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wing B-47 is being produced . He will have an opportunity to fly

one of the big planes while here , and it will be thru the courtesy
of one of his former commanding officers , Col. Henry Spicer . T¢
is quite fitting that the world’s foremost jei fighter should come
from the world’s foremost aircraf* production center, and particu-
larly now that the trend in flying has turned to jet power .

Major Gebara also was an ace during World War II . He was
credited with shooting down six and one-half enemy planes and
destroying three others on tl:e ground in combat over Europe .

In paying tribute to Wichita’s own air hero , the city in effect
is saying to all those who have fought for our liberties,(Well done.)
The tribute to Major Gebara is a tribute to all of them , and the
Major is the symbol of the greatness which has made the American
fighting man the best soldier the world has ever seen .

The air fighting knowledge Major Gebara has gained in his
long years with the air force will be of infinite benefit to the rest
of Uncle Sam’s airmen . The Uajor after 30 days of well-carned
rest , will report to Scott Air Force Base. Illinots, where he will be
given an opportunity to impart some 0 f his tactical knowledge to
other jet fighter pilots .

His record will go with kim forever , and with it the good will
of all Wichitans and Kansans . It is for the rest of us to make sure
that the records in war being made by the Cebaras, the Smiths and
all the others shall not have been made in vain .

( Thie Tribute to Major Gebara Is Speonsored by the Aviation
Industry of the Air Capital of the World )

e
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MAJOR JAMES GEBARA

EXTRACT FROM THE WICHITA BEACON NEWS PAPER OF FRIDAY JUNE 8.1951

WELCOME HOME JIMMIE ! WICHITA IS PROUD OF YOU

Major James Gebara has brought great honor to Wichita and
Kansas . He s history’s first jet air ace, which means he is the first
flier ever to shoot down five or more enemy planesin 700-mile-an:
hour jet combat . In short, M ajor Gebara is the Eddie Rickenba-
cker of the jet airplane era .

The major’s honor is Wichita’s honor. It is something of which
the Air Capital of the World can be justly proud . Major Gebara
hails from Wichita . His family [ives here and has been part and
parcel of Wichita for many , many years .

Jabbie, as he is known among his fellow fliers, is right at home
in Wichita , where the world’s fastest bomber — the six jet , swept-
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administrative work, learning , religion , and journalism . You could
find among them generals , administrators , bishops , priests , monks ,

physicians , pharmacists , scientists , lawyers , merchants , benefac-

tors , etc.

The Gebara Family includes both Christians and Moslems . The
Moslem Gebaras must have adopted Islam during the time of the
Arab conquest or after they hade migrated to 2 Moslem community .
Anyhow , the Moslem and Christian Gebaras are cousins and bran-

ched out of the one ancestor .

The places where the Christian Gebaras went to were ¢ Damas-
cus Merja’youn , Kornet Shawhwan, Jebbata el-Zeit , Ammatour ,
Zahleh , Jell el-Deeb , A’in A’rr , Aleppo , Alexandria , Austria,
Greece , Turkey . The rest remained in Azra’ .

The Moslem Gebaras went to El-Medina , Y’ounbu’, As’ffan,
Alexandria , Beer Sheba , Jayroud , Jub jenine, Majdal Balhiss , El-

Ker’oun , Tripoli, etc.




zy hair , small jaws, thin lips , beautifully strai ‘:‘,ht. teeth , well pro-
portioned features = dark complexions , black eyes, and beautiful
ficures . Other characteristics comn-on between the Gebaras and
the Ghassanids are : quick temper , generosity, contentment, fond-
ness of country life , bravery , distinguishd looks, aod benevolence.

THE GEBARAS IN HOUR.:N
We have mentioned before thatsome of the Gebara family
continued to live in Houran even after the Arab conquest. 7lie new
masters ol the couniry respected the Gebavas the mejority of whom li-
ved in Azra’ . The head of the Family then was Prince Yusuf who was
a direct descendant of Issa son of Musa , son of Ibrahim, son of Abdul
Mun’im,sonof O’dey whose great ancestor was JubeiletEl-Ghassany

Prince Yusuf lived In Azra’, Houran at about 1450 A.D. He was
very well known , rich , influential , brave , intelligent, and liked by
all . He had three sons and three brothers . The three sons were :

1. Abraham who went to live in Damascus at about 1519 . His
name and the names of his descendants appear on the Family
tree..

