind which the
Lord had provided with a message of joy, right and justice. It
raged furiously with that stormy day of exile, only to turn at
His merciful hands into the [resh and invigorating day of inde-
pendence. Meanwhile you had given your sacrifices and spilled
precious blood that saturated the sacred soil.

I wish to recall that dusk after reinstatement, when we re-
turned together to the serail of government, and it was a dusk
brighter than dawn : even more dazzling than broad daylight.

I wish to recall the assumption of powers and the national
sovereignly that soon followed in the wake of independence.

I wish to remind you of the ever evident exchange of diplo-
matic representations with the foreign powers, and the adhe-
rence of Lebanon to the Arab League Charter and the Charter
of the United Nations ; also of the high esteem in which your
representatives are held abroad and of the hearty welcome ex-
tended to them by the emigrants who strew their path with gar-
lands ; and of your beloved flag hoisted in every land, its ever-
green cedar hovering under every sky.

Who would forget that glorious day we took over our gal-
lant army, completely equipped and mightily proud to return to
the lap of the motherland, to serve Lebanon unaffected by any
political influences ?

Who would forget the evacuation talks and the actual day




MESSAGE

OF HIS EXCELLENCY
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC
TO THE LLEBANESE PPEOPLE
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS EXCELLENCY'S
RE-ELECTION TO PRESIDENCY

September 21, 1949

Dear Lebanese Brethren and Sons,

Praise be to God Almighty for the mercy He has lavished
upon me since, through your confidence, I assumed trust over
the country’s resources six years ago today, in 1943. Praise be
unto Him for the faith and conviction with which you have
established my first term of office and for the fence of resolu-
teness with which you have fortified your new regime. It seems
as if the hour has struck for us to meet at this historical cross-
roads to effect by common understanding a general transition
in Lebanese polilics, and on my part to proclaim the nation’s
immortal covenant which is graced by your satisfaction. By this
I merely echoed your lalent desires, hitherto unfolded by his-
tory ; I merely embodied your long-cherished aspiralions.

1 faced heavy undertakings and forthwith set lo serve Leba-
non with all my strength, experience and love for this country
and its noble people — that love which has filled my heart ever
since I opened my eyes on its radiant beauty ; ever since I began
to apprehend its vital immortality.

I took fortitude in God and depended upon you as well as
a select group of the country’s most illustrious and sincere men,
and strove together to change the old political tendencies, dra-
wing a progressive plan whereby our country attained its higest
objectives and most desired ends, thus realising the dream of
our forefathers and securing the noblest heritage for the coming

generations.
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sage, Lebanon shall be in the forefront of those who will endea-
vour to promote accord and solidarity.

As for our home policy, this, first and foremost, is the ma-
nifestation of a truth, for it would be presumptious on our part
to claim having attained perfection ; likewise, it would be ingra-
titude to deny what reform has been achieved, what projects
have been realised and what development and reconstruction
plans we have set to accomplish. Nevertheless, what people ge-
nerally demand is to be able to obtain their legitimate rights
without mediation, to attain graded promotion in their official
careers withoul intercession and to be able to transact their for-
mal affairs without delay. In brief, to have the law promptly
applied without discrimination.

Unfortunately the tradition which has weighed heavy on the
administration for so.long, the chronic habits and the interven-
tions which still take place by force of inertia, even when they
are not needed, require much time and effort to cure. It is my
firm contention, however, that sacrifice, is the basis of reform
in administration. Responsible men in this country, whether
they are in official positions or olherwise, must give a good
example and lend me a helping hand in this respect.

No matter how divergent the concepts of reform are in ac-
cordance with the divergence of tendencies, they shall not stand
as a stumbling block in our way to reach the truth, to find the
cause of the trouble and to apply proper treatment, bitter and
drastic though it may be.

In conclusion I pray God Almighty to lavish peace, security
and prosperity upon Lebanon, to deliver it from evil and to set
the united hearts of all Lebanese towards high ideals and noble
ends, so Lhat this Lebanese homeland, small as it is in size and
number, may endure for ever as a land of freedom, tolerance,
culture and true human values.

Long live Lebanon !




feeling of the enormous responsibility that rests on my shoulders,
nor the duties which the office of presidency demands for the
maintenance of a just, unblemished rule, and for the orientation
of the policy of successive future governments towards public

welfare.

Our policy begins with the perpetuation of our excellent re-
lations with the foreign powers with whom we have exchanged
diplomatic representations. We must see that such exchange is
extended and consolidated so that we may be able {o maintain
our moral standing in the world, as well as the high standing
enjoyed by our communities in the various foreign lands.

