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THE SYRIAN CHURCH

1 — THE SYRIAN CHURCH :

The Syrian Church occupies the highest rank in the

history of Christianity, and it is proud of her glorious history
which is full of the holy and eternal memories, and her
illustrions scholars, good shepherds, holy martyrs, confessors
monks, doclors, and sainls who led her in the true path,
carrying her lflag to all the parts of the world, feeding her
children wilh their heavenly leachings, offering themselves
to them good models in purilv and holiness, while most of
them, aller sullering much on her behalf: they sacrificed
themselves confirming her truth.

2 — HER PRIVILEGES

There are many privileges for the Syrian Chuorch es-
pecially two by which she is distinguished from other chur-
ches. The firsl is her Syriac language the second is her

priority.

SYRIAC, was the language spoken by the first man,
aller that il became for many centaries the mother tongue
of greal peoples who lived in the western parts of Asia,
while its alphabets were used by all the Eastern nations.
ayriac was also the original language of the Jews of Palestine
who lost it by mingling wilh the Egyptians and the Cana-
anites, But when they were caplivated in Babylon by Nebu-
kadnessar in 588 B. C. they regained it by mingling with




the Babylonians. Likewise Syriac was their mother longue

in the days of our Lord Jesus Christ, and it was sanclified
by His birth, miracles, teachings, lectures, and establishment
of the divine sacraments of incarnalion and salvalion.

With Svriac, the Church celebraled the holy Eucharist
for the first time, and the Apostolic Council of Jerusalem
discussed matters of the infant Church in 51 A. D). Besides
Syriac is the language of revelalion since some of the holy
parts of the old and new Testamenls were originally found
in it, while the first translation of the holy scriptures was
made into it.

HER PRIORITY. There is no doubt that the Syrian
Church embraced Christianity from the very beginning, or
rather to say that she was the first Church established by
Christ Himself, since Syriac was the language spoken by
Him. His blessed mother, Apostles and the Aposlolic century.
Moreover, by Syriac itself was the holy Gospel preached for
the first lime in Judia, Syria and surrounding countries.

3 — HER PATRIARCHATE:

The scholars of history admil the fact that all the
countries siluated between the bank of the Persian Gulf and
the shore of the Mediterranean sea, and ecclesiastically ruled
by the Holy See of Anlioch : were Syrians, excepl some
minorities in some of the Syrian cilies, namely the Greek
colony at Antioch, yel the order of the Church of Antioch
was Syriac, just as that of the churches of India and China
were. Therefore we can rightly apply lo the large diocese
of Antioch the name of the Syrian Church.

The Patriarchate of Antioch originally ruled over all
the Christian east, just as the case was with Palriarchale
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of Alexandria in Africa and the Palrnarchate of Home n
the West. In another way, il ruled over whole Asia. The
6 " rule of the Council of Nicea in 325 A. D. and the 2™
rule of the Council of Constantinople in 381 A. D. confirmed

thiz authority,

In the 6" century the Patriarch of Antioch ruled over
twelve metropolitans and hundred and thirty seven sufergan
bishops. In the 9" and 10" centuries he ruled over twently
melropolitans and hundred and three sufergan bishops In
Syria, Phenicia, Arabia, Palesline, Mesopolamia, Cilicia,

Persia and India.

The Holy See of Antioch was established by St. Peter
the Chiel of the Apostles, and he was succeeded by many
exalted Patriarchs most of whom astonished hnmanily by
their glorious deeds and wonderful writings. The present
Patriarch is H. H. Moran Mar Igpnatius Aphraim [, the 120"
in the seriai of the lawful Patriarchs of Antioch and the
141 sl including the lawful and unlawful Patriarchs.

4 — THE CATHOLICATE OF PERSIA:

The Gospel was preached everywhere, and the Syrian
Church was widely spread in the last, where the number
of the churches was increased and episcopal dioceses were
established here and there. In the first quarter of the 3 rd
century there were more than twenty Syrian dioceses in
the Persian Empire according to Meshiha Zcha the Nestorian
historian in the middle of the 6 century.

Because of the difficulties of the management of the
large diocese of Antioch : a catholicate was established at
Slik and Ctesiphon the capital of the Persian Empire in
the beginning of the 5th century. The catholicos was the
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second :Iit_l_nitm'}. in the East, managing the allairs of Lhe
above mentioned dioceses as a vicar of the Palriarch.

In 480, the calholicos Babooyah was crucified by the

order of Phirooz the Persian Emperor, due to the calumny

of Barsom, the Nestorian bishop of Necibin. Babooyah was
the 11 th in the serial of the bishops and catholicoses who
succeeded Papa ( 329 - ) the first bishop of Slik and (lesi-
phon. Upon the marlyrdom of Babooyah the Nestorianism
was spread in that Empire by Barsom who perseculed by
the orders of Phirooz and the help of the Persian soldiers :
all those who refused to accept Neslorianism, murdering
above seven thousand of the Syrian clergyvmen and laily.
Likewise Barsom and his followers look the possession of
the most of the Syrian churches in Persia and Iraq, and
eslablished a new catholicate for their ewn.