Elias went to Palestine in 1519 passing through the land known
now as Transjordan . We know nothing of the whereabouts of
his descendants .

Moses ( Musa ) and his family remained in Houran . In 1613
one of his grand children came to Merjay’oun , Lebanon. A
second grand-son and his descendants went to Kornet Shahwan.
A third one went with his household to Jebbata El-Zeit in Syria.
A fourth grandson remained in Azra’, Houran: In 17350 a group
of the family remaining in Houran came to Ammatour where
their descendants still live .

A look at the Family Tree wiil show us quite clearly how the six
branches of the Gebara Family descended from Prince Yusuf El-
Ghassany .

In all the ages and epochs the Gebaras went through there grew
up among them men and women who were outstanding in bravery ,

-23 -




£. Abu El-Hassan El-Ghassany El-Bosary who was a poet and
a physician .

6. There were others who lived away from Houran in Moroc-

co , Fgyp: ., Andalusia , and Arabia of whom we must be

proud though we do not mention their names here .

HOURAN DURING THE ARAB CONQUEST :

Khalid ben el-Waleed, the Sword of Islam, conquered Houran
in 635 A.D. The Ghassanids became weak and their power creatly
impaired . Some of them adopted Islam . The others who stuck
through thick znd thin to their Christianity bezan to migrate to Le-
banon and other parts of Syria . Many of the Lebanese families tra-
ce their origin back to the Christian Ghassanids . 7he competition
and rivalry among the two parties [Layseyyeh and Yemenyyeh hel-
ped to accelerate migration . After the Crusades and the coming of
Tamerlane and Halako it became clear the Ckristianity in Houran
was waning and that its adferents were exposed to suffering and
persecution . Many of tirem lefe secking refuge and s”elter in other
lands . The Gebaras were one of these families .

THE GEBARA FAMILY
AND ITS GHASSANID LINEAGE:

Story of the Gebara ancestry as passed down through the ages
from father to son confirms that they were of Ghassanid origin and
that they came to Lebanon from Houran after the Moslem conquest.
Many historians among whom was Issa Iskander Ma’louf confirm
the authenticity of this story . Here is a quotation from his book
« Dawany el-Kutouf »

The Gebaras were a Ghassanid family of the Greek Orthodox
faith from Houran . Some of them still live there but the majority
went to Damascus and Acre and some came to Merjay'oun and
Kornet Shahwan » .

Furthermore , through the study of physionomy , phrenology ,
and other associated sciences we observe a great similarity in featu-
res between the Ghassanids and the Gebaras . Of these similarities
here are a few : high temples , big noses, prominent foreheads, fuz-

T




sar in Rome . The £ mperors in Constantinople zave them the title
of «Patrik > which oftentimes incorporated the meaning of father .

The Ghassanid Kings became so famous for their generosity
that others tried to follow their example. All in all there were thir-
ty-two kings who reigned from 37 - 636 A.D. Jephnet, son of A’rore,
son of Tha’labet , son of Mazzikieh , was the first King . He reigned
for fifty years . The last one to succeed to the throne was Jeblet son
of El-Ayham who built the twon of Jeblet that lies between Lata-
kieh and Tripoli . He was such a good and strong king that for de-
cades after his death his name was proverbial and symbolized
strength and clory . With his death and the coming of the )\ oslem
conquerors the Ghassanids were scattered far and wide . some of
the Christian families in Syria and Lebanon and especially the
Gebaras are the descendants of the noble Ghassanids as historical
evidence shows and indicates .

Banu Ghassan were very much interested in literature and es-
pecially poetry . Poets used to crowd at the dsors of their palaces to
recite verses of praise and acclaim . Ge.aerous rewards were distri-
buted among these poets . Of these great men of verse we can men-
tion the names of El-Nabighet El-Zabiany and Hassan son of Tha-
bit El-Insary . They recited thousands of verses praising the Ghas-
sanids for their generosity , chivalrous spirit , benevclence , and
bravery in battle . The following is an example :

Not only generous but of nobility old

Their dignity and honour rare to behold .

