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The Crane among groups of birds exhibited in the
Birds Room.

16. Group Collections of birds as exhibited in the Birds

Room.

The Pelikan as exhibited in the Zoological Room

(temporarily

['l’i'n]i vegetables and fruits as

l‘{::cn]r[.

Qil Rig presented by the Iraq Petroleum Co., with the
(‘ompany’s representative ht) and the Director of
] 1

the Musenum (/¢
The Famly e of Man, as exh 11 the Evolution
[1)':('?‘!!.

Extinet Races of Mankin ihited in the Evolution
HHH!H.

The Evolution of the Horse’s Feet, as « xhibited in the
l‘:\'HTHTiHH H*'-I!I‘.

[1[ IEH' ‘ ll r of i':'1111'2i1it'1! E:'-?!"l:!‘l'._" 1O ‘:l:l' (“l'-'

1 fome ? 1‘|AM--Ii“1:‘ exhibits mn 1]1(' .\Irli\‘MH::.

ctor’'s talk on ) ]

Another picture of the Minister and the
(;t‘]l\']'il} _:‘.-\\"'; 10 ]El_.-i!‘ .‘i‘]‘}:'l'f“-} i!? I]:t' (‘_\i?ﬂ!h“.
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List of lllustrations

H.R.H the Regent studying parts of the exhibits during
the ceremonial onenine ot v M 1Seu1n on .‘\111!\' .) 1646,
Chis picture sl ' ' '

t‘Kll

lanation.

wnd visitors during the ceremonial

.\]{.T]i'\Te'?'
[nspect

Evolution of Faece
E. ,,]1111:(-” l:iulHi.

Zooloeical Room.

111 the Zoological Room.

Zoologieal Room.
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ingide thie Museun. x, a special reading room
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For the purpose of identifying minerals and roeks of domestic
origin, the Museum acquired a useful collection of minerals and

rocks, (1gneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic) from the United
States. This collection has become of great value to our geology

students. The Museum expects further additions to this section,
tl‘l‘f’ll.l‘ﬂ".. coitributions 1l]_\' the State Geological I)l‘]i:ll'”ll(‘l”.

THE STUDY OF EVOLUTION

For the last two vears, the Museum has worked on a plan of
presenting exhibits on  EVOLUTTION. The Museum’s artists,
sueceeded in H:w!!'ililfi_“ and casting siwr of the extinet races of
Mankind, from photographs of the originals in the American
Museum of Natural History. The Family Tree of Man is well
exhibited on a large board, with half skulls of extinet and modern
races of Man, and the geological periods of their existence. The
Evolution of the Horse is also exhibited by a series of models
representing morphological changes in the horse’s feet. Oth

charts and models are features of the new section.

An extensive collection of paintings of extinet animals in theiy
natural surroundings, as depicted by evolutionists, give a vivid
idea of animal life through the Geological Ages. These paintings
are copied from photographs of originals exhibited in famous
Natural History Museums abroad. Our artists have been very

successiul indeed in copving the details of form and structure.

THE LIBRARY

Ever since the foundation of the Museum, we have perceived
the most urgent need for source books on Natural History subjects,
To satisfy this need, we allocated part of our fuads to form a
library with a good selection of books, most of which were ordered
from Eprgland and the United States. Within three vears only,
600 volnmes have been acquired, i:n-lwii'v_- rare and out-of-print
hooks on Zoologv, Betany, Geology and P;l]z"nlliufirg'_\'. and
Taxidermiy. Books cannot be borrowed from the Museum, but
interested scholars can avail themselves of the library’s facilities
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Not all the specimens exhibited in this section are local; some
of them are. in fact, of foreign origin, being imported from Europe
and the United States for educational use and comparison. Some
Lighlights of our exhibits in this section are 11]11.<T1';11w| in the

photographs appearing in this report.

The BOTANTCAL SECTION has among its exhibits samples
of agricvltural ]-‘l‘anH"’* orOWn in h-;u,. such as cereals, fodder

plants, coiton, tobacco, ete. A large mumber of vegetables and
fruits are exhibited by means of "} ster-made models, artisti (.l”\
made true to nature. Of these, dates being a special feature of
this country, lead in diversity of kinds. Many more kinds are still
to be exhibited, if a wlill}fft‘?e- colleetion  of local fruits and

Al

vegetables 1s desired.