5 — THE UNBREAKABLE APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION IN THE
SYRIAN CHURCH :

In 544 A. D. three bishops only remained for lhe
church fulfilling their duties freely. One of them was Caris
bishop of Sinjar in Irag, the second in the mountain of
Mardin. and the third at Alexandria. Some of the bishops
were severely perseculed and put lo death by the byzantian
Government, and some others were exiled to Constantinople
along with Mar Theodosius the Pope and Palriarch ol
Alexandria,where the orlhodox :;ut-[.-n'['iuemluru,m!: daughter
of a Syrian Priest of Manbaj and the wife of the Emperor
Justinian protected and looked aller them.

Al this eritical time the reputable Mar Jacob Boordaono
visited Constantinople at the request of the believers to
plead for the widowed church. The queen rejoiced in him
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and gave him a cordial welcome. When Harelh, son of Jabla
the Arab king of the (Gassaniles came lo know of his visit :
proceeded lo Conslantinople to request Theodora to help for
ordaining a few bishops for Syria, since the Gassanites fol-
lowed the Syrian Church in their belief. Hence 5t. Jacob
and Rabban Theodore were ordained as bishops by the
*atriarch Theodosins and company, the former for Edessa,
avria and Asia Minor, the laller for Busra ( Aski-sham ),
Arabia and Jerusalem. They were authorised to accept those
who return to the faith in all the East. Besides, Mar Jacob

wias declared as o _‘_H_"'J]{'i'.‘ll ."l.h'!-,'-:|||n|'t!;ta:,

Two bishops were nol safficient for the church,
therefore, St.Jacob seleclted two virluous monks called George
and Gregory, and took them to Conslanlinople 1o the Palri-
arch Theodosius and company who ordained them as assis-

tant bishops to 5t Jacob.

In 548 A. D. the illustrious queen Theodora demised
and her hushand starled perseculing the lrue believers.
Hence St. Jacob, being endued with power from on high,
started his agony by visiting the believers every where with
a wonderful speed. Sometimes he was seen in Syria, olher
limes in Armenia, Cappadocia, Cilicia, Ayooria, Pamphylia,

ucania, Phrygia, Caria, Asia Minor, the islands : Cyprus,

L
Ithodes, Chios, Miletus, Egypt, Noba, Ethiopia, and Persia.

Visiling churches, confirming them with the lrue f[aith, and
ordaining bishops and priests according to the need of lhe
church. His enemies tried to murder him, while Justinian
reserved 30 pounds to whom he can take him to him. Many
attempted but in wvain. By walking he covered a distance

of 40 miles in a day without feeling tired.

5t. Jacob was famed for his wisdom, zeal and Piely,
eal man as well as a good man. After fulfilling

1 o A £
Heing a gr




every duty of a good shepherd, gloriously accomplished
his course in 378 A. D.

g THE MAPHERIANATE OF TIGRIS :

sl. Jacob ordained 102000 Priests, 27 bishops and one
Palriarch for Antioch, Paul the 2nd in 330. In 559 he pro-
ceeded to Slik, visited Kisra Anusharwan the Emperor of
Persia, and elevaled Mar Ahodame, the Bishop of the Arabs
lo the Metropolitanship or Mapherianate of the East. Mar
Ahodame, afler ruling over the diocese of the East more
than ten years with enthusiasm and energy, preaching

(zospel to the Magis and olthers ended his course in 570
A. D. as a Martlyr by the order of Kisra Anusharwan, for
converting to Chirstianity a member of the royal family.

In 628, the Mapherianate’'s lhrone was established in
Tigris by Mar Athanasius | the Patriarch of Antioch, by
ordaining 5t Marootha, the greal scholar, as a Mapherian.
During his days, the Eastern diocese flourished, and fifleen
dioceses were established in Iraq, Arabia, Persia and Alga-
nistan, The Mapherianale continued up to the death of the
eloguent speaker Mapherian Behnam the 4 th ( 1859 4 ) the
31 st in the serial of the Metropolitans and Mapherians ol
the East who succeeded Mar Ahodame. Upon his demise a
Council consisting of 17 Metropolitans and bishops was held
and stopped the Mapherianale.