The Ghassanids would not have appreciated and honored the
poets and men of literature had there not been men of literary abi-
lity among them . History is proud of men like ths following :

A

L. Jaza’ son of Sinan Jl-Ghassany who was a great poet .

2. El-Harith Abu Shammar El-Ghassany who was very famous
for his keen mind and literary works .

3. Abu Boujailet who was reputed for his wit and quick
decision .

4. kl-sumow’al whose name became proverbial among the
Arabs for Joyalty and fealty .
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THE GHASSANIDS IN THE SERVICE OF ROME -

The Ghassanids soon allied themselves with Rome against Per-
sia . The Emperors of Rome gave them the privelege to become the
leaders of all the Arab tribes in Syria . Even the City of Damascus
was under their rule . They also controlled the country known no-
wadays as Transjourdan . They were not conquerors only but pro-
moters of learning and crafts also. Their remains and ruins in both
Houran and Joulan are evidence of their progressiveness , prosperi-
ty , and civilization .

The Ghassanids were also known by another name , Banu
Jephnet . Jephnet was the son of A’mer whose nickame was « Maz-
zikieh », one who tears his clothes . This man was the first one who
led his tribe in their conquest of Damascus . The ruins of palaces,
churches , castles, public baths, aqueducts, etc. in Houran are good
proof of the high level their civilization reached .

« Though ruins are totally mute
Nevertheless they contribute
Good proof of authenticity
Of folks gone to eternity .
THE GHASSNID POETS aND MEN OF LITERATURE -

The Ghassanid Kingdom extended as far as the Red Sea to the
south and the Euphrates to the north.Palmyra and its surroundings
were within its borders. The Jordan and Yarmuke valleys were in-
cluded in their reaims . Joulan , known nowadays by the name of
Balka’a , was also administered by them .

Noeldeke , the great orientalist , said that the town of Jabieh
in the district of Balka’ was the capital of the Ghassanids. The town
was small but its location was important . It served as a center of
trade for all the surrounding country . Banu Ghassn lived in the
palace in the midst of the town and from it administered their vast
domains .

The Greeks gave the Ghassanid Kings the title of «El-Harith»
and the Kings of Llira the title of « Ll-Munzer » . These two titles

were equivalent to Pharoan in Feypt, Negus in Abyssinia, and cae-
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dants of Kohtan , also Joktan . The most famous Yemenite King was
Ya'rib , son of Kohtan . He was the first one , we knew of , who spoke
Arabic . One of the descendants of Ya'rib was A'mre , son of A’mer ,
King of Saba , who was the direct ancestor of the Ghassanids . A’mer
was nickhamed « Mazzikieh » which means one who tears his clothes.
He was given this name because he used to tear his clothes at the rate
of iwo gold-embroidered garments a day in order to give them to the
needy people . The Ghassanids were named after the well near which
they first settied when they came to Houran . A’mer El-Ghatreef who
was known by the name of « Ma’ Ussama » which means « Water of
the Heavens » because of his great generosity was the first Ghassanid
king . He lived at about the beginning of the third century A.D. It
was after that time that the tribe became to be known by the name
of « Ghassanids » They were different from the other tribes because
they were progressive and open to new ideas .

WAR BETWEEN THE GHASSNIDS
AND THE DAJGHAMITES

No sooner had Banu Ghassan settled in Houran than the Daja-
ghamites, a bedouin tribe in service of Rome , attacked them and de-
manded tribute of them . The Ghassanids refused to pay the imposed
tax . War broke out and victory was won by the Dajaghamites . The
Ghassanids could not swallow it . One day Juzu’ , son of A’mer , and
brother of Tha’labet , who was very well known for his valour and
ability to fight , attacked the King of his enemies and killed him. The
Ghassanid tribe then got courage and rose against their enemies and
drove them away . El-Harith, one of the great Ghassanid Kings,, had
a daughter called Halima . She enticed other girls of the tribe and ac-
companied the warriors to the battle field . The presence of the girls
on the battlefield cheered the warriors and motivated them to fight
very well . Halima and the other girls did a wonderful piece of work
for the tribe won a great victory . That day came to be called the
« Day of Halima » . The Ghassanids became the undisputed masters,
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AZRA’

Iu the past the town of « Azra’ » was known as « Azra’i » which
means a fortress, It is about seventy-five miles away from Bosra Eski
Sham . It is also about 612 meters above sea level and it lies in the
center of the district of « Al-lija » . « Azra’ » was an old town tha¢
boasted of an ancient Greek and Roman civilizations : relics of which
¢an still be found . Those of special interest are the ruins of the two
churches of St. Georges , and St. Elias. Its mill-stones sold to all parts
of the Middle East made it very famous. Caves, towers, reservoirs and
old church ruins dot its Jandscape. Bishop Uranius who was one of tho-
se present in ths first Nicean Council was born in it. Many of the bat-
tles between ¢! ¢ Crusaders and the Moslems were fought on its grounds
and streets , It also was a city of learning , Ofits great men we can
mention the following : Ibn-Jeyyan Nasre Ul-Wehhab, Ishaq Ibn Ib-
rahim , Abu El-Rabi’ , and Judge Sharef Eddine .