The Museum has received valuable assistance from the
Departwent of Agriculture in selecting speeimens for modelling

and preparing for xhibition.

future, a special herbarium for the Museum is to pe
t this step cannot be taken at present, when every phase
of the Museum needs care a i direet attention. The Museum 13
poor in equipment, original sources, and qualified personnel, and
until these shortages are made good, no scientific contribution can

he l'_\']w.']‘('(l from this foundation

The GEOLOGICAL SECTION t‘Hl]'P]"'l!'t‘f~ exhibits presented
by the Iraq Pt troleum Co. and the 1 O1] Co. on the oil
industry in this country. Both companies hu\'w eladly assisted in
enrichine the Museum with such exhibits and speeimens as: model
of Kirkuk oil fields and the geological structure of the area: model

“ an o1l rig used in drilling for petroleum; model of a refinery:
diagrammatic model showing practical uses of oil ]r‘nnhlu-ls in daily
life: rocks and fossils collected from the country in the drilline
process; and lastly various diagrams and pietures of informational

value.




the Dean of the Hi
the Museum

gner

operates,

3

Teachers’ College, under whose supervision

“*Awkaf’’ depart-
seum building., But,
building is located

1 | AR sEicieral 4
tad and 1s accessible to

1 141 1 11 171 Fa) S 1ITa% b = "—1
1 -'“7"‘}_??!"”. 1TSS ;]}l!‘,)z: S_‘\i“l““[“‘ na k¢

artment to build an annex to the

as already been prepared with the
the annex will be

Ii‘;li]til.

3 1
1s expected that

The new 12 will provide

Museum for a further period of

- the necessity of erecting

spacious site, and hone

the State will i{w‘}) the
Not until the realiza
2

B
VA L

1Iseum b:

three main

IS mai
v collectt

The most interest-
represents specimens
collections of fishes and
Some 1nteresting mammals are
these Ti}?'l‘f' yvears of 1ts hife
uring so many diversified grouns
In our area. If the funcs

1 1 ]
presented
l

1

and the buildineg more spacious, oul

combrehensive and |

etter fll'(‘ﬂ'l!f("(i.




2

Siate funds covering its expenses. It was also suggested, in the
same renort, that a special committee be appointed from interested

departments in the government, to study the plan and report its

comments and recommendations to the Ministry. The committee

was formed by a miaisterial ord

thorough study of the subject,

reported that an institution of f
the new gemeration. aad that
coacerned, could bring the
mittee’s report and its r
prineiple, and ealled

to put ‘he plan in operatio
Museum in the future.

‘.“,T]W'iiP~i \hJThE:w

anagement direc

achers’ College,
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w(¢1u>nigh‘\|.:---w"
collecting natural
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tion, natural historyv

MANAGEMENT AND PERS

The staff of the Museum
_l&~{<fhszx FV]‘V1P13=?31£“’1T'
assistant. one Arfis!

is responsible for running

ar.d development alcmg secier




HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The first Natural History Museum in Traq came into existence
early in 1946. when His Royal Highness the Regent of Iraq
attended the ceremonial opening of the Museum on Mav 2, ‘of
that vear.

Ever since the foundation of the [raqi State in 1921, it has been

the policy of the National Government to bring ahout educational

illiteracy and providing facilities for
the education of nrhan and rural communities,

development, by combating

The progress has
mevitably been slow. owing to the limitations of funds and lack of

‘eaching personnel

[t became quite evident that there could be no real and
profound advance in the cultural life of the country. withou

strenuous efforts on a hieher educational level

. and it was to satisfy

this need that institutions of hicher learning were founded. and

edueational missions received direct consideration bv the covern

ment. The lack of research institutions was still felt with reeret,

.‘I‘:\'; ﬂ Wds 1'1'2?].1"/_(*11 11!‘;11 at sonie ﬁ,liw ;_H 1}&:- ;“1:1121-11_ J';:f-if%"'i('ls‘ 'f’r):‘
research would have to he nrovided hy

10 that a bie step

in the se¢ientific development of the e untry could he achieved.

[1 Was '\\'i”! T]ii\ -]'il'f? and hone. th: the f{?!*;w of Tfll:< ‘_\.!Ha.-!;!”

was envisaged,and its coming into heing was welcomed throughout

i-"!]i'{]ril-‘“l] cireles, who e isidered such a step a positive tren.|

towards the realization of real progress on the seientific level,

15 worthv to note that this idea recei 1

1vVeqd J:‘-'.:‘, )’ ‘ Npetus as a l‘{‘-'f?!"
f a four-manths visit to Eevpt. paid by the present director of the
Museum. on behalf of *he Treqi Mi 1istrv of

' Fdueation. from
Avgust to December. 1944,

'he writer got first-hand information
from similar institutions in Eevnt, and was in every wav assisted

by their competent! advice and wise recommendations.

As soon as the visit was eoneluded, we presented our report to
the Ministry of Education on January 5, 1945, and suecested
therein the detailed plan for establishing a natural history museum

in Baghdad. under the auspices of the Ministrv of Edueation. with







Irag Natural History Museum's Publication No. 1

Ministry of Education
Higher Teachers' College
IRAQ NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM

BAGHDAD

General Repori

(1946-1949)

st Report on the History, Manag ment, and Exhibits
of the
IRAQ NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM
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