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alstablat is dillicult lo identify with any liler ary notice, but it
is possibly the very large Qasr al-Arus ( al-aghani 9, 32 ) where a
greal procession sails from the Samarra bridge down river, lo this
castle which therefore was an the western bank. It was |Iu~ mios|
expensive ( Yakut 3, 17 ) hence probably the largest,
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« You are right in identifying the ruins on the
Qatul south of Samarra with the first, abandoned
foundation of al Mu "tasim . After first having
thought that the big octagon was the villa of
Harun Al-Rashid on his Qatul, I later found out
that this unfinished building belongs also to the
abandoned foundation of Al-Mu' tasim.»
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DY Gl A e ey ()
@ | agree ( the lext was written 10 years ago )
with almosl every poinl you say only the great =
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— octagon of Qadissivah itself remains d ublfuals
it is evidently an unfinished building, and one
must also consider Harun Al-Rashid as pussible
author ¢ the greal problem of the Qatul abu’l
Jund ». Of course there was a Sassanian Qalul
Al - Kisrawi, connected with the Nahrawan
system , bul 1 hesitale to consider Qadissiyah
as Sassanian . »
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«The two branches still exisling (running w to E)
are lhe Q. al-Yahudi and al-Ma' muni, both
clder than al - Mu 'tasim. The (hird and main
branch , the Q. abul - Jund of Harun , ran parallel
to them in Lhe south. | ohserved two or three
traces of il in the present southern bank of the
higher Ievel of the Samarra plain . The abul-Jund
must have passed the modern junction of’ Adaim
and Tigris and have paralleled for some distance
lhe continuation of the Q. al - Ki srawi, coming
from the north, until both become the ¢Nahra _
wan » . What happened at Lhe lime of al-Muslansir
was that the Tigris left the straight line of ils
bed just below Qadissivah and broke inlo the
bed of the abu-1- jund . Mustansir, then , built
the Dujail ( shutail ) canal in the dry bed of the
old Tigris . »
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