HISTORY OF HOURAN UP TO THE TIME
OF THE GHASSANIDS :

The following peoples settled in Houran successively :
. Some Semitic tribes
. The descendants of Rafa’El-Jabbar
. The Garghashites — descendants of Gargash , son of Kena’an
son of Ham , son of Noah .
4. The Amorites — descendants of Amoury , fourth son of
Kena’an
. The Itorians — descendants of Itor , son of Ishmail , son
of Abraham .
6. The Hebrews 7. The Assyrians 8. The Scythians
g. The Nabateans 10. The Greeks 11. The Macabeans
12. The Romans
13. The Dajaghamites — descendants of Dajgham , son of Saad

HOURAN DURING THE GHASSANID PERIOD :

Ben Khaldoun once said , « All the Yemenites were the descen-
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THE RISE OF THE GHASSANIDS

AKX AR RIK KKK K

The Kingdom of Saba , a Yeminite state , enjoyed sovereignty
from 850 B. C. to 37 A. D. It was according to historians one of the
richest kingdoms on account of its location. Richly laden caravans pas-
sed through it on their way to and from India , the Persian Gulf, and
Egypt . The sea-routes were very dangerous . Caravans arriving in
Ma'’rib , capital of Saba, continued on their way to Mecca, Petra,
Gaza, Damascus, and other places. The famous dam of Ma’rib by
its very presence made life and even a flourishing civilization possible.
But one year there was so much rain that the dam was carried away
by the ensuing flood . There are many legends about this great catas-
trophy . The country was then exposed to drought and starvation .
The inhabitants emigrated seeking their living in less arid lands and
so became scattered far and wide. The proverb « They were scattered
like the people Saba » refers to that exodus in history . The King
A’mre, son of A’mer, emigrated with his family and retinue and many
of his faithful followers north and settled in Houran near Damascus
where they founded the Ghassanid State, Another group of emigrants
settled in Hira where they established the Kingdom of Lakham . Ya-
thrib , the city of Prophet Mohammed and where he was born , Am-
man , and others were also places of haven .

HOURAN

Since Houran was the first home of the Ghassanids after their
departure from Saba , let us pause a moment and present a brief his-
torical sketch about it. The word « Houran » is derived from the He-
brew word « Hour » which means a « Cave » . The lacd of Houran
lies about twenty miles to the south east of Damascus . It is a vast re-
gion where moutains , valleys and plains abound . Before the coming
of the Ghassanids Houran was inhabited by nomadic tribes . Many of
the Eurcpeans interested in history and archeology have since studied
its past and made excavations here and there. The climate is mild and
its soil is very fertile . The highest mountain is Mount « Kuleib » and
its famous town was « Azra » , where the Gebara Family originated
and developed .
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THE SYMBOLIC MEANINGS

ON THE FRONT PAGE

Readers may ask the meaning of the drawings on the front cover.

Here is the interpretation :

1

The two clasped hands denote fraternity and unity among the
members of the Gebara family . In union there is strength .

The buildings and houses represent fame , prestige , and pros-
g P P g P
perity that the Family enjoyed in Azra’, Houran .

The pigeon flying with an olive branch in its beak symbolizes
peace and friendliness prevalent in the Family .

T. e air-plane represents emigration which played an important
role in the destiny of our family . Major James Gebara , the
great American ace , excelled in aviation and especially trick
diving . In addition to the Gebara Family the United States of
America as well as Lebanon and the whole Arab world are very
proud of this valiant Gebara who is the unchallanged jet ace
pilot Number one all over the world .

The ship refers to emigration also which was one way the
Gebara satisfied their love of adventure and ambition .