The necessily of Lebanon’s adherence to the Charter of the
United Nations is beyond question, because we wish to be a use-
ful party to the comily of nations and to contribute our share,
modest though it may be, towards the realisation of universal
peace. We had already suggested that countries are not judged
by their territorial areas but rather by their cultural standards,
their radiant ideals and their intelleclual splendour. Our parti-
cipation in the conferences of that great organisation testifies to
the high position occupied by Lebanon, which is compatible
with its glorious history and which opens before it the wide

portals of a brilliant future. Sufficient proofs are found in the
First Arab Cultural Conference as well as other cultural confe-
rences, including the historical Third Session of the Unesco
which was held in the Lebanese Capital, where the Lebanese
intellect was demonstrated to a great advantage.

Lebanon, Honourable gentlemen, has every reason to safe-
guard the bonds of fellowship that exist belween it and the sister
Arab States, upholding the spirit and context of their common
Charter and endeavouring to strengthen these bonds at a time
when real cooperation is most needed in the face of the new
element which has recently infilterated into the Middle East
under circumstances that you all know.

Lebanon who has contributed a fair share towards martyred
Palestine is ever ready to fulfil its duty unstintingly for this cause.

The Arab States musl, regardless of difficulties and calam-
ities, face this problem with courage and determination. They
must not give up hope, but rather cleave together in closer col-
laboration until they attain their objectives. In faith to its mes-
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ADDRESS

OF HIS EXCELLENCY
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC

AT THE HOUSE OF DEPUTIES
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS EXCELLENCY'S
RE-ELECTION TO PRESIDENCY
September 21, 1949

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Deputies,

When six years ago today, in 1943, I was vested with power
through the confidence of the former House, I defined from this
rostrum the new policy of this regime of independence. This
policy was dictated by the nature and status of Lebanon and
expressed the aspirations of the Lebanese people. It seemed as
if we had concurred with them to proclaim that national cove-
nant which coordinated all the elements of the country and
which we observed faithfully and sincerely.

Then, when your House renewed its confidence in me on
the 27th of May, 1948, for a second term of office, I redefined
from this same rostrum the policy which called upon you to
take this exceptional measure, transcending personal considera-
tions into the principle of stability and continuity which was
unanimously desired by the nation, expecting us to maintain
what was appropriate in our achievements and to put an end
to anything which was inappropriate.

In either case I took upon myself openly to be a faithful
servant of the Lebanese people and to proceed with them along
the road of progress, reform and prosperity and to preserve that
national covenant which is vital for Lebanon’s existence.

Today, having sworn allegiance to the Constitution, and
having beseeched God’s blessings and abundant mercies for the
nation, I wish to express once more my gratitude for the con-
fidence you and the people have placed in me. That this con-
fidence is reciprocal is the least that can be said. My pride and
elation at this privilege do not for one moment obscure my
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among which is a complete fulfilment of our duties towards our
neighbour Avab Palestine. Justice deemed it necessary to take
action, along with the other Arab states, for the protection of
its holy places and the salvation of its innocent citizens.

We are also aware of the Lebanese people’s desire for an
all-out reform along with the establishment of quiet and stabi-
lity. We declare in all sincerity that we intend to realise such
legitimate desires. It is only fair, however, to say that much has
already been done and much is under way. This policy is to be
carried even further with the knowledge that no matter how
different may the means and methods be, one thing is certain
of our concern : that is the prevalence of order in all the depart-
ments and offices. There should be no other authority than that
of the law in all the services of the state. Nevertheless, spiritual
and intellectual reforms are above legal reforms. First and fore-
most is the will of the individual to sacrifice his interests for
that of the public. This we shall endeavour to attain, and therefor
need the support of the whole nation. I know what the nation
expects from me : to preserve what has already been achieved
and to abolish corruption wherever it may exist.

Honourable Deputies,

A recollection of the past and a look to the future promp-
ted you and the nation to take an exceptional measure which
goes beyond personal limites and which relates to the essence
of conviction. These very two incenlives prompt me now to re-
new to you and to the nation my promise to be worthy of your
confidence ; I pledge myself before God and conscience to be a
loyal servant to the noble Lebanese nation who has lavished
upon me the highest honour and entrusted me with no less than
the custodianship of its independence and sovereignty. It en-
trusted me with the happiness of the people at home and over-
seas as well as with the task of ensuring justice to all. It appoin-
ted me a chancellor who harbours no discrimination between
one party and the other, regardless of tendency or inclination.

I beseech God to guide my steps and light my path so that
I may, with your co-operation and the support of the govern-
ment and the nation, lead this beloved homeland to prosperity,
happiness and glory.

Long live Lebanon!




AT THE HOUSE OF DEPUTIES

ON THE OCCASION OF HIS EXCELLENCY'S RE-ELECTION

TO PRESIDENCY
97 May 1948

Honourable Deputies,

I can find no words to express my feelings at this renewed
confidence by your House and the popular support which ma-
nifests itself so eloquently every day. All this goes beyond per-
sonal limits and relates to a conviction that wells in the hearts
of the Lebanese people ; it is due to the principles of the natio-
nal convention which the nation adopted the day it vested full
powers in me for the first time on the 21st September, 1943.
Such confidence can only be repaid by my consciousness of the
responsibilities this re-election lays upon me. Everyone knows
how deeply concerned I have always been and shall ever be to
justify the esteem of the people and this House by keeping their
internal and external interests at heart.