THE ORTHODOXY OF THE SYRIAN CHURCH :

The orthodoxy of the Syrian Church is confirmed by
the Holy Bible and the genuine historical documents previous
to the Council of Chalcedon by which the Christian Church
was devided into two. There is no doubt thal the dogma




concerning one nature in Christ prevailed on the Chrislian
Church before ils division, while the dogma concerning
two natures in Christ was declared for the first time by
Neslor, the Palriarch of Conslantinople, who was excommu-
nicaled by the first Council of Ephesus in 431 A. D. under
the presideniship of St. Cyril the Pope of Alexandria. Sub-
sequently, Leo of Rome embraced the theory of Nestor in
his lfamous Tom which, for mere political malters, was
accepled by the Emperor Marcian by whose violence it was
decided in 451 A.D. by the Couneil of Chaleedon who devided
the body of Christ into two.

In 476 A. D. the Emperor Basiliscos, prolesting the

Council of Chalcedon, convened a Council at Constantinople
under the presidentship of Mar Peter II, the Patriarch of
Antioch and St Timothy I, the Pope of Alexandria. 500
bishops look part in it. Consequently, 600 hishops gathered

at Ephesus and despalched a letter to the Emperor thanking
him lor his zeal lowards the true faith. Accordingly he
issned an edict against the dogma of the Council of Chal-
cedon. This edict was signed by Peler of Antioch, Timothy
of Alexandria, Paul of Ephesus, Anestas of Jerusalem, the
bishops of Asia Minor and others who were 700 in number.
In 482, another Council was held at Consiantinople by the
Emperor Zeno, in which Peter of Antioch, Peter Mangos of
Alexandria, Acacios of Constantinople and a big number
ol bishops were presenl, and confirmed the decision of the
former Council. Successively,the Emperor issued his exalted
edict Hanolicon, which was accepted by the Patriarchs of
Antioch. Alexandria, Conslantinople, Jerusalem and all the
bishops of the Easl. In 509 A. D. a third Council was con-
vened al Constantinople by the Emperor Anestas, in which

{4

Tom of Leo were burnt according to the orders of the

the original decision of lhe Council of Chalcedon and the

Emneror.




The Syrian Church, therefore, holds the doctring
'|:||'|,"..':1i_h'{! before the division of the Christian Church, that
was confirmed by the General Council of Ephesus in 431
A. D, and the Councils succeeded the Council of Chaleedon.

8 — THE FAVOUR OF TAE SYRIAN CHURCH ON CULTURE

The Church flourished and spread in all the paris
of Syria, Palestine, Egypt, Mesopotamia, Asia Minor, Irag,
Arabia, Persia, Armenia, Afganistan and India, where hundreds
of churches were erected, some of which were included
among the wonders of the world. In 1236 we had twenl)
thousand churches with few millions of believers, and many
dioceses were established as above mentioned. The names
of one thousand of bishops who ruled over these dioceses

during the four middle ages, are mentioned by the Patri-

arch Mar Michaiel the Greal in his famous history, hundred

of which are ordained by the Patriarch Dionnosius almahri
in the 9 th Cenflury.

Hundreds of monasteries were construcled, where
ihousands of men and women exercised the monastic lile,
and worked in various parls of educalion, lifting up the
head of culture. In the 5 th Century, in the mountain ol
Edessa alone there were 300 monasteries occupied by ninely
thousand monks. In the 6 th Century 135 Syrian abbols
in south Syria alone signed the book of faith.

Besides the above, also many schools and colleges
were erected. The most famous of which was that of Necibin
where St. Aphraim, the erudite and prophet of the Syrians
lectured about 30 years. The 2nd was that of Edessa
which flourished by the energy of 5L. Aphraim from 363

to 373 A. D. and conlinued for 126 years ; and the 3 rd
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that ol kennashrin, established by St. John Bar Aphtunia
( 539 +) and continued for five centuries. Many great and
illustrious scholars flood of them. They had a deep know-
edge of the Holy Book, hence they translated it from
Hebrew and Greek into Syriac and Arabic, and wrole com-
mentary on il. Also they flew high in the sky ol theology
and they were experis in philosophy, canonlaw, logic, ma-
themalics, physics, aslronomy, medicine and music. They
handled all these subjects and left precious works on them
which proved their intelligence and cleverness. Besides,
thevy have translated many works of the Greek philosophers
irlllh :{-".l'i.'lﬂ_' .:IIIII' .'JH_I'iI]]IEL'.. I:lL"I'E_" al't SUINe 1][ H]l_' H}'!"Ei_l“ -:"-ll{']'ll:‘l‘"
lars : Mar Aphraim ( 373 1), Mar Jacob of Srooj ( 221 T ),
Mar Philoxinus of Manbaj (523 1), Mar James of Edessa
{ 708 + ), Mar Moses Bar Ceepha ( 903 + ), Mar Dionnosius
Bar Slaibi { 1171 7), and Mar Gregorius Bar Hebrew ( 1236 7).
All of the above scholars are famous in the East and Wesl
since they have heaped a greal favour upon the cullure
of the world.

Many dreadful persecutions and fearful storms blew

against the Syrian Church, abolished mosl of her glorious

institulions.

Severius
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