The picture on the back cover represents the glory, honor, and
continuity that the Family maintained all through the years .
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SOURCES AND PIBLIOGRAPHY

Malouf , Issa Iskander — Dawany Fl-Kutouf

. Malouf , Issa Iskander — Al-Athar

Makdasi , Anis Khoury — Addual Al-Arabeyyet Wa Adabaha
—- History of Emir Haidar Shehaby
- History of Nazareth
- The Old Family Tree at Azra’
— Oral Data Collected from Old Folks

. The eriodicals :

a. Al-Muktatef
b. Al-Mukattem
The News Papers : :
a. Al-Qualam Assarih
b. Sada Al-Jenoub
c. El-Merj
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A BRIEF LIFE SKETCH OF THE AUTHOR

Raymond Faris Ya’kub Cebara was born in Judeidet Merjay’
oun , Lebanon, in 1927 . In Judeidet Le had his elementary and se-
condary education . He knows Aralbic Fnglish , and Irench well .
While in Haifa,Palestine he held a respectable position in the Shell
Company . At present he works with the Trans-Arabian pipeline
Company . Sidon , Lebanon in a technical copacity Cauger , Tester
or operator as the exigencies of the work require . His hobbies and
interests are reading, collecting stamps, trave'ling , sports,and social
activities

The photo on page eighteen of the Arabic part will help to
better introduce him .




You ate the only one qualified to undertake such an enterprise. Do
not hesitate .

In closing I would like to express'my feelings in the following
verses :

In the reelms of the immortals
Brightly beamed their past .

The royally descended Gebaras
Their die in this land did cast .
Honour , fame , and dignity

The family motto maintained fast .

YUSUF ABI RIZK
Professor of Arabic ai Gerard Institute

Sidon, Lebanon.
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the other philosophy . In short , pride in family lineage lost ground
during this period .

However people continued to delve into the past and refer to
family history not for the sake of taking pride in their past but for
enlightenment . In my opinion such an attitude should be encoura-
ged.It grieves me to see some people claim to be the descendants of
the Crusaders or other Europeans and thus disclaim their Arab he-
ritage . I believe that this is a symptom of a psychological disorder.

1 congratulate the author on the attitude he has taken in tra-
cing his family to the Ghassanid Kings and thus establishing it as
one of the noble Lebanese families entitled to enjoy the splendor
of its Arab heritage . In this connection I hope the reader will for-
give me if I mention that my home village « Ghalboun » takes
pride in being the descendants of the great Arab tribe , « Taghlib »
which held fast to its Christian faith in spite of persecutions .

My friend Raymond, it gives me pleasure to tell of your efforts
and achievements in writing this book . But it gives me greater sa-
tisfaction to tell about your patriotism and interest in family unity.
Our country isin need of young men like you to reconstruct the
past and reawaken interest in the family thus counteracting the ef-
fects of emigrativn - History is very instrumental in bringing about
cooperation and union among individuals belonging to thesame
group

Your book will surely serve to strengthen the family ties among
the Gebaras regardless of their religious affiliations, place, and po-
litical aspirations. If other Lebanese families would follow your
example , there would be more unity and cooperation in the land .

finally this book which you have written with all sincerity and
honesty will not be read and enjoyed by the Gebaras only but it
will quench the thirst of all those who seek for historical knowled-
ge . It was my desire that you go into greater details but you objec-
ted that would make the volume too long and hefty ., However, I
still hope that at some time in the fnture you will amplify this his-
tory and dwell more leisurely on the glories of this noble family .

~-12 -
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COMMENTARY

From times immemorial man has been struggling to raise his stan-
dard of living and improve his kind by cooperating with one another.
Members of one household formed a family which was the first and
basic unit in the human society . Two or more households descending
from common ancestry formed tribes , clans, races, etc. The bigger
the tribes were the more scattered their individuals became and the
further away from their origin and their first ancestors they grew . It
was only through the accounts and stories told by the old folks and
transmitted from father to son that we were able to trace some of the
families back to a common forefather . The Arabs have always been
greatly concerned with knowing how to trace themselves back to their
first kin . Such knowledge was considered very important. Sometimes
an Arab could name his thirtieth or fortieth [grandfather - In some
countries this led to ancestor worship.

During the Abbasid periode the pride in ancestors and their
glories started to die out. The Abbasid Empire included many non-
Arab nations and countries and these took it upon themselves to do
away with this Arab custom. These non-Arab nations had their Gol-
den writers, poets, and men of literature not to mention their golden
ages and glorious histories. They thought it was below their dignity
not to be able to compete with the Arabs in matters (of lineage and
so started to minimize the importance of kins and ancestors and to
rebel against the idea until they practically did away with it .Their
attitude was that a man was noble not because of his family but
because of his personality . Social prestige was not at all based on
family dignity and aristocratic ancestry but on personal develop-
ment and growth . The two schools of thought went to such extre-
mes as to actually become aggressive and persecute each cther .
Moslem doctrine of brotherhood also served to minimize the impor-
tance of ancestry. The Arab poets emphasized and upheld the Arab
school of thought while the non-Arab poets adopted and promoted
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Brazil even before I started to have the book printed .

Mr. Faris Jurji Gebara Mr. Faris Musa Gebara
Mr. Arif Naim Gebara Mr. Rasheed Massoud Gebara
Mr. Wadea Fayyad Gebara Mr. Benjamin Massoud Gebara
Mr. Raif Naim Gebara Mr. Arif Farah Gebara

Dr. Aleef Gebara

Their moral and financial support was very valuable indeed .
They extended their help from the United States of America as soon
as they were informed of having started printing the book .

May God bless the Gebaras Whe-ever they may be and may they
continue to be a source of pride to the name. An old Arab poet once
said something to the following effect :

« Together we stand ; divided we fall . »




Mr. Arif Farah Gebara He supplied me with indispensable in-
formation about the members of the
family in the United States of America

Mr. Nicola Ibrahim Gebara He provided me with a great deal of in-
formation about the branch of the fa-
mily in Damascus .
FATHER EUGENE GEBARA
Mr. Said Gebara Mr. Carlos Gebara

They were instrumental in providing the authentic documents
about the branch of the family in Kornet Shahwan .

Mr. Hassan Gebara Mr. Ameen Gebara

They took interest in the project and thas collected valuable data
about the branch of the family in Ammatour .

Mr. Towfik Gebara Mr. Salem Gebara

They both were very keen in their interest in the project and sup-
plied me with the necessary information about the branch of the fa-
mily in Jebbata El-Zeit .

Mrs. Moujelliet Jubran Gebara She cooperated very enthusiastically
in presenting the necessary data about
the branch of the family in Azra’‘

Houran .
Mr. Wadea’ Habib Gebara Mr. Abdallah Eid Gebara
Mr. Sami Daoud Gebara Mr. Abdallah Abu Samra Gebara
Mr. Sami Eid Gebara Mr. Hani Eid Gebara
Mr. Raja Nicola Gebara Mr. William Ya’kub Gebara
Mr. Emile Said Gebara Mr. Eugene Said Gebara
Mr. Arthur William Gebara ~ Mr. jack Adib Gebara
Mr. Edgar Adib Gebara Mr. Anis Ya’kub Gebara

Mr. Nessib Ya’kub Gebara Mr. Elias Abu Samra Gebara
Mr. Nimre Nicola Gebara Mr. Jamil Nicola Gebara
Mr. Towfik Hassan Gebara

I am indebted to each and every one of the fore-mentioned for
their moral and financial support . They extended their help from
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The aim of every Gebara individual has been at last realized
We now have an accurate and informative record. This record will su-
rely be a guide and asource of information for the future generations .

I am very happy that there is now a history with a family tree
for the Gebaras which I was instrumental in bringing about . It, of
course , serves to preserve their traditions and glories . This personal
satisfaction is in itsclf a great’ recompense and reward for the book
which was written from an unbiased and objective point of view . In
acknowledgement for the invaluable help I received from authors and
historians whose contributions made this book possible , I have iuclu-
ded a bibliography at the head of which is the name of Mr. Issa Is-
kander Malouf . Studying these sources proved beyond doubt that the
Gebara Family descended from the Ghassanid Kings .

Dear reader , whomever you may be , I present this book with
all humility and with the knowledge that it falls short of perfection .

However , I cannot be held solely responsible for this deficiency. Tho-
se who did not answer my letters and queries must share the blame .

I hope that seme body one day will fill in the gaps and come nearer
to perfection .

In closing I should like to thank all the relatives and friends who-
se help and encouragement inspired me in the writing of this book .
Otherwise, our heritage would have been lost to history. I thank them
all each and every one especially the following :

Dr. Moujally Massoud Gebara Mr. Halim Thouhan Gebara

They both encouraged me to go ahead with the project and ga-
ve me valuable suggestions and information .
Mr. Kamil Ya’kub Gebara  To whose memory this book is revern-

tly dedicated . He encouraged me and

supplied me with the necessary infor-
mation about the members of the fa-

mily in Brazil .