I believe that in adopting such an exceptional measure you
and the people were urged by two incentives deriving from a
recollection of the near past and a look towards the imminent
future.

The past unfolds the nation’s support of its convention, its
unity and its effort to consolidate independence. It unfolds a
break away from isolation to gain closer co-operation with our
brothers and neighbours in the Arab World. It unfolds friendly
relations with all the nations as well as full participation in the
United Nations Organisation as an effective means to high ideals.
In brief, it unfolds the contribution of the Lebanese intellect in
the fields of regional and international co-operation.

As for the future, this lies in the hands of God. We who
believe in His omnipotence can only prepare ourselves for any-
thing that may come. We do so by first holding what we have
already achieved and by persevering in our progress from good
to better. Perfection is man’s aim. It is our ultimate objective.

We are fully aware of the nation’s aspirations, most sacred
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Greetings to you all from Lebanon, whose President, Go-
vernment and people will be happy to receive you and to hail
your loyalty and zeal. I am confident also that you will be filled
with pride as you witness the progress made by your country
in this era of independence and sovereignty for which you have
constantly aspired and worked.

As for the new generation of your children, who may not
have learned our language and may not have had the chance to
visit the birthplace of their fathers before, there is no doubt that
the call of blood which is latent in their veins will urge them
to cherish and love this good earth and these beautiful skies as
you yourselves have loved them.

A hearty welcome to you all!




MESSAGE

FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC
To THE LEBANESE EMIGRANTS
AND TO THE EMIGRANTS OF THE OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES

My beloved kinsmen,

The Minister of Foreign Affairs and Lebanese Overseas has
informed me of the decision of the Federation of Syrian-Leba-
nese-American Clubs in the United States to hold their usual an-
nual Convention this summer in Lebanon, with a view to revi-
ving precious memories and strengthening spiritual and tradi-
tional ties with the land of their forefathers — ties which even
great distances cannot break asunder.

This was good news to me. For this trip which you are plan-
ning to take has been one of my dearest wishes. It was with this
feeling that in addressing the Lebanese Emigrants five years
ago 1 sald -

«I am sure of your sentiments and confident of your longing
and attachment to this small country, which you prefer to the
great cities with all their luxury and comfort because it is your
birthplace, the cradle of your childhood and the burial mound
of your ancestors. Lebanon sustained you in your e early years
as it sustained your forefathers for endless generations. This
land is your home. »

Deeply imbued as [ am with these same feelings and prom-
pted by the love that I know exists between residents of Leba-
non and Lebanese Emigrants again I send this message of wel-
come to those of you who are undertaking this visit and all those
who may join them for other countries, be they Lebanese, Sy-
rians or from any other part of the Arab world. This home for
which you have deeply longed awaits you with open arms, and
will share your happiness as father and son, mother and sister
unite under its skies in affection and love.
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Preface

On the twenty first of September, 1943, the Lebanese
House of Deputies elected His Excellency Sheikh Bechara
Khalil EI-Khoury president of the first independent cons-
titutional republic.

On the twenty Seventh of August, 1948, the House
unanimously renewed His Excellency’s term of Office as
from the 21st of September, 1949.

The period which elapsed marks a new era in the
history of the land. It was during this period that the
people had occasion to be devoted to a great leader
whose policy rested on absolute national sovereignty.
While endeavouring to preserve for his country its indi-
vidual character the President never relented in the ef-
fort to give it a place among the progressive nations.

His Excellency paid special attention to the happy
ties which bind the homeland with its integral counterpart
overseas, this precious part whose emissaries are hear-
tily welcomed in Lebanon today. Inthe person of the
President they have atypical compatriot with all the
country’s wealth of past and present glory. In his face
they can read an expression of fatherly love that embra-
ces all the Lebanese alike, at home and abroad.

The selection of addresses by His Excellency, which
we present herein, some fully and some partly, in com-
memoration of this Convention of Emigrants of the
year 1950, betokens the wisdom and sincerity which
lighted the trail of the nation toward a new life of
peace and progress.




ST, PAUL'S PRINTING-PRESS

HARI




THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
AND LEBANESE OVERSEAS

———

ADDRESSES

and

SELECTIONS from SPEECHES

by
His Excellency

SHEIKH BECHARA KHALIL EL-KHOURY
President of the Lebanese Republic

For the Ocecasion of the
CONVENTION of EMIGRANTS

held in Lebanon, 1950 Summer

BEIRUT, 7 AUGUST, 1950
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