Mr. Wadea® Habib Gebara.  His encouragement was of a very prac-
tical nature . After uncle’s death he
started a campaign to collect money in
Brazil for the printing of the book .
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PREFACE

The idea of writing the history of our family has been in my
mind for seven years. Now I come with this humble book as the re-
sult of the years of thought and study and present it to the mem-
bers of the Gebara Family . This book is theirs in every sense of
the word; it is about them and for them.I would not have ventured
to undertake this project had it not been for the help and encoura-
gement [ received from the older men of our family here and abroad
Previous attempts by other members to write such a book failed .

I collected data from the old folks of the family living in ei-
ties and villages , studied the data and compared the different ver-
sions till I got to the point where I was sure I had made the correct
inferences . A historian fumbles about in the dark trying to find
grains of truth to clarify the past . I investigated every item of in-
formation , oral and written , and after a careful sifting I retained
only those of whose authenticity I was convinced and sure. My aim
as a historian was not to vegetate upon glories and bask in the warm
sunshine of brilliant memories of the past but to bring forth the
unvarnished truth’.

In writing this book I tried to bring forth the history of all
the members of our Gebara family up to the present . I also made
all the necessary investigations in order to make the information
aboat the different branches of the family from the time our fore-
fathers came from Houran to the present accurate and authentic .
When 1 visited the town of Azra ! in Houran , I came across an old
family tree that confirmed the existence of the six main branches
of the Family mentioned on the first page of this book .

Such an important project required mental , financial and mo.
ral efforts . I was ready to do all that [ could to have it materialize
for the sake of rendering a service to the Gebara family of which I
have the honour to be a member. I was afraid that much of the in-
formation about the history of the Family would be lost, if nothing
was done immediately because the family has become so scattered .
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great man . The memorial service held in Judeidet on May 8th,
1055 was another concrete evidence of the great sorrow his death
inflicted on his home town . »

« BAREED ASH-SHARK » Brazil April 13, 1955

« The news of the death of our friend Mr. Kamil Gebara was
heavy on our hearts. With his death we lost a friend, a true patriot
and a man of the finest qualities . He died of heart failure at the
ripe old age of eighty . He lived in Egypt for scme years where he
worked as the editor of «Al-Muktatef» and «Al-Mukattem» which
were two of the best and most influential periodicals . He became a
brilliant journalist and was greatly esteemed by the foremost offi-
cials of the Khedivial Government . Then he left for Brazil where
his fame spread far and wide in fields of commerce and industry .
He won the respect of all who knew him . »




He left a respectable family, a good name, and many friends . Eve-
ry one felt the great void created by his loss . »

« AL-QUALAM ASSARIH »

Here is a brief sketch which we have taken from the eulogy gi-
ven by Rev. lbrahim Milhim Daghir , pastor of t'e Evangelical
Church , Judeidet Merjay’oun .

« Mr. Kamil Yakub Gebara was born in Judeidet Merjay’oun
in 1875 . His education began at the time when the late Messrs Mi-
khail Murhij and Selim Shoukair were teachers in the Evangelical
School of Judeidet . In 1895 he went to Egypt to help edit « AL-
Muktatef » with Mr. Ya’kub Sarrouf and Dr. Faris Nimre and Mr.
Shaheen Macarius. There he learned the art of editing and became
an outstanding figure in society and thus won the confidence , love,
and respect of all who knew him. He associated with the great men
of literature — Assad Khalil Daghir , Sheikh 1brahim Yazigy , and
Jurj Zeidan . In 1905 he got married to Mary the daughter of Mr:
Selim Barakat . Their first born was a daughter whom t!.ey named
Leila . In 1912 he and his fhmily left for Brazil to join his brothers
in business. He became prosperous and well known in the commer-
cial and industrial world . He and his brothers were outstanding
members in society . Even the President of the Brazilian Republic
was their guest of honour quite often . During the depression they
lost fantastic sums of money but their reputation was not in any
way blemished or effected . No wonder , since they inherited their
integrity from their father . By his death the Evangelical Church
lost one of its most brilliant members .«

SADA EL-JENOUB May _10, 1955
« The Lebanese and Brazilian circles in Sao Paulo were indeed

sorry to have lost Mr. Kamil Gebara. Thousands of people attended
his pompous funeral . They wanted to pay their last respects to the
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EXCERPTS FROM THE PRESS ON THE DEATH OF QUR DEAR UNCLE.
THE LATE MR. KAMIL YA'KUB GEBARA. i

« AL-QUALAM ASSARIH » April 12th, 1955

The late Mr. Kamil Ya’kub Gebara - His death was a great
loss for the Gebara Family . He died at the age of eighty . He was
one of the sons of Mr. Ya’kub Gebara . He and his brothers formed
a golden chain that occupied a high position in social prestige , bu-
oiness , and learning . Mr. Kamil Gebara left his home town Judei.
de: Merjay’oun, Lebanon to Egypt where he worked for about six-
teen years helping in the editing of both « Al-Muktatef » and « Al-
Mukattem » . Then he left for Brazil to join his brothers who had
gone ahead of him . There they established a prosperous business
and made a great fortune . He remained in Brazil until his death -
1lis passing away was a great loss to the Family in view of the ma-
ny good traits and qualities that formed his pleasant and beloved
personality . » g

« SADA AL-JENOUB » April 11th, 1955

« Kamil Gebara is now in God’s care . » No one can be igno-
rant of the beautiful traits and qualities that the sons of Ya’kub
Cebara were known for . They were pious, friendly, well-meaning,
and ready to help and serve others . Mr. Kamil Ya’kub Gebara li-
ved up to the traits that his family was well-noted for . when I was
in Brazil , I met him and was greatly impressed by his broad know-
ledge , interesting conversation , humility , and interest in other

people . »

« AL-MER]J » April 1955

Mr. Kamil Gebara passed away in Sao Paulo , {Brazil at a ripe

old age . He made his way in life by hard work and fruitful efforts.

i e




Dedicated to the memory of my dear and esteemed uncle,
the late Mr. KAMIL YA’KUB GEBARA

Dear Uncle,

It is appropriate to leave it to others to publish statements
of high praise and deliver eulogies in commendation of your noble
character and services . The Arabic Press at home and abroad filled
its pages with detailed descriptions of the purity of your purpose , the
honesty you practised in your work , and the great zeal and enthu-
siasm manifested in your interest in people and services to mankind .
In spite of all that was done in your honour I feel duty bound to bow
before your pleasant and immortal memory and present this book as
a token of my gratitude and appreciation .

This book , with all the efforts I have put into it, is nothing
but the result of your guidance and diregtion . Your broad knowledge
and xperience encouraged me to undertake this great task . I am in-
deed proud to have hitched my wagon to your star and followed your
example. From your rich and illustrious life our hearts and souls have
learned to love benevolence and strive to live up to your high ideals,
The strength of your faith and the nobleness of your ideas were great
influencing factors in our lives . You were always very much concer-
ned with upholding the dignity and prestige of the family. Great were ‘
the sacrifices you made to maintain its high standing and glorious
traditions . Itis no wonder that the press here and abroad wrote in
such high terms about your achievements . Even with death the me-
mory of your deeds was greatly accentuated . The nobility of your
Ghassanid ancestry was personified in you and the truly noble are the
most kumble , democratic , and humane . What a genuinely sincere
man you were ! Faith , knowledge , frankness , sincerity , and dignity
combined to make you the grand and refined person you were . To

the memory of your great personality I dedicate this book about you
and yours .

YOUR NEPHEW,
RAYMOND




THE GEBARA FAMILY

It is the illustrious story of the many branches of the Family
whose roots stand very deep in royal ancestry and very firmly entren-

ched in nobility of origin and history .

by
RAYMOND FARIS GEBARA

One of the members of this great family

A great historian once said , « If our present is not a continua-
tion and a development of our glorious past , then we are not wor-

thy of the great future » .

AL-ASREYYEH PRESS SIDON . LEBANON 1955




THE HISTORY AND FAMILY TREE

OF

THE GEBARAS

DESCENDANTS OF THE GHASSANID KINGS
AND
A BRIEF HISTORICAL SKETCH
OF

THEIR MAJOR AND MINOR BRANCHES

1. Branch of MERJAY’OUN 4. Branch of JEBATTA EI.ZEIT

=, « « DAMASCUS 5. « « AMMATOUR
3. « « KORNET SHAHWAN 6. « « A’ZRA’
BY

RAYMOND FARIS GEBARA